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Stuttgart Harvest Church

Funding of missions
topic of ABSC board

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Messengers to the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Annual Meet-
ing Nov. 1-2 will be asked to approve a number 
of changes in the way missions are funded in the 
state.

Meeting Aug. 9, the ABSC Executive Board 
approved recommendations of the convention’s 
Budget Formula Study Committee. The recom-
mendations were to continue to increase the 
percentage of funds (total receipts) forwarded to 
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), to di-
vide state budget surpluses with the SBC and to 
conduct a statewide emphasis every five years en-

couraging churches to increase their Cooperative 
Program percentage.

The revised budget formula would go into ef-
fect for the 2013-17 budget years.

Emil Turner, ABSC executive director, said 
the work of the Budget Formula Study Commit-
tee is particularly important as the SBC grapples 
with how to interpret and implement recommen-
dations of the Great Commission Resurgence 
(GCR) report approved by SBC messengers in 
2010.

“The Budget Formula Study Committee is a 
committee appointed by the president of the exec-
utive board every five years,” said Turner. “Its task 

Jenny Redfern
Arkansas Baptist News

STUTTGART – Grab some popcorn, take a seat 
in front of the big screen and get ready for … 
church?

At Stuttgart Harvest Church, which meets 
at the Stuttgart Twin Cinema every Sunday 
morning, the only rules are “no perfect people 
allowed, no one stands alone and no making out 
on the back row,” according to the church Web 
site, stuttgartharvestchurch.com.  

The church, a year old this past February, was 
the product of a house Bible study.  A group of 
about 20 members of the community were meet-
ing regularly and felt the call to form a different 
kind of church.

“We felt that God was using us to break out 
of that traditional mold a little bit and be able 

to reach out to people in a different way,” said 
Cindy Sherman, a member of the launch team.

It was not long before the group was directed 
toward the church planting team at the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention (ABSC). Dave Mc-
Clung, ABSC missions ministries team member, 
was able to set up a meeting between them and 
Harley Petty and his family, who have been a 
part of four church launches since 2005.  

“Honestly, we did our best to kind of scare 
them off of church planting because we feared 
they would be interested in what they had grown 
up with, as far as methods to start a church and 
to reach people,” said Petty.  “But absolutely 
nothing worked.  They were really ready to do 
whatever it took to get a start.”

The church’s nontraditional approach does 

See ABSC page 2

See HARVEST page 3

Big screen, popcorn ... church?

TAyLOR SNAPP, 16, a member of 
the youth group at Indian 
Springs Baptist Church, 
Bryant, submitted the win-
ning entry in the Arkansas 
Baptist News first youth 
Group Video Contest. 
Snapp and the church will 
receive a $200 gift card for 
use in ministry.

Second place went to Faith Jour-
ney Fellowship, Bentonville, and 
third place was awarded to First 

Baptist Church, White Hall. Faith 
Journey will receive a $100 
gift card and White Hall 
will receive a $50 gift card.

The winning video – shot 
and edited by Snapp – fea-
tures Indian Springs’ mis-
sion trip to Macedonia over 
spring break. The video in-
cluded an excerpt from the 

song “Revival” by the group As Hell 

Snapp wins video contest

See CONTEST page 3

Snapp

Taylor Sherman, a member of Stuttgart Harvest Church, helps 
a young boy swim at a recent day camp outreach event. The 
church uses a non-traditional approach to reach people in 
the community.

Impacts 2013-17 budget

Since 1925, Southern Baptists 
have given more than $14 bil-
lion (through 2009) to the 
Cooperative Program (CP) unit-
ed giving plan – resulting in 
millions of lost souls professing 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
Learn more about the work of 
the CP in a special section ap-
pearing on pages 9-12 of this 
issue of the ABN.

‘Shining Light’ in Missouri
Students from Indian Springs Baptist Church, Bryant, minister 
at Shining Light center in Missouri. See story on page 8.
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is to study the entities that receive 
Cooperative Program funds and to 
recommend the division of those 
funds for the next five years.”

Turner noted the Budget For-
mula Study Committee existed in 
Arkansas prior to the adoption of 
the GCR report.

“A lot of state conventions have 
appointed Great Commission Re-
surgence study committees,” said 
Turner. “This Budget Formula Study 
Committee does what a Great Com-
mission Study Committee did in 
other state conventions. The differ-
ence is that ours is automatic every 
five years. What the committee is 
recommending is that we continue 
to increase the percentage which 
we share with the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee 
for the next five years by the same 
two-tenths percent a year.”

Turner, who was elected president 
of the Fellowship of State Executive 
Directors for 2011-12 in February, 
said if the recommendation is ap-
proved, Arkansas Baptists would 
have accomplished something no 
other state convention has accom-
plished.

“If adopted by the convention, it 
will mean, for 10 years in a row, the 
Arkansas state convention will have 
gone up on the percentage sent out 
of state. No other state convention 
has done that for 10 years in a row,” 
he said.

The recommendation regarding 
how the state convention distributes 
budget overage is significant.

“If we go over our budget in any 
year, the surplus is immediately 
divided with the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee 
on a 50/50 basis,” he said. “In the 
past, we simply retained that over-
age and used it in a subsequent year 

when we did not receive 100 percent 
of the Cooperative Program budget. 
So, it takes away the ability that we 
have to protect ourselves from going 
under budget.”

Turner said some Arkansas pas-
tors and other church leaders ques-
tion why a larger percentage of funds 
are being distributed outside the 
state. SBC leadership has encour-
aged state conventions for years to 
split state funds on a 50/50 alloca-
tion. In February, executive directors 
of state conventions agreed to affirm 
a portion of the GCR reporting that 
requested a 50/50 division of Coop-
erative Program funds – after consid-
eration for “shared ministry” items.

Another significant change in the 
funding formula recommended by 
the ABSC Budget Formula Study 
Committee is to address shared min-
istry items, said Turner.

“What we did was to examine our 
budget to determine what percent-
age of it assisted the SBC at large, 
rather than simply assist Arkansas 
churches. And we found that almost 
11 percent of our budget serves, in 
some way, the Southern Baptist 
Convention at large,” he explained.

“We’re going to limit it to no 
more than 1 percent, and our goal 
for the first five years – this budget 
formula – would be $135,000 each 
year for shared ministries. (It) will be 
absorbed by the (ABSC) Executive 
Board.

“With over $2 million in shared 
ministries, we think $135,000 is a 
very modest place to start.”

In light of the GCR, Turner said 
shared ministry funds could play a 
significant role in helping fund mis-
sion efforts outside Arkansas. The 
idea of shared ministry was endorsed 
in the GCR report. 

“One of the things the shared 
ministries item will do is enable 
us to help new work, pioneer state 
conventions that have been cut by 
the North American Mission Board. 
And in the future, this is going to 

MONTICELLO – Phillip 
Slaughter has been named 
campus minister of Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 
at the University of Arkan-
sas-Monticello.

Slaughter, 30, is a 2004 
graduate of the university 

with a bachelor’s degree in 
English. He most recently 
served as pastor of Jennie 
Baptist Church, Lake Vil-
lage.

Slaughter and his wife, 
Rose Anne, have a son, John 
Michael.

Whitney Crews
Arkansas Baptist News

PARAGOULD – “Every sick kid should have a 
teddy bear.” 

This was the philosophy that led 5-year-old Cali 
Weaver to raise funds to provide 21 dozen teddy 
bears with hand-colored hearts for children at 
the Arkansas Children’s Hospital in Little Rock 
Aug. 12.  

As a preschooler last year, Cali’s class partici-
pated in Pennies for Patients, raising money to 
send to a hospital for patient care. After that ex-
perience, Cali, now a kindergartener, would play 
school with her dolls and tell them it was time to 
collect money – until one day when she decided 
it was time to give something more. 

“I didn’t take it seriously at first because she’s 
five,” said Cali’s mother, Leah Weaver. “But she 
wanted everyone to have the same teddy bear and 
to color a red heart with the message, ‘Get well 
soon.’”

After persistently asking her mom if they could 

send teddy bears to the “sick kids,” Cali and her 
family began raising funds through donations 
from friends and Leah’s Ladies Circle at Unity 
Baptist Church, Paragould. Cali received the 
offering, which included enough money for 21 
dozen bears, in front of her church. 

“I was very proud,” said Lisa. “Every time she 
asked someone for money she was very excited 
to tell them about why. There are a lot of kids 
who do things like this, but to know that it’s my 
daughter makes me very proud.”

The Weaver family ordered the bears on the 
Internet, so each child would have the same bear. 
Then Cali set out hand-coloring her heart mes-
sages. 

“Cali has always been a very nurturing child,” 
Lisa said. “She colored almost every heart her-
self.”

After the bears were ready with handmade 
hearts, the Weavers went to the Arkansas Chil-
dren’s Hospital to make their delivery. Because of 
hospital guidelines, Cali did not get to personally 
hand out the bears; but she was not deterred. 

“She was okay as long as she just got to take 
them,” Leah said. “She has already asked to take 
more bears again, and I am not going to tell her 
she can’t. It’s better to let her 
do something and teach 
her not just to talk 
about it.”

Contact Whitney 
Crews at whitney@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Girl’s idea provides toys for sick children

Slaughter named UAM campus minister

have to become a larger portion of 
our budget in order to help these 
state conventions that have received 
tremendous cuts in their funding,” 
said Turner.

“We’ll just have more funds we 
can send to ministries in those 
states.”

Turner emphasized the concept 
of shared ministries was in the origi-
nal Cooperative Program vision and 
that, “Georgia has been using this 
model for many, many years. Other 
state conventions have used it from 
time to time, but more state conven-
tions will begin to use it. 

“We’re joining Florida, for in-
stance, that has started to use it. 
Other state conventions will all 
begin to use it.”

Additionally, the board:
Approved a recommenda-

tion that Diane Parker, an 18-year 
ABSC employee, be promoted to 
team leader of the missions support 
team.
 Heard testimonies from new 

ABSC staff, Chad Logan and Sean 
Mills. Logan is the new Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry (BCM) director at 
Arkansas State University in Jones-
boro, and Mills is the new youth 
evangelism specialist for the evange-
lism and church growth team.
 Approved a $21.4 million op-

erating budget for 2012. The budget 
includes no increases over the pre-
vious year’s budget. Turner noted, 
“While it is flat, we’re actually going 

to (have) less money to use in Ar-
kansas, because we continue to go 
up on a percentage on what we send 
to the SBC.”
 Agreed with a recommenda-

tion of the program committee to 
approve 2012 goals for all ABSC 
teams.
 Approved the annual audit of 

the convention. “We received an un-
qualified audit with no problems,” 
said Turner. “It’s a clean audit, af-
firming the way we use our funds.” 
He reminded board members that 
every messenger to the ABSC An-
nual Meeting receives a copy of the 
audits of all the institutions and 
agencies of the ABSC in the Book 
of Reports. 
 Recognized the following out-

going board members: Modena 
Ramsey, Arkansas River Valley Bap-
tist Association; Eric Hodge, Ashley 
County Baptist Association; Ronny 
Allen, Centennial Baptist Asso-
ciation; Joe Walden, Clear Creek 
Baptist Association; Dewey Hickey, 
Concord Baptist Association; Mike 
Bell, Delta Baptist Association; 
Vaughn Blue, Liberty Baptist As-
sociation; Mike Wilkinson, North 
Pulaski Baptist Association; Mike 
Turner and Bob Ward, both South-
west Arkansas Baptist Association; 
Loren Strickland, Tri-County Bap-
tist Association; Gary Wise, White 
River Baptist Association; Angie 
Elrod, District 5; and Eleanor Ste-
phenson, District 8.

Slaughter
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HARVEST
continued from page one
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Retreats. Snapp is a student at Bry-
ant High School.

Entries were judged based on 
overall creativity, quality of video, 
subject matter (showing ministry 
and missions activities), graphical 
treatment (use of titles, maps and 
effective use of transitions), use 
of music and time (3 minutes or 
under).

Links to winning entries in the 
contest have been posted at www.
arkansasbaptist.org and also will be 
included in the ABN Now digital 
edition. See screen captures below.

not stop at its unique location. Petty 
said the church is definitely a “shorts 
and T-shirt kind of group.” On Sun-
day mornings, the concession stand 
counter holds the church’s personal 
café. The message is highly visual, 
with pictures to illustrate each point.  
The worship band rocks to an eclec-
tic mix of blues, country and south-
ern rock.

Petty said at the end of the day, 
all of its efforts are targeted toward 

the cross and helping people under-
stand how they can connect to God 
through Jesus.

“We just kind of meet them 
where they are and let them know 
we are the perfect place for imper-
fect people,” he said.

After a year and a half, the church 
has poured most of its resources into 
community missions, said Petty. For 
Stuttgart Harvest Church, this takes 
the form of day camps for children.

So far, the church has held day 
camps for basketball, dancing, pitch-
ing and swimming.  The camps are 
free and usually include a meal for 

the parents at the end.
“We decided we were going to 

try to go everywhere and try to do 
something in the community,” said 
member Chris Isbell. “People gen-
erally see churches as takers.  They 
show up at the front door selling 
cookies or try to get you to come to 
some fundraiser. … We just try to 
give instead of take.”

Sherman added, “We are just try-
ing to love our community the way 
that God loves us.”

In February 2010, the church 
started with 30 members.  It is now 
averaging about 100 on Sunday 

morning, said Isbell.
“People are inviting visitors,” he 

said. “Visitors are inviting visitors.”
Surveys from first-time guests 

have provided positive feedback, 
said member Dale Shook. Most have 
been impressed with the friendliness 
of the church. 

Shook said they do not feel 
judged or out-of-place.

“We just want people to know no 
matter who you are or what you do, 
you are welcome at Stuttgart Har-
vest Church,” he said.

Contact Jenny Redfern at jenny@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

ABN youth video contest winners

First place: Indian Springs Baptist Church, Bryant Second place: Faith Journey Fellowship, Bentonville Third place: First Baptist Church, White Hall

ABN announces first-ever photo contest
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas Bap-
tist News (ABN) announces today its 
first “ABN Photo Contest.”

“We had such tremendous suc-
cess with our youth Group Video 
Contest, the ABN staff decided it 
would be great to launch another 
contest for our adult ‘photo bugs’ 
out there,” said Tim yarbrough, edi-
tor.

The deadline for entries is mid-
night Tuesday, Nov. 1.

Photo contest rules are:
 Photos submitted are limited 

to current ABN subscribers – either 
through a church or individual plan. 
Entrants may submit up to three 
separate photos for consideration. 

 Photos submitted should de-
pict an Arkansas Baptist religious 
scene or activity, such as a mission 
trip, ministry event, an activity oc-
curring in a church service, church 
building or other church activity, 
etc.
 Each individual photo must be 

accompanied by a short narrative 
essay (200 words or less) describing 
the photo.
 Photos will be judged based 

on the following: image composi-
tion, inspiration, image quality and 
depiction of missions or ministry 
event.
 Photos should be emailed to 

photocontest@arkansasbaptist.org, 

along with contact information, in-
cluding name, address, phone num-
ber, email and church membership. 
No prints will be accepted.
 Entrants must be age 18 or 

older.
Winners will be notified by email, 

and their photos will be highlighted 
in an ABN digital edition and on-
line at www.arkansasbaptist.org.

Contest entries will be judged by 
ABN staff.

Prizes include gift cards for first 
place ($100), second place ($50) and 
third place ($25). 

For additional information, visit 
www.arkansasbaptist.org, or call 
800-838-2272 ext. 5151.

Watch videos at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org.

Arkansas Baptists minister in Minot, N.D.
Royce Sweatman (left) North Arkansas Baptist Association missionary, works alongside 
fellow team member Dale Garner to prepare meals in flood-ravaged Minot, N.D. A team 
of 13 people from North Arkansas Association, plus two people from White River Baptist 
Association, spent Aug. 13-19 assisting area flood victims. Other Arkansas Baptist feeding 
units have been or will be ministering in the area in the weeks to come. These include 
units from First Baptist Church, Forrest City; Red River Baptist Association; Current Gaines 
Baptist Association; Arkansas Baptist State Convention Unit 1; Washington Madison Baptist 
Association; Calvary Baptist Association; Independence Baptist Association; and Carey 
Baptist Association.

Find us on
and

as ArkBaptNews



Anytime someone tells you, “Just 
forget it,” they aren’t living in the 
real world. It happened, but God 
can use it to strengthen your life. 
God gave Joseph two sons. He 

named them 
Manasseh, 
which means 
“God has made 
me forget,” and 
Ephraim, which 
means “God 
made me fruit-

ful in the land of my afflictions.” 
It is said that God gave Joseph 

new relationships to replace the 
old ones. One reason why many 
old relationships bring problems 

and frustrations to many of God’s 
people is that they haven’t replaced 
them with new ones. you’re hang-
ing out with the wrong influences 
and reminders. God helped Joseph 
forget the pain of what happened 
in his life.  

He still had the memory, but 
he prospered in spite of it. When 
we walk with God, the promises 
before us are greater than the pain 
behind us. Following are some 
“Joseph principles” we can live by:

1. Don’t try to ignore or 
pretend the problem never hap-
pened. God will give you the grace 
to handle it, not deny it.

2. Believe that God can “make 

up to you” the time, the relation-
ships and the opportunities you 
may have lost (see Joel 2:25).

3. Be honest with yourself 
concerning those who have 
wronged you. Forgive them, and 
release them to God in prayer (see 
Colossians 3:13).

4. Tell God that you are ready 
to begin again. Trust Him in that 
choice, and start today.

Let’s not forget that many of our 
struggles are from our choices, but 
many of our struggles, disappoint-
ments and heartaches are from the 
actions and decisions of others.  

We can trust God in both of 
those. That’s a promise.

When I left for the start of 
classes at Murray (Ky.) State 

University in August 1978, the 
most advanced piece of technol-
ogy I owned was a Smith Corona 
portable electric typewriter. It was a 
gift from my parents.

Technology touches practically 
every aspect of our lives today. I 
began this column in the car using 
the Dragon Dictation app on my 
iPhone. As I spoke into the app, 
it transcribed my words into text. 
Pretty amazing!

A recent survey suggested people 
would rather give up their tooth-
brush than their smartphone. 
Other things smartphone users are 
willing to give up include exercise 
for a week, caffeine, chocolate and 
even shoes. Thirty-four percent of 
iPhone users said they use their 
phone at the dinner table, versus 
21 percent of Android users and 15 
percent of BlackBerry users.

Technology is greatly impacting 

newspapers, as we no longer can 
print only news stories on a “static” 
page. The staff at the ABN works 
hard to use video and audio in our 
digital edition and on our Web site 
to help tell stories.

The ABN 
staff uses 
iPhones for a 
variety of pur-
poses, including 
recording inter-
views, taking 
photos, shooting 
videos, research-
ing stories and 
taking notes. Recently, we emailed 
a pastor, asking for a photo of his 
renovated sanctuary. The only cam-
era he had available was an iPhone. 
The photo he took with the iPhone 
was good enough to publish.

In the church, the use of tech-
nology continues to grow as mem-
bers have come to expect better 
sound, lighting and use of audiovi-

suals. It was not too many years ago 
that projecting words to hymns or 
praise choruses in front of the audi-
torium was considered by some to 
be sacrilegious. Today, it is becom-
ing commonplace in both large and 

small churches.
While technolo-

gy can help simplify 
our lives, some-
times the result is 
just the opposite. 
It is easy to allow 
technology to over-
whelm and distract 
us from things like 

having a daily time with the Lord.
Our lives seem to be busier than 

ever. Where we at one time only 
had to deal with our home phone 
or office phone ringing, now we 
carry a cell phone practically every-
where we go – essentially making 
ourselves available 24/7. And that’s 
not to mention email. Pastors – 
particularly in smaller churches 

– can sometimes feel they have no 
“down time” with a cell phone and 
email seemingly always at their side.

There is, of course, a tremen-
dous upside to the use of technol-
ogy by pastors in sermon prepara-
tion, calendaring, planning and a 
host of other uses.

I use my iPad and iPhone every 
day for Bible study. I keep my 
daily prayer list updated on my 
iPad. Every morning I get an alert 
reminding me that it is time for my 
quiet time. I feel these devices really 
help me stay focused and on track 
in my walk with the Lord.

If you are a technology nut like 
me, make sure you are making it 
work for you – rather than letting it 
be a distraction. Technology is won-
derful, but if it becomes an idol or 
steps in between us and our walkS 
with the Lord, it could be just what 
the devil ordered.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.
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Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough

Scripture tells us that Joseph was 
30 years old when he became 

governor of Egypt. He was 17 when 
sold into slavery by his “loving” 
brothers.

If you do the 
math, for 13 
years, Joseph 
dealt with a 
great deal of 
pain, confusion 
and questions. 
yet we see him 
maintain his character and his 
commitment to God – allowing 
his trials and tribulations to make 
him victorious for his God. Do you 
remember that scriptural account? 

Joseph could have made certain 
decisions, and odds are no one 
would have ever known or found 
out. He refused to disappoint his 
boss, but more than that, he re-
fused to disappoint or dishonor his 
God. God sees our lives at all times, 
even when we can’t see ourselves or 
when others can’t see our actions.

Having seen that in this 
Scripture, what we learn is we can’t 
just throw in the towel, have a pity 
party or sit around doing nothing.  

Joseph never forgot what hap-
pened during that time in his life. 

God has made me forget

guest ViewPOint
Eric Hodge

pastor
Mt. Olive Baptist, Crossett

Dylan book review
After reading “The Gospel 

According to Bob Dylan” review, 
8/11/11, I wondered what is 
next, “The Gospel 
According to 
Michael Jackson?”

Do we not have 
any truly born again, 
sold-out to Jesus peo-
ple to write about 
anymore?

I hope Mr. Dylan made a real 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ 

as his personal Lord and Savior. 
The review said the author does 
not give concrete facts about 
Dylan’s faith but instead gives 
evidence and allows those who 

read the book [to] 
decide who Dylan 
really is. Can’t Mr. 
Dylan give us con-
crete facts about 
his faith, or is it 

just another celebrity thing? 
I am weary of our Sunday school 

material and Southern Baptist 

literature parading secular people 
in front of us like they were some 
kind of god. 

Tell us about the heroes of the 
Bible and godly men and woman 
who are dedicated, committed 
Christians, not afraid to speak up 
about their faith.

Psalms 107:2 says, “Let the re-
deemed of the Lord say so, whom 
He hath redeemed from the hand 
of the enemy.”

Franklin Piercey
First Baptist, Scranton

Letter 
tO the editOr
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When we give ... we gain!
How should ministers 
use their “pastoral 
authority”?

Baptists Ask

Pastoral authority” is the 
minister’s ability to influ-

ence decisions in a church. It 
originates from three sources: 
1) externally, 
as part of the 
pastor’s job title, 
2) internally, as 
part of the min-
ister’s personal-
ity and leader-
ship style and 3) 
spiritually, as part 
of God’s calling for the minister. 
Spiritually mature pastors can 
better discern how to balance 
the internal and external sources 
of their authority.    

At times, ministers infer that 
they are the sole church authori-
ties. They believe that churches 
should hear their opinions and 
follow their wishes. This pasto-
ral version of “the buck stops 
here” often evolves into “my way 
or the highway.” Often when 
this happens, tensions flare and 
forced terminations occur.

The “priesthood of all believ-
ers,” a core Baptist doctrine, 
prohibits the pastor from being 
the church’s sole authority. 
Because all Christians possess 
the Holy Spirit, all church 
members should discern God’s 
will for the congregation. The 
congregational type of church 
government, based on this 
equality, affirms that each 
member, including the pastor, 
has only one vote. Such equal-
ity should promote unity and 
harmony within the church.

Although the pastor is the 
“prophet of God” to the church, 
this does not mean that the pas-
tor is above reproach. A pastor’s 
ideas and exhortations should 
be checked through Scripture 
and prayer, and the congrega-
tion can challenge and question 
him.  

A minister’s best use of pasto-
ral authority is to shepherd and 
to serve the church. 1 Timothy 
3 speaks of a minister’s integrity 
and service, not a minister’s 
power. Because Christians lead 
by service, instead of coercion, 
the pastor is the chief servant of 
the church. Even when pastors 
have to make tough decisions, 
they should always do so in a 
humble manner. When a pastor 
humbly serves, the congregation 
will humbly serve, as well. 

Editor’s note: Send questions 
regarding theology and Baptist 
beliefs to Editor, Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Drive, Little 
Rock, AR 72204, or email tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

A man was in front of me in line at a local store. 
He does not go to my church, but he engaged 

me in conversation, turning to me and saying, “Pastor, 
times are hard. I have to work almost all week just to 
buy the gas to get me to my job and buy a little food. 
I do not feel like I have much I can give to my fam-
ily, much less to the Lord. What 
should I do?” 

As the man stood there in line 
after saying these words, a lady 
who overheard the conversation 
said, “Amen to that!” 

The sentiment across our na-
tion and even across our conven-
tion is times are hard economical-
ly for many families and churches. 
Trust me, in the Mississippi Delta 
we know this to be a reality. What does this mean 
for our giving or stewardship? Do the principles of 
Scripture change or re-adjust to the American econo-
my? Do the truths of Scripture need to be reevaluated 
in light of the ever-changing stock market? 

I do not know many Baptists who would say that 
God’s Word should be altered to match our society in 
any way. However, there are many churches this time 
of year making some really difficult decisions about 
how to budget and spend God’s money. Oftentimes, 
finance committees go into panic mode, and the first 
thing on the budget chopping block is the Cooperative 
Program (CP).

Let me encourage you to take a clear and defined 
stand for Cooperative Program giving in your church’s 
budget this year. Perhaps decide to do a better job of 
promoting stewardship in your church, help people 

get out of debt, work harder at creating a viable week-
to-week budget and spend some time seeking the 
will of God in your church’s finances – but by all 
means, do not allow the CP to get cut in your church. 
The Cooperative Program is the means of Southern 
Baptists to carry out the mission of our Lord. How can 

we expect God to bless our churches if 
we are not allowing for the continuation 
of the Lord’s mission?

The Cooperative Program gives 
Arkansas Baptist churches focus. The 
CP allows us to keep our priorities in 
order as Southern Baptists. Through 
the CP, we focus on reaching the lost, 
planting churches and ministering to 
the real needs of people on your street, 
in Arkansas and around the world.

The Cooperative Program also gives us fellowship. 
The only way we can successfully take the gospel into 
all the world is by working together. The CP allows us 
to join together and do God’s work.

The Cooperative Program also gives us a future. 
Without strong support for the many ministries, mis-
sion projects and missionaries provided through our 
CP giving, as Southern Baptists and Arkansas Baptists, 
we will face decline and become ineffective for the 
Lord. 

Through the Cooperative Program, lives are being 
forever changed by the gospel across the streets of your 
town and across the scope of this world. By faith, why 
not give just one half of one percent more this year and 
see what God does in your church?

Clay Hallmark is pastor of First Baptist Church, Marion, 
and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

The world is quick to attribute to Jesus quotes and 
phrases it believes our Savior to have said, rather 

than to simply open and read His 
Word.

In “10 Things Jesus Never Said … 
and why you should STOP believing 
them,” author Will Davis Jr. explores 
common myths about our relation-
ship with God and seeks to lead the 
reader to replace them with words of 
truth straight from Jesus.

Davis attacks the subject of “10 Things 
Jesus Never Said” and related topics with 
simplicity that anyone can understand.

In the book’s introduction, the author 
poses the question, “What would happen 
if you were invited to a face-to-face meet-
ing with Jesus?” While it is a meeting 
most Christians would want with their 
risen Lord, for others, such a meeting 
wouldn’t be so inviting. Davis surmises 
it would be because so many who profess 
Christ as Savior have a sense of guilt 
because they know they don’t meet His 
standards and don’t walk with Him daily.

In Part 1, Davis opens the book with, “The most 
important thing Jesus ever said,” and then proceeds to 
demonstrate through Scripture how Jesus wants us to 

personally know Him. 
Drawing from Matthew 11:28, “‘Come to Me, 

all who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest’” (ESV), Davis 
explains, “Jesus is in the business of 
burden lifting. Part of his mission is 
to remove the load from the shoulders 
of religious seekers and weary spiritual 
travelers. It doesn’t matter what the 

load is, how long you’ve carried it, or how 
ugly it might be. If it’s weighing you down 
and sapping your spiritual strength, Jesus 
wants it.” 

In the remainder of the book, starting 
in Part 2, Davis begins a serious explora-
tion around the original topic, “Things 
Jesus never said.” Included in the discus-
sion are 11 phrases, such as, “you’re too 
far gone to be saved,” “I’m so disappoint-
ed in you,” “It’s okay not to love certain 
people” and “This is a cross you must 
bear.”

Discussion questions are included at 
the end of each chapter, making the book 
a possible source for group study.

“10 Things Jesus Never Said” is an interesting read 
for anyone searching for a straightforward discussion 
of the most perplexing questions of faith.

President’s
PersPectiVe

Clay Hallmark

Gore

10 Things Jesus Never Said
by Will Davis Jr., Revell, 2011

BOOk reView
Tim Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas 
Baptist churches to submit reviews 
of religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 

in the past six months. 
Reviews submitted for publica-

tion may be edited for content and 
style.

If interested, please contact Tim 
yarbrough, editor, at tim@arkansas-
baptist.org, or call 800-838-2272 
(toll-free in-state) or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151.

Read any good books lately?

Ken Gore is chair of the Williams 
Baptist College department of Chris-
tian ministries.
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MORE THAN a year and a half fol-
lowing the devastating earthquake 
in Haiti, Arkansas Baptist volunteers 
continue to respond by providing as-
sistance in a variety of ways.

“The Holy Spirit is at work boldly 
in Haiti,” said Bob Fielding, a mem-
ber of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) missions min-
istries team and Haiti project coor-
dinator.

Fielding said following the cata-
strophic earthquake in January 
2010, Arkansas Baptists respond-
ed to immediate needs of people 
through methods such as provid-
ing shelter and food. To date, some 
2,000 professions of faith have been 
made, and new ministries are start-
ing. Most recently, ABSC churches 
have been helping with a new minis-
try that the locals call “kids clubs.” 

The first club began after South-
side Baptist Church, Stuttgart, and 
Faith Baptist Church, DeWitt, sent 
a joint team to Haiti.

During their trip, they donated 
supplies to several schools, and 
while doing so, they were allowed 
to visit the classes at the schools. In 
the classes, they not only had the 
chance to share information about 
the American culture, but they also 

Lowery Beck, M.D.
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro

JONESBORO – An evangelistic 
team from Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, consisting of Cindi 
Brown, Rachel Homard, Meredith 
Benton, Wil Allen and I set out for 
Haiti on June 24 without any pre-
conceived expectations. Our team 
was an eclectic group that was unit-
ed around the central purpose of 
spreading the gospel to a seeking 
group of people.

Every mission trip seems to have 
its share of obstacles. The first such 
hurdle for our team was a flight 
delay before we even got out of the 
United States. We may never know 
the reason for the delay, but we ar-
rived in Haiti almost 24 hours later 
than planned. This hurdle did not 
really put us too behind schedule 
and gave our team some extra rest 
before plunging ahead.  

Our team was high-energy so we 
hit the ground running upon our 
arrival. The first afternoon we vis-
ited a neighborhood closest to the 
Baptist camp. Immediately after 
those visits were completed, I met 
with Roody, the missionary in resi-
dence at the Baptist camp. Roody 
shared with me his thoughts and 
strategies. Roody had been praying 
over an area we came to call “Voo-
dooland” for about three years. He 
discerned the time was appropriate 
– with the help of our team – to 

The truth will set you free – Haiti 2011

God continues ‘bold work’ in Haiti
had the chance to share the gospel. 
They even held an open-air service 
under a mango tree across from a 
school one day.

Following this trip, a team from 
Park Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, went to Haiti to build 
permanent homes. One day, they 
stopped to talk to a group of chil-
dren gathered under a tarp at what 
turned out to be the gathering place 
for the church at Bas Miton.

The local pastor told them that 
the Stuttgart/DeWitt team had in-
spired him as he observed their chil-
dren’s ministry in the schools, and 
the Holy Spirit then led him to start  
“a kids club.” This news, in turn, in-
spired the Park Hill team to build an 
open-air building for the club, the 
church and the community. 

With Arkansas Baptist teams’ 
help, several other Haitian churches 
have now begun holding kids clubs, 
as well.

Along with this development, 
teams of Arkansas Baptists have 
also been serving in other types of 
ministry. An optometry team from 
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
saw 38 professions of faith and fitted 
500 pairs of glasses. Several weeks 
before, the same church had sent 

an evangelism team that led an as-
tonishing 1,000 people to Christ.  
Six of those new believers had been 
Voodoo priests (see first-person ac-
count below).

“Now what I would want to say 
is that this can only be explained 
by the Holy Spirit’s sovereign work, 
because other teams that are just as 

faithful win 20 to the Lord in a week 
or 100 to the Lord in a week,” said 
Fielding. 

“And so we see this as just an ex-
traordinary outpouring of the Spirit, 
and we believe evidence that God is 
sending revival to Haiti, or at least 
some evidence that He’s sending re-
vival to Haiti.”

enter the Voodoo village and pro-
claim the gospel. 

Roody dropped off a translator, 
Wil and me into the heart of the 
Voodoo village. Being in the center 
of an area so seduced by Satan was, 
indeed, a humbling experience, as 
well as a little disconcerting. The 
visit with the residing witch doctor 
(Voodoo priest) and his witch went 
really well. They were very hospi-
table and receptive, although they 
were not ready to give everything up 
and follow Christ. 

As a side note, Voodoo is not only 
the witch doctor’s religion; it is his 

method of making money and sup-
porting his family. The witch doctor 
is accustomed to receiving payment 
or valuables for the rites and ritu-
als he performs. The concept of a 
free gift of salvation had to be com-
municated. Our team was not going 
to give up – we told them that we 
would be back.

The second witch doctor that 
we visited turned out to be one of 
my favorites. A stereotypical image 
Americans have of a backwards, face-
painted and nose-pierced savage was 
completely destroyed. Instead, we 
found a friendly, humble and well-

educated man, dressed much like 
you or me. He gave his life to Jesus 
after a long struggle because of the 
things he knew he would have to 
give up – mainly his means of sup-
port and his temple. 

That night at the camp we were 
able to share with the whole team 
how God was working in the Voo-
doo village. God was going before 
us and pulling down barriers, and 
the Holy Spirit was in the business 
of “destroying speculations and 
every lofty thing raised up against 
the knowledge of God” (2 Cor. 
10:5). The way had been prepared 
for our team. The next day we took 
our whole team back to the Voodoo 
village to share Jesus. 

In Leogane, Haiti, there was one 
more center of Voodoo, and God 
had prepared hearts in this village, 
as well. God saved more than 1,000-
plus souls during the week, includ-
ing six witch doctors and many of 
their followers. 

Prior to any of our visits, our 
mission’s pastor and a layperson 
prayed for us, that the people in 
Haiti would have dreams and vi-
sions of us coming to them to share 
the news of Jesus. During our week 
there, we would see this come to 
pass, as several folks shared that 
they knew we were coming because 
they had seen us in their dreams. 
It was truly an amazing week that 
has left an indelible imprint of the 
Master’s hand upon our team.

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, mission team, front row from left: Rachel Brown-Homard, Cindi 
Brown, Meredith Benton and Lowery Beck. Back row: Wil Allen.

A Haitian Voodoo priest was saved inside this temple. He has since left the temple.

2,000 make decisions for Christ



ABSC
calendar

•Aug. 26-27: Ouachita Baptist 
University Campus Ministries Re-
treat – Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkadelphia
•Aug. 26: Partners in Ministry – 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
building, Little Rock
•Aug. 27: Baptist youth Day – 
Magic Springs, Hot Springs
•Aug. 29: Regional Training for 
Church and Association Missions 
Leaders – First Baptist Church, Van 
Buren
•Aug. 30: Williams Baptist Col-
lege Fall Semester Registration 
– Williams Baptist College, Walnut 
Ridge
•Aug. 30: your Church & Money 
Seminar – Waldron and Fayetteville
•Aug. 30: Regional Training for 
Church and Association Missions 
Leaders – First Baptist Church, 
Mountain Home
•Aug. 31: Williams Baptist Col-
lege Fall Classes Begin – Williams 
Baptist College, Walnut Ridge
•Sept. 1: Prepare/Enrich Train-
ing for Ministerial Staff – Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention building, 
Little Rock
•Sept. 3: Autism Spectrum Dis-
order Workshop – Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention building, Little 
Rock
•Sept. 6: your Church & Money 
Seminar – Little Rock and Pine 
Bluff
•Sept. 10: A.D.H.D Conference 
– Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
building, Little Rock
•Sept. 12: Regional Training for 
Church and Association Missions 
Leaders – First Baptist Church, 
Marion
•Sept. 13: Regional Training for 
Church and Association Missions 
Leaders – Parkview Baptist Church, 
El Dorado
•Sept. 18-25: Week of Prayer for 
State Missions/Dixie Jackson Ar-
kansas Missions Offering – State-
wide
•Oct. 1: Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip – Ouachita Baptist Asso-
ciation (Mena and DeQueen area) 
For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

Training Dates:
Aug. 29: First Baptist, Van Buren
Aug. 30: First Baptist, Mountain Home
Sept. 12: First Baptist, Marion
Sept. 13: Parkview Baptist, El Dorado            

Schedule:
6-6:15 p.m. Opening
6:15-7 p.m. Session 1
7-7:15 p.m. Break
7:15-8 p.m. Session 2

Regional missions education training
Session 1:
Women’s Missions/Ministry 
How to Teach Student Missions 
Men’s Missions/Ministry 
How to Teach Children Missions
How to Teach Preschool Missions

Session 2:
Associational Women’s Missions/Ministry 
Project HELP:  Human Exploitation
Royal Ambassadors 
Girls in Action/Children in Action
Mission Friends

No pre-registration required. For more information, contact the Arkansas Baptist State Convention missions 
support team at 800-838-2272, ext.5138.

LITTLE ROCK – MosQuest, a 
one-day event to connect Chris-
tian women from Arkansas Baptist 
churches with Muslim women, is set 
for Saturday, Oct. 15.

At MosQuest, Arkansas Baptist 
women will visit a mosque in Little 
Rock and then participate in a wom-
en’s prayer tea.

The purpose of MosQuest is to 
help Arkansas Baptist women bet-
ter understand a Muslim perspec-
tive and learn how to take steps to 
establish friendships that will point 
to Christ. 

For more information, contact 
Debbie Moore at dmoore@absc.org, 
or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5138.

MosQuest experience coming in October

HOT SPRINGS – Uprising, Baptist 
youth Day at Magic Springs, has 
been scheduled for Aug. 27. The 
event will feature Christian bands 
performing throughout the day and 
will conclude with a performance by 
Christian artist, Shonlock. 

Preston (formerly Two Empty 
Chairs) will lead worship, and Doug 
Compton, a Christian youth evan-
gelist, will speak at the event.

Sean Mills, Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention evangelism and church 
growth team member, encouraged 
churches to support Uprising. 

“Make this your back-to-school 
event. Uprising will be a thrilling 
day of enjoying theme park rides 
and a water park all in one.”

The park opens at 10 a.m. Sea-
son passes are accepted. For more 
information, including cost, contact 
Lindsey Moon at 800-838-2272 or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5222.

Shonlock to perform at Baptist Youth Day

Master’Singers retreat set for Sept. 22-23
Shonlock

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Master’Singers Annual Retreat will 
be held Sept. 22-23 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. 

Master’Singers 
includes ministers 
of music/worship 
leaders, directors, 
a c compan i s t s , 
choir leaders, pastors and other staff 
members and staff spouses from Ar-
kansas Baptist churches in every cor-
ner of the state. Choir and orches-

tra members from local churches 
are also invited to participate with 
the group with the endorsement of 

their ministers of 
music/worship 
leaders.

Master’Singers 
sing in a variety 
of venues, includ-
ing the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
Annual Meeting, local churches and 
prisons.

“These men and women find 

incredible joy in singing and wor-
shiping, in leading others to wor-
ship, in sharing fellowship and in 
praying and supporting each other 
as they serve weekly in churches all 
over our state,” said Larry Grayson, 
Master’Singers director and ABSC 
leadership and worship team mem-
ber.

For more information or for 
enrollment brochures, email lgray-
son@absc.org or nrose@absc.org, or 
go to www.absc.org/music or www.
arkansasmastersingers.com.

THE ACTS 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip, sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention missions 
ministries team, will be held Oct. 1 
in Ouachita Baptist Association.

Ministry opportunities include 
prayer walking, children’s activities, 
senior adult ministry, home repairs/

painting, health clinics, youth sports 
camps, evangelism, yard work, a fish-
ing derby, block parties and cowboy 
ministries. 

For more information, go to www.
absc.org/communityministries, 
or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5150, or 
email bfreeman@absc.org.

One Day Mission Trip set

Mark your calendar

YEC
Youth Evangelism 

Conference
March 30-31, 2012

Statehouse Convention 
Center, Little Rock

www.arkansasbaptist.org 7aBSC



Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

CHARLESTON, Mo. – For chil-
dren in the surrounding low-income 
community, it was like the carnival 
had come to town.

But it wasn’t a carnival. It was 
the recreation ministry of Indian 
Springs Baptist Church, Bryant, and 
equipment it uses ultimately for one 
purpose: evangelism.

Watching Indian Springs and 
members of its mission team set 
up at the Shining 
Light Outreach Cen-
ter in the Southeast 
Missouri town of 
Charleston is a won-
der in itself. After 
trucks and trailers 
pull up, a team of 
volunteers quickly 
start assembling what 
could be some of the 
most elaborate equip-
ment used by any Ar-
kansas Baptist church 
or association.

Included is a huge 
four-station bungee 
jump that rises 25 
feet in the air and takes volunteers 
nearly two hours to assemble. There 
is also a 26-foot climbing wall, usu-
ally seen at large malls and outdoor 
events, a “twin spin” and an inflat-
able slide. 

“We try to come up several times 
during the year and help (Shining 
Light) out,” said Lisa Kanai, Indian 
Springs children’s minister who co-
ordinates missions for the church. 
Nineteen members of the church 
made this trip, including 10 youth.

Indian Springs Pastor Tom Wil-
liams said the church models its mis-
sions ministry around Acts 1:8.

“We try to keep (missions) in 
the forefront,” said Williams. “We 
strongly believe in our convention 
and what we try to do as a conven-
tion. We stand with NAMB (North 
American Mission Board). We stand 
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Indian Springs serves ‘Shining Light’

Young girls from a Charleston, Mo., neighborhood with Hailey Kanai, 18, of Bryant (second from 
left), Alexis Hamilton, 15, of Charleston (center) and Haven Kanai, 15, of Bryant. The group met 
Hamilton three years ago, and she now works with their team when they visit.

For more information about Shin-
ing Light Outreach Center, go to 
www.shininglightoutreach.org. 
Watch a video at www.arkansas-
baptist.org.

Children and teenagers wait to bungee jump (above). Shining Light director Dean Wallace 
(right) baptizes Mike Kellum, 16, of Charleston, Mo. Kellum returned to Bryant with members 
of the recreation team to spend the week. Photos by Hannah Kanai. 

with the IMB (International Mis-
sion Board), strongly. We want to be 
genuine. We want to be involved in 
God’s mission.”

In addition to various Arkansas 
and Samaria outreach projects like 
Missouri, Williams said the church 
does work in Macedonia, where his 
son is a missionary.

Kanai said children and teens love 
the equipment used by the church.

“Our main objective was to evan-
gelize the community. A tool we used 
to accomplish that was equipment 

that we knew the kids 
would find appeal-
ing,” she said, adding 
they mainly brought 
outreach tools for 
children. This par-
ticular week they did 
not anticipate the 
number of teenage 
boys that showed up, 
so adjustments had 
to be made.

“The first day we 
went pray(er) walk-
ing and talking to 
kids that we saw as 
we walked,” said 
Kanai. “After seeing 

all the teenage boys on Sunday, we 
made the decision that we would do 
a Bible study environment for the 
teens and then continue our music/
puppet-driven presentation for the 
elementary age and below.”

Indian Springs provided a meal 
each day, along with popcorn and 
snow cones. Nearly 200 children 
and teens attended each night. 

“The last night we took all the 
teens and had a cookout in a local 
park and a Bible study,” said Kanai. 
“Over the last several years, we have 
met a few teens that our teenagers 
have developed a relationship with, 
and they spent their time being a 
part of our team. Four of the teens 
came home with us (to Bryant) and 
spent the week.”

Dean Wallace, Shining Light di-
rector, said the area in Charleston 

where the outreach center is located 
is particularly challenging due to the 
economic condition of its residents. 
The center, which includes an ex-
tensive clothes closet and food pan-
try, recently provided food for more 
than 150 people and clothing for 
several hundred others. He said sup-
port of churches like Indian Springs 
is crucial.

“It’s amazing how God just seems 
to continue to bless and to provide 
for our greatest needs,” said Wal-
lace.

“We praise God for Indian 
Springs Baptist Church and all they 
have done to make this ministry a 
success and to see lives transformed 
and changed.” 

Kanai said two 12-year-old boys 
made professions of faith.

“One of them was a young man 
who had been disruptive all week,” 
she explained, adding the boy was 
particularly upset the night before 
the group was set to leave.

As the boy walked away from the 
center, Kanai said something made 
her go after him.

“I called after him and asked him 
to stop, but he just kept walking,” 
she said. “He was an angry young 
man. I told him why I had been ask-

ing him to stop doing some of the 
things he had been doing, … and 
then I said, ‘Come on, and I’ll put 
you on the bungee.’”

The next morning Kanai said she 
got the opportunity to share Christ 
with the boy.

“I asked him if he know what it 
meant to be loved, and he said, ‘No.’ 
So, I shared with him about the un-
conditional love of Christ. He accept-
ed Christ. He spent the remainder of 
our time hanging out and helping 
us. When I left, the young man came 
and said, “Next time I’m going home 
with you!’”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Sherri Richards, preschool director at 
Indian Springs, assists a young boy on the 
climbing wall.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 9SpeCial SeCTion

“SOUTHERN BAPTISTS in World 
Service” – a booklet written by E.P. 
Alldredge for the Sunday School 
Board (now LifeWay Christian Re-
sources) in 1936 – aptly captured 
the essence of the Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP), started in 1925. 

It stated simply, “(It’s) the begin-
ning of a new day in Southern Bap-
tist life and work.” 

The foresight and wisdom of 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) leaders to establish a coordi-
nated and united giving plan for all 
churches has resulted in literally mil-
lions of lost souls around the world 
professing Jesus Christ as personal 
Lord and Savior since 1925 – and its 
impact continues to resonate greatly 
in the Natural State.

In 2004, revivalist Henry Blacka-
by captured the sentiments of many 
when he expressed that the Cooper-
ative Program was much more than 
just a great idea, saying, “The Co-
operative Program is not something 
men designed, but something God 
put together.”

When a church gives a portion 
of its receipts through the CP, its 
gospel reach expands exponentially 
across its community, state, nation 

and world.
M.E. Dodd, considered the father 

of the Cooperative Program, wrote 
about it in a tract, “Why I Like the 
Baptist Cooperative Program.” He 
listed seven “special advantages” 
of the united giving 
plan that are still 
true today:
 It enables me 

to carry out my part 
of Christ’s program 
of service.
 The Coopera-

tive Program enables 
me to have a part 
in all that is being 
done.
 The Coopera-

tive Program enables 
me to have some part in the whole 
work of Christ each and every week 
of the year.
 This Cooperative Program en-

ables me to do all that needs to be 
done, because it includes every sort 
of service to every sort of somebody 
that any sort of anybody may wish to 
render (it is the only program in the 
world that is all-inclusive to every 
human need).
 This Cooperative Program en-

ables me to carry out God’s finan-
cial program for His kingdom.
 This Baptist Cooperative Pro-

gram fixes the support of Christ’s 
causes as a permanent principle in 
life and does not leave them to tem-

porary emotional 
appeal.
 The Coop-

erative Program 
does not leave the 
causes of Christ 
to become the 
victims of tempo-
rary weather con-
ditions, depres-
sions in business 
or other hindered 
causes.

The Coop-
erative Program has shaped for all 
eternity generations of Southern 
Baptists who have been called into 
service with the charge to carry the 
good news of Jesus Christ to their 
communities, state and country and 
throughout the entire world. Pastors 
and other leaders attending South-
ern Baptist seminaries are assisted 
in receiving a theological education 
through the CP.

“The Cooperative Program is in-

tensely personal for me,” said Don 
Pucik, associate executive director 
at the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC). “I was saved in a 
storefront mission planted by the 
CP, educated in schools funded by 
the CP, served as a home missionary 
sent by the CP and now I’m working 
in a ministry to Arkansas churches 
supported by the CP.”

Pucik added, “Through the CP, 
every Southern Baptist church was 
a vital part of those ministries God 
used to save me, train me and send 
me. The same can be said for every 
other CP-supported endeavor on 
the planet.”

Former SBC foreign missionary 
Rusty Hart, who now serves on the 
ABSC executive support team, said 
he witnessed the impact of CP on 
the field every day.

“I saw with my own eyes how 
our Cooperative Program money 
changes lives,” said Hart. “I knew 
that with every dollar we invested in 
seeing people come to Christ, I was 
representing all Southern Baptists 
who had sacrificed to make sure 
that the gospel message came to the 

The Cooperative Program plan

‘A new day for Southern Baptist work’

See NEW DAY page 11



The road less traveled
Brittany Breedlove has chosen to 

walk a road that few 23-year-old Ar-
kansans travel as she spends three 
years as a Journeyman in Niger. Re-
cently, Brittany was approached by 
a couple of men looking for help 
building a road to their village, 
Kalgo. 

Though she couldn’t help them 
with the road, she was invited to 
come and visit them. Once in 
Kalgo, Brittany was asked by the 
chief to meet with all the 
women. She felt that be-
fore she could speak with 
individuals, the leaders 
needed to understand 
exactly why she was in 
their country. She left a 
cassette that included the 
Gospel of John for the 
village leaders to examine. 

When she returned to the village 
to find out if she would be allowed 
to meet with the women, the chief 
told her that they agreed partly with 
the message but could not accept 
Jesus as the Son of God. 

As Brittany began to share about 
Jesus and answer questions, one 
man spoke up and told her that 
Kalgo was fine the way it was. One 
man, however, opposed him and in-
vited Brittany to share with his fam-

ily. The chief quickly agreed that it 
would be fine for Brittany to share 
with the family and any others, 
which she is in the process of doing 
right now.

From death to life
Monty and Janis Thompson, 

Arkansans now serving as interna-
tional missionaries in one 
of the most unreached 
cities in Brazil, were lead-
ing a volunteer team from 

America to make 
evangelistic visits 
in 500 homes in 
their area. 

One of the visits had to 
be postponed because the 
teenage son in the family 
had just attempted suicide 
for the third time. The par-

ents were overcome by their son’s 
desire to die. Several days later, 
Monty and Janis were able to to 
share with this young man and his 
parents about the healing power of 
Jesus Christ. The entire family ac-
cepted Christ. 

Overwhelmed by the life-chang-
ing power of Jesus, the family 
opened their home for the Thomp-
sons to lead a seven-week Bible 
study so they could share with their 
friends and neighbors. Once at 

death’s door, this young man and 
his family have found the beauty of 
living with God.  

Extraordinary vs. ordinary
It seemed very ordinary to stop 

on the side of the road and help a 
young man and his fiancé who were 
trying to change a flat tire. It was 

there on the side of the 
road that Tracy Clayton, a 
Cooperative Program chap-
lain in Arkansas, first met 
Tim and Anna. 

Later that day, Tracy 
was sitting at an Arkansas 
Baptist Biker Association 

booth (the group that Tracy minis-
ters to as a chaplain) in Jonesboro 
when Tim stopped by to 
say thanks for the help ear-
lier that morning. He was 
beginning to walk away 
when Tracy asked if Tim 
had a few minutes to get 
better acquainted. 

As they sat and talk-
ed more in depth, Tracy was able 
to share God’s plan of salvation. 
Through his tears, Tim accepted 
Christ as his Savior and Lord of his 
life. Tracy and Tim remind us that 
God uses ordinary people and ordi-
nary circumstances to change lives 
in an extraordinary way. 

Confidence in God
The painful effects of divorce 

left their mark on Curtis Christian, 
who had trouble being confident in 
many of his decisions, even doubt-
ing his salvation. 

Curtis’ struggles led him to get 
involved in the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM) at the University 
of Arkansas-Fort Smith. As Curtis 
grew in the Lord, he also grew as a 
leader and decided to say, “yes,” to 
whatever God might have in store 
for his future. 

His decision led him to work with 
International Mission Board (IMB) 
missionaries in Bangkok on a sum-
mer mission trip. Soon afterward, 
he began dating one of his fellow 

team members, and before 
long, they were married. 

Curtis is very intention-
al about building a healthy 
and happy marriage. He 
and Kate are now students 
at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary  in 

Wake Forest, S.C., and are awaiting 
God’s direction for their next step. 

The Cooperative Program 
changed Curtis’ college experience 
and is providing his seminary edu-
cation. It is helping him move into 
the future with confidence, know-
ing that God has big plans for him!
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Eternal impact of the Cooperative Program

The Thompsons

The Christians

Brittany Breedlove (left)
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NEW DAY
continued from page 9

“A TIME TO CELEBRATE” is the 
theme of the Cooperative Program 
(CP) Emphasis Month set for Oc-
tober. 

“Cooperative Program brochures 
and posters are available at no cost 
to churches,” said Rusty Hart, CP 
specialist on the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention  executive support 
team.

Hart said CP Month packets 
contain sermon outlines, CP sto-

ries, children’s activities and other 
resources.

“Be sure to take advantage of this 
opportunity to help your church 
understand how it is being used to 
change the world through the SBC 
(Southern Baptist Convention) Co-
operative Program,” said Hart.

To order CP Month materials, 
contact Trinka Newman at 800-838-
2272, ext. 5158, or email tnewman@
absc.org.

CP materials available

people of Russia. 
“It was a great honor to share 

with people that Southern Bap-
tists all over the world gave so that 
I could be there at that moment to 
introduce them to Jesus. Through 

the Cooperative Program, you were 
there with us in Russia every time 
someone came to Christ. That is 
the miracle of the Cooperative Pro-
gram.”

Pucik said one of the beauties of 
the Cooperative Program is it allows 
“every church (to) become a part of 
everything that Baptists are doing 
everywhere every day.”

‘Empty Hands’  
video online
Check out  additional CP 
resources, such as the 
‘Empty Hands’ video, 
at www.arkansasbap-
tist.org or www.vimeo.
com/24977894.





www.arkansasbaptist.org 13Cp exTra

Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADELPHIA – Both Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity and the Cooperative Program (CP) have 
strong roots in Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion life. 

Ouachita, which is celebrating its 125th an-
niversary this year, continues its role as a leading 
liberal arts university in a Christ-centered learn-
ing community. The CP, a significant ministry 
tool since 1925, remains an effective channel for 
Arkansas Baptists to faithfully support Christian 
higher education, as well as numerous other min-
istry efforts throughout the state and beyond.

Ouachita President Rex Horne frequently 
emphasizes the importance of students, faculty 
and staff being difference makers for the cause of 
Christ in all areas of life.

In a recent letter of appreciation to Arkansas 
Baptist leaders, Dr. Horne wrote, “The 
Cooperative Program remains a vital 
resource in helping us produce new 
generations of difference makers 
as Ouachita remains true to the 
twin pillars of a love of God 
and a love of learning.”

Annual gifts through the 
CP help provide needed re-
sources for Ouachita Baptist 
University to train and equip 
current and future generations 
of ministers, teachers, physi-
cians, business leaders and more. 
Those generous contributions 
from individual Arkansas Baptists 
and local congregations equal approxi-
mately 20 percent of the financial aid that the 

university awards to students each year.
2 Corinthians 9:7 declares, “God loves 
a cheerful giver.” Through the CP, 

grassroots Arkansas Baptists can 
cheerfully and consistently sup-
port the life-shaping ministry of 
Christian higher education.

As Ouachita educates stu-
dents from more than 30 
states and 40 nations, Arkan-
sas Baptists are key partners in 
preparing those young people 

to make a difference for the 
sake of God’s kingdom both 

here at home and around the 
world.
Trennis Henderson is vice president for 

communications at Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity in Arkadelphia.

Brett Cooper
Williams Baptist College

WALNUT RIDGE – The Cooperative Program 
(CP) touches lives all over the world, including 
those of college students here in Arkansas. At 
Williams Baptist College (WBC), CP funds go 
directly toward scholarships, making Christian 
higher education possible for many students.

“Cooperative Program gifts provide approxi-
mately 60 percent of our academic and leadership 
scholarships at WBC. That is a direct benefit to 
students, many of whom would not be able to go 
to a Christian college otherwise,” said Williams 
President Jerol Swaim.

The Williams president noted that 82 percent 
of Williams students are from Arkansas, meaning 
scholarship money directed to the college has a 
big impact in the state.

“These are students who are specifically seeking 
a Christian college and who want that influence 
in their lives. About 25 percent of our resident 
students serve in some type of ministry during a 
typical summer, which tells you they have a heart 
for God,” Swaim noted.

The impact also extends well beyond the pres-
ent. Swaim said that the whole objective of Chris-
tian higher education is to provide a lasting, posi-
tive influence on students.

“We have many graduates in career ministry 
positions, and some 40 percent of our graduates 
are in various fields of education, influencing 
countless lives in the classroom. Other alumni 
are having an impact in a wide array of other oc-
cupations. The Cooperative Program money that 
helped make their education possible is having an 
influence many times over,” he said. 

The president noted that the CP funds account 
for more than 9 percent of the college’s budget.

“I really cannot imagine what we would do 
without the Cooperative Program,” Swaim said. 
“It is an incredibly effective way for Arkansas Bap-
tists to join together and do the Lord’s work both 
close to home and around the world.”

Brett Cooper is vice president for college relations at 
Williams Baptist College in Walnut Ridge.

CP gifts help Ouachita equip future leaders

CP funds help
WBC students
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BUSSALES
going the extra mile since 1953

Dr. Bettye Rogers Coward, the sev-
enth and first female president, will 
retire from Blue Mountain College on 
June 30, 2012, when she will have com-
pleted 11 years as president. 

Dr. Coward led the College in a 
functioning planning process, extensive 
refurbishing of campus facilities, increas-
ing enrollment, growing the endowment 
significantly, establishing the college’s 
first graduate program, and developing a 
campus-wide wireless internet and course 
management system while maintaining a 
debt free situation. 

These accomplishments position a 
new president to take this Christian 
institution of higher education to new 
heights of excellence. 

Blue Mountain College is accredited 
by the Commission on Colleges of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools to award baccalaureate and mas-
ters degrees.

Desired Qualifications: The success-
ful candidate will be a member of a Bap-
tist church affiliated with the Southern 
Baptist Convention, hold an earned doc-
torate and/or a successful tenure related 
to the nature of leading an institution 
of higher learning, and be an effective 

communicator. The college is seeking a 
president who has a passion forstudents 
and their development and a capacity for 
shaping and communicating an institu-
tional vision in ways that are compelling 
to donors, the media, and the commu-
nity and to other college constituents. 
He/she will be expected to be an effec-
tive manager of resources.

Challenges: The next president of 
Blue Mountain College will build upon 
the foundation developed by the current 
Board of Trustees, administration, fac-
ulty, and staff and take the institution to 
new heights of excellence. 

The new president, through hers/his 
leadership, will work with all of the col-
lege’s constituent groups to expand the 
influence and educational opportunities 
of the college in the region and beyond.

To Apply: Go to www.bmc.edu and 
follow the application process as found 
on the Presidential Search section. The 
Presidential Search Committee is com-
mitted to the highest standards of pro-
fessionalism in working with candidates, 
sources, and references, respecting the 
need for confidentiality. 

Applications will be accepted until 
the position is filled.

Presidential search
The Board of Trustees at Blue Mountain College, a coeducation-

al liberal arts Christian college affiliated with the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention, announces the search for its next president and invites 

nominations and applications for the position. 

Advertisement
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of September.

◆ Sept. 20: Joshua Stewart, OBU Box 3291, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001;  
 United Arab Emirates. 
◆ Sept. 28: Ben Schleiff, OBU Box 4602, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001;
 China.

86 years ago - August 1925

Archives
1901-2011

Sports camps
Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Witcherville, recently sent 
a team of 27 people to 
Nebraska to hold evange-
listic sports camps in towns 
where no Southern Baptist 
churches exist. During their 
stay, they held three sports 
camps, in which a total of 
211 children and teenagers 
were enrolled, and 63 of the 
children and teens made 
professions of faith in Christ.

Breaking ground
Friendship Baptist Church, Conway, breaks ground for their new worship center. From left: Ray 
Nabholz, president of NBMC, Inc.; Rik Sowell, president of Sowell Architects, Inc.; Joe Stockton of 
Arvest Bank; Ken Jordan, church pastor; Don Wells, chairman of deacons; and John Cheek, chairman 
of the building task force.

Advertise with the ABN. Call 800-838-2272, 
 ext. 5155, or email nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.



CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com
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Magnolia Baptist Church, Cros-
sett, will hold a 100th anniversary 
celebration at 10:30 a.m. Sept. 11. 
Greg Pierce, associational mission-
ary for Ashley County Baptist Asso-
ciation, is the featured speaker. All 
former church staff and members 
are invited to attend.

Church life

Joel Owen is serving on the staff 
of Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 
as student pastor.

Sonja McKinney has resigned 
from the staff of Crossgate Church, 
Hot Springs, as student director.

Ricky Donahue is serving as as-
sistant pastor of Caledonia Baptist 
Church, El Dorado.

Ardell W. Polk is retiring, effec-
tive Sept. 25, as pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Rector, where he has 
served for more than 20 years. Start-
ing in December he will be available 
for supply and interim pastorates. 
He can be reached at ardell.polk@
gmail.com.

On the move

Bill and Maifred Donahue 
were honored by Caledonia Baptist 
Church, El Dorado, and Liberty 
Baptist Association for 20 years of 
service to the church. Bill Donahue 
serves as minister of music, and his 
wife serves as the church pianist.

Milestones

ST. LOUIS – Jeff Rider of Williams 
Baptist College has been named the 
2010-11 American Midwest Con-
ference (AMC) 
Athletic Director 
of the year, the 
organization an-
nounced.

Rider, athletic 
director at Williams since 2006, was 
recognized at the conference meet-
ing on Aug. 1 at Harris-Stowe State 

University in St. Louis. 
Prior to becoming athletic di-

rector, Rider was men’s basketball 
coach at Williams. 
He is a Williams 
alumnus.

During the 
2010-11 school 
year, Rider was in-

strumental in renovations to light-
ing, scoreboards and fencing for 
the Eagles and has added a sports 

information director position and 
three assistant coaching positions, 
according to AMC.

“I am excited about this award for 
Jeff,” said Williams President Jerol 
Swaim. “Not only is it significant 
for him personally, it is very signifi-
cant for Williams. Also, I believe it 
demonstrates how seriously we take 
athletics and how seriously we take 
employing outstanding individuals, 
such as Jeff.”

Rider named ‘Athletic Director of the Year’

Jeff Rider (left) receives award from AMC 
Commissioner Lowell Pitzer.



C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

East Heights Baptist Church, Tupelo, Miss., is 
seeking a senior pastor who can operate in a 
team approach with pastoral staff. Our total Sunday 
morning attendance is 200-225 with great poten-
tial in the community for growth. Send resume to 
randymccoy@bellsouth.net or Randy McCoy, 290 
Tyler Willis Lane, Tupelo, MS 38804.

Small town church is seeking a full-time pas-
tor, age 35-45. He must adhere to the BF&M 2000 
and have quality preaching and leadership skills. 
Send resumes to Rector First Baptist Church, 200 S. 
Stewart, Rector, AR 72461, Attn: Pulpit Committee.

Sidney Baptist Church in rural Sharp County, 
Ark., is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Worship 
attendance 80-100. Send resumes to Pat Smith, 611 
Sidney Road, Sidney, AR 72577.

England, Ark., First Baptist Church needs a full-
time pastor. Contact Joey Adams, 870-543-0790, 
for information.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time pastor or an interim pas-
tor to fulfill that office in a godly manner, upholding 
God’s Word, as it is written, and can minister to the 
needs of the church. Contact Fred Goshen at fredn-
bea@suddenlink.net.

Cherry Street Baptist Church is currently seek-
ing a pastor. CSBC is located in Clarksville, Ark., 
a city of 9,600 residents in Johnson County, where 
over 19,000 people reside. We have a loving, Christ-

Piano: Valley View Baptist Church in Eureka 
Springs, Ark., is seeking a 5’ 10” baby grand piano, or 
larger, in excellent condition. 479-253-5714, vvbc@
cox.net.

For rent – Gulf-front condominium near 
Destin, Fla. Fall is a great time at the beach. With 
low owner rates. Call Lucy, 770-831-3651. Email 
Lucyclark9@aol.com.

Kimball organ entertainer for sale. Like 
new; $1500. Call 479-783-0743.

Full-time youth minister – We are seeking 
God’s man to lead a large and growing youth depart-
ment. Potosi Church is healthy, vibrant and growing. 
We are a SBC/MBC church and affirm the 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message. Music is a lively and important 
part of our worship. The ability to lead our worship 

service is a plus, but not a requirement. Send resume 
to Search Committee, Potosi Southern Baptist Church, 
10165 W. State Highway 8, Potosi, MO 63664; 573-
438-2276.

Formosa Baptist Church in Clinton, Ark., is seeking 
bi-vocational worship leader or bi-vocation-
al worship leader/youth leader for blended 
service. Contact Pastor Billy Reece, 501-253-1204, or 
email resume to billytreece@hotmail.com.

Full-time youth and music position. 
Salary, paid insurance and housing. Send resume to 
bro.james@cadronridge.org.

Looking for full-time worship minister to 
lead a more contemporary blended service, including 
directing a praise team and choir, at Calvary Baptist 
Church, Neosho, Mo. Send resume to Attn: Worship 
Recognition Team, calvaryofneosho@yahoo.com by 
Aug. 31, 2011.

First Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, is seeking a 
full-time communications ministry assis-
tant. This person is responsible for communicating 
the ministry information of the church to members 
and the community through print and electronic 
methods. Computer skills and graphic design experi-
ence and/or training needed. Contact office@fbcsi-
loam.com, or call 479-524-3106.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-
time or full-time music minister. Send re-
sume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, AR 
72024.

Marshall Road Baptist Church is interviewing for 

centered congregation and a beautiful sanctuary 
with a Sunday morning attendance of over 40. Our 
sanctuary accommodates approximately 250. We also 
have many classrooms to accommodate growth. The 
pastor’s salary is $40,000, plus a two-bedroom par-
sonage located next to CSBC. The University of Ozarks 
and downtown Clarksville are three blocks from CSBC. 
Staff includes a part-time secretary, nursery worker 
and custodian. We are praying for a God-called pas-
tor who is willing to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit 
in a variety of possible ministries. Send resumes to 
P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 or dstandri@sud-
denlink.net.

Seeking pastor. Campbellsville Baptist Church 
has long been and is a leading church in the heart of 
central Kentucky. CBC is widely known for its love of 
mission work and mission support, its music minis-
try, youth ministry and its historic relationship with 
Campbellsville University. For more information or 
to submit a resume, please contact Committee Chair 
Ed Pavy at pavyed@yahoo.com, call 270-789-0604 
or mail to 102 Wellington Park, Campbellsville, KY 
42718.

the position of bi-vocational youth director. 
Call 501-982-4564, ext. 22, or email sammons2@
comcast.net.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

Growing church with exciting potential seeking 
bi-vocational youth pastor. Please send re-
sume to Immanuel Baptist Church, Attention: Pastor 
George Spears, 2201 S. Dallas Street, Fort Smith, AR 
72901. You can see our Web page at www.immanu-
elbaptistfs.org.

Bakers Creek Baptist Church, Russellville, wants a 
piano player. Contact dougwhite@centurytel.net, 
479-880-0033 or 479-970-4207.

Graphics coordinator – full-time print/
video/Web person needed at Second Baptist Church, 
Conway. For full job description, contact Rich Nelson, 
worship pastor: 501.327.6565, RichN@2bc.tv.
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Whitney Crews
Arkansas Baptist News

BELLEFONTE – Last year, First Baptist Church, 
Bellefonte, celebrated its 150th anniversary, but 
the church has something even more amazing to 
celebrate this year – its first mission trip. 

About 30-40 people attend Sunday school 
weekly at First Baptist. Vacation Bible school 
(VBS) is always part of their outreach. However, 
after George Box, the church’s pastor for the past 
six years, went on a mission trip to Mexico and 
his wife, Raechel, visited Indonesia, the congre-
gation began to think about getting involved in 
missions themselves. 

“Our association had already been partnered 
with Nebraska, but no one had been to Falls 
City,” said the pastor. “I told them we were a very 
small church and we wanted to serve a very small 
church.”

After speaking with the pastor of Faith Baptist 
Church, Falls City, Neb., Box said they “hit it off” 
and things went from there. A group of 11 went 
to Falls City July 15-22; that is 30 percent of the 
congregation. Most were over 60 years old, with 
four teenagers also making the trip. 

“Others were willing but unable to go,” said 
Raechel Box. “The entire church was involved 
through providing food, prayer and funding for 
the trip.”

While in Nebraska, First Baptist, Bellefonte, 
members encouraged the pastor and congrega-
tion, handed out flyers for the upcoming VBS 
they would hold and prayer walked at a neighbor-
ing church that had closed its doors. 

“The pastor and his wife were doing all the 
work,” George Box said. “They were having an 
after school club where they were doing all the 
work for 30 kids. Others have now stepped up 
to help, and other kids have started coming to 
the church services, where before only one was 
coming. I also saw six kids make commitments 
to the Lord.”

Our Churches: First Baptist, Bellefonte

The church of Falls City, smaller than First 
Bellefonte, was a great encouragement in return.  

“I’ve seen how our people understand the im-
portance of stepping outside the doors,” George 
Box said. “I hope they see the importance of 
reaching out locally now. Little churches can do 
anything large churches can; we just might have 
to find a different way to do it.”

While the church just returned from its first 
mission trip at the end of July, the Boxes have 
faith in their congregation’s willingness and are 

being encouraged by their giving attitudes. 
“I’m so very proud of our little congrega-

tion because they have big hearts for the Lord,” 
Raechel Box said. “We have been encouraged by 
Falls City because they are already seeing fruit 
from our labor. 

“I guess small isn’t so small in God’s eyes; it’s 
all about being willing to be used for kingdom 
purposes.”

Contact Whitney Crews at whitney@arkansasbap-
tist.org

First Baptist Church, Bellefonte, members (pictured with members of Faith Baptist Church, Falls City, Neb.) recently went on the church’s 
first mission trip to serve Faith Baptist, a small church like their own.



F or as the body is one and has 
many parts, and all the parts of 

that body, though many, are one 
body – so also is Christ. For we 
were all baptized 
by one Spirit into 
one body – wheth-
er Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or 
free – and we were 
all made to drink 
of one Spirit. So 
the body is not one 
part but many” 
1 Cor. 12:12-18  
(HCSB).

The expression 
of harmony within the Christian 

family is a blessing as we are able to 
live and worship in Christ without 
schisms existing. The lack of harmo-
ny within the body of faith is what 

Paul addresses 
in his first letter 
to the Corinthi-
ans. Harmony is 
not always easy 
to accomplish in 
difficult environ-
ments. However, 
in Christ, we 
must remember 
that all things are 
possible (Phil. 
4:13).

Across the Southern Baptist 

Convention, folks from many back-
grounds meet for worship and min-
istry. They are bound by God’s call 
upon them. Ed Stetzer of LifeWay 
Research says, “By 2050 there will 
be no majority race in the United 
States. The demographics will push 
us beyond the rural, white South, 
and into neighborhoods where we 
have previously been irrelevant” 
(Baptist Press, June 24, 2011).

We are able to come together in 
a spirit of harmony. The old hymn, 
“Blessed Be the Tie that Binds,” ex-
presses the common love of Christ 
that is found among Southern Bap-
tists across the United States. 

As brothers and sisters in Christ, 

we connect in common faith and 
mission. As Southern Baptists, we 
must always remember that the 
Body of Christ does not occur with-
out His purpose. That purpose is 
found in God the Father, and Paul 
explains, “But now God has placed 
the parts, each one of them, in the 
body just as He wanted” (1 Cor. 
12:18).

We can only find our calling in 
God as we seek the following: 

■ His desire and not that of our 
own making, 

■ harmony in the Body of Christ 
on mission around the world, and 

■ to recognize our source of har-
mony and strength is Jesus Christ.

Our family moved to Oaxaca, 
Mexico, in 1998. Word came 

that the neighboring state of Chia-
pas had been hard hit by serious 
flooding. Many people had lost 
their lives. Thousands were home-
less. Food and water and the basic 
elements of life were scarce. Anoth-
er missionary and I went to Chiapas 
to see what we could do to help.

A river flows through town. We 
had to reach the other side. There 
was a small Baptist church there, 
and the members needed help. The 
bridge had been washed away, and 
the only way across the river was by a 
railroad bridge. It was literally hang-

ing by the rails. The crossties were 
all there was on which to walk. 

There was no problem at first 
because the crossties were relatively 
close together, only a couple of inch-
es apart. The farther out we got, the 
farther apart the crossties became. I 
suddenly became aware of the river 
far beneath where I was standing. 
Now I had to be careful where I 
placed my foot because there was 
space between the ties, open space 
where I could fall. I wanted to turn 
back, but I did not want others to 
think badly of me so I kept going 
and finally made it across. 

The gospel provides the means 

whereby a sinful man or woman can 
find access to God. It is God’s grace 
that makes it possible to cross the 
raging river below. 
Romans 3:25 
speaks of Christ 
as being our pro-
pitiation. A simple 
word study reveals 
the depth of the 
meaning behind 
this word. It liter-
ally means “mercy 
seat.” This was the 
top part that covered the Ark of the 
Covenant. It was made of gold.

The high priest went into the 

Holy of Holies once a year and 
sprinkled the blood of the sacrifices. 
This was called the Day of Atone-

ment. Christ re-
ceives the sin of 
the sinner, and the 
sinner receives the 
righteousness of 
Christ.

There is no 
space between the 
crossties; there is 
no way to fall. you 
can come today, 

cross the bridge, be on the other 
side and not have to think (as I did) 
of walking back across.
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Rueben (name changed) was a 
patient in an intensive care 

unit in a hospital in his early 30s. 
He was recuperating from a gunshot 
wound in the back that left him 
paralyzed from his waist down. He 
was a barber and had been working 
alone in his shop when a person en-
tered, drew a pistol and demanded 
money. 

Rueben told him the day had 
been slow and there was not much 
money in the drawer but he could 
have everything. As he turned to 
open the cash register, the man shot 
him in the back. That one bullet 
changed his life forever. He would 

never walk again.
This act was so wrong. It should 

not have happened. I expressed my 
sorrow to Rueben. He then said 
something amazing. 

“No, I am not sorry. you see, 
chaplain, when I came to the hos-
pital, I had a one-way ticket to hell. 
Now I know Jesus as my Lord and 
Savior. If that’s what it took for God 
to get my attention, well, so be it. 
Don’t feel sorry for me.”

Paul, the great apostle, writing 
under the direction, guidance and 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, iden-
tifies himself as the author of I Cor-
inthians. He called his message “the 

gospel” which literally means “good 
news.” In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, he 
shares that this gospel is the death, 
burial and resur-
rection of Jesus.

Paul minces no 
words in his mes-
sage. He declares 
that the gospel is 
the power of God 
(Rom. 1:16). That 
word “power” is 
the word “duna-
mis.” It means “to 
have a special ability to do some-
thing, to give strength,” and at times 
is translated as “miracle.” It is the 

promise of Jesus in Acts 1:8. 
The gospel produces a personal 

relationship between the person and 
God. It changed 
Paul’s life, and it 
changed my life, 
too. Like Paul says  
of himself in Ro-
mans 1:16, I am 
not ashamed of 
the gospel, for it 
has changed my 
life. It can and 
will do the same 

for you. Please don’t wait for some-
one to have to shoot you in the back 
for you to believe.

exPLOre the BiBLe

sePtemBer 4, 2011
Charles A. Collins

chaplain 
Baptist Hospital, Little Rock

Scripture passage:
Romans 1:1-17

Good news to tell

Good news to hear

exPLOre the BiBLe

sePtemBer 11, 2011
Charles A. Collins

chaplain 
Baptist Hospital, Little Rock

Scripture passage:
Romans 1:18-3:26

Bob Williford 
director 

Hope Migrant Mission Center

Scripture passages:
Psalm 133:1-3; 1 Corinthians 

12:12-18, 21-26

BiBLe studies FOr LiFe

sePtemBer 4, 2011

Connect to community

But as for you, continue in what 
you have learned and firmly be-

lieved, knowing those from whom 
you learned, and 
that from child-
hood you have 
known the sa-
cred Scriptures, 
which are able to 
instruct you for 
salvation through 
faith in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Tim. 
3:14-15).

In verse 16, 
Paul directs Timothy’s attention to 
the Old Testament Scriptures be-
cause the New Testament had yet to 

be written. However, his comments 
in verse 17 are about all Scripture, 
including the New Testament.

Timothy advises 
that God’s Word 
instructs us that 
salvation comes 
through faith in 
Christ. Salvation 
comes by grace 
through faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Paul says that 
the Bible is God-
breathed, which 

means that the Scriptures are the 
very words of God. When Scripture 
is speaking, God is speaking. The 

Holy Spirit guided the human au-
thors to disclose God’s revelation in 
written form.

Why is it important to notice 
that all Scripture is God-breathed? 
Because this is true, we must learn 
from all of Scripture. 

There are some aspects from 
Scripture that some tend to ignore 
or perhaps dismiss because of fear 
and discomfort. These two facts 
must change and only do so if the 
biblical steps to spiritual maturity 
are taken. 

Scripture is useful for instructing 
every believer to believe for train-
ing in God’s righteousness. God’s 
Word is completely sufficient to 

provide everything to live in Christ. 
We must not seek information from 
other sources to find steps toward 
spiritual maturity. 

However, we are to continue daily 
in reading God’s Word, studying 
God’s Word, applying God’s Word 
and walking in faith in Christ.

Paul encourages his friend that, 
“All Scripture is inspired by God 
and is profitable for teaching, for re-
buking, for correcting, for training 
in righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

With this statement of faith, our 
steps toward spiritual maturity are 
increased.

Spiritual maturity connects believers

Bob Williford
director 

Hope Migrant Mission Center

Scripture passage:
2 Timothy 3:1-17

BiBLe studies FOr LiFe

sePtemBer 11, 2011
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DEQUEEN – Have you ever felt “an 
inch tall compared to the Empire 
State Building?”

Katherine Clay says she has. Clay 
helped plan a three-day revival for 
the youth in the DeQueen area – 
and the task was daunting. There 
were busses to schedule, speakers 
to call, housing to find and musi-
cians to book. There were T-shirts 
to design and meals to plan. And it 
all had to come together to form a 
youth revival Aug. 11-13.

So you say, “Revivals are planned 
every day. … What’s the big deal?” 
you see, Clay is just a youth her-
self. She will be sophomore in high 
school this fall.

And the rest of those organizing 
the event were students too – all 
members of the First Baptist Church, 
DeQueen, youth group.

Justin Risley, First Baptist youth 
leader, explained the idea was 
sparked during a study the youth 
were doing on a book called “Do 
Hard Things: A Teenage Rebellion 
Against Low Expectations,” by Alex 
and Brett Harris.

“The book is about challenging 
teenagers to get out of (their) comfort 
zones and to do bigger and harder 
things because teenagers don’t really 
have a good reputation, and it was 
encouraging to step away from that 
and go further,” explained Lucee 
Lugo, a ninth grader who helped 
plan the revival.

Some of the youth approached 
Risley in February, telling him they 
wanted to hold a youth revival – and 
they wanted to do it all.

Risley said he “was pleasantly sur-
prised at what they decided to do.” 

“My goal was that, by the end of 
the book, they would want to do 
something. … I didn’t know that 
they wanted to do something this 
big, but that was awesome,” he said.

So, Risley began leading the youth 
through the process. They formed 
teams for areas such as booking and 
housing. He gave them a list of speak-
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DeQueen youth plan three-day revival

ers and musicians to choose from, 
and the youth prayed through the 
list, eventually choosing evangelist 
Jon Harper of The Word Ministries 
in Texas, as speaker; Elliott Andrews, 
a worship leader originally from 
Crossett as worship leader; and After 
Edmund as the band for the Thurs-
day night concert. They also chose a 
purity-based theme to use during the 
revival, and they decided to call the 
event For Students By Students.

Risley said four girls, including 
Clay and Lugo, formed the core 
group who initiated the project, and 
three of the four were in junior high 
at the time. About a dozen other 
youth helped. 

“We’ve learned a lot,” Lugo said. 
“We’ve learned when we go to big 
events, how much planning it really 
does take.” 

Clay added, “I know that I’ve re-
alized that it’s a lot more than just 
walking up and saying, ‘Well, we 
have the speaker, a van, a worship 
leader and we’re done.’ you have so 
many things that you have to worry 
about, like so many little details that 
you just have to remember, and if 
that’s not there, it can throw the 
whole thing off.”

They’ve learned more than just 

the logistics, though. 
“It’s really showed me that I’m 

a lot more capable of things than I 
ever thought I was and that I can do 
so much more,” Clay said. “There’s 
been lots of prayer going into this, 
and (God) has just showed us that 
we can do so much more through 
Him than we could ever do without 
Him – because it so would not have 
worked.”

Lugo said, “It’s really cool to see 
kids your age working with you to 
plan something so big. And it’s all 
for God. … When you look from 
where we had come, and then you 
look to where we are now, ... it’s 
amazing the things you can do with 
prayer and planning no matter what 
age you are. I mean, it’s been awe-
some.”

Lugo said they had fun, but it was 
also stressful at times.

Clay described what it was like 
when Risley showed them every-
thing they had to do for the event.

“I felt an inch tall compared to 
the Empire State Building,” she 
said. “I’m thinking, ‘How are we 
going to do this? How are we going 

to provide food for people? How are 
we supposed to find lodging? How is 
this supposed to work?’” 

She said that with all the work 
came lots of prayer. “It’s gotten so 
much easier,” she said. “And now … 
that we’re actually starting, it’s just 
surreal. It doesn’t even feel like it’s 
actually happening yet.”

Now, her advice for teenagers is 
to “just remember that it’ll seem 
really hard at first, but if you just 
remember that God can get you 
through anything that you do, just 
pray and remember that, and you 
can do anything.”

Risley said the revival “went very, 
very well,” with 50 students from 
four churches attending, including 
their own. At least one student ac-
cepted Christ. He said the youth 
are at work planning next year’s re-
vival.

“I’m extremely proud of our stu-
dents,” Risley said. “And we hope 
that more people will join and make 
it an even better event for the next 
school year.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

DeQueen youth revival logo (left). A member of After 
Edmund performs at the DeQueen revival. 
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Stacey 
Smith, an Arkansas Baptist prison 
chaplain, recently spoke to about 
2,350 girls in grades 7-12 and their 
leaders at Blume, a three-day mis-
sions event for teenage girls, spon-
sored by national Woman’s Mission-
ary Union (WMU). The event was 
held July 13-16 at Disney’s 
Coronado Springs Resort in 
Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 

Smith, who serves as a 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) Mission Ser-
vice Corps missionary and 
prison chaplain at the Arkan-
sas Department of Correc-
tion McPherson Women’s Unit in 
Newport, told girls at Blume about 
how God changed her life.

The NAMB missionary was con-
victed of transporting drugs and 
sentenced to 60 years in prison. 

Smith, who was granted early pa-
role after serving 12 years, said bad 
choices led to her conviction.

In reflection, she said, “I wish I 
had listened to my mom and dad 
when I was your age. I never grew up 
thinking I wanted to go to prison. 
But it was one bad choice after an-
other that got me there.

“I was saved in prison,” Smith 
continued, “and I know God for-

gave my sins the moment I confessed 
them, but He didn’t remove the cir-
cumstances. Though I got out early, 
I’m still on parole and can’t leave 
my county without permission. But 
God is taking the consequences of 
my life and using them for good. He 
can take every part of our lives and 

use it for His glory.”
Blume participants were 

encouraged to appreciate their 
spiritual and missions heritage 
and consider ways they could 
share Christ with others and 
live a legacy of faith – even 
now in their junior high, high 
school and college years.

General sessions featured music 
by Christian recording artist Cindy 
Johnson of Winston-Salem, N.C.; 
discussion with national Acteens 
panelists; a message from author 
and keynote speaker Chandra Peele 
of Houston, Texas; messages from 
a host of international and North 
American missionaries, including 
Smith; and theme interpretation 
through painting by artist Rianna 
Freeman of Lafayette, La. 

Giving opportunities
Prior to their arrival, Acteens 

were encouraged to bring hygiene 
items, wash cloths, clothes, sneakers 

Teen girls challenged to missional living
and other items with them to Blume 
to sort and give to local ministries. 

With more than 24,000 donat-
ed items, the girls were able to as-
semble in excess of 3,000 hygiene 
kits that were given to the Greater 
Orlando Baptist Association. Ad-
ditional clothing and household 
items the girls brought, along with 
nearly $1,500 in Walmart gift cards 
they donated, went to the Osceola 

Christian Ministry Center, a local 
center operated by First Baptist 
Church of Kissimmee that ministers 
to the homeless and underemployed 
through a variety of free services. 

Participants gave more than 
$20,700 to the Beginning of Life 
Foundation in Moldova, a ministry 
that helps prevent children, teens 
and young adults from becoming 
victims of human trafficking. 

Smith


