
Informing, inspiring and involving Baptists since 1901

Arkansas
Baptist

Informing, inspiring and involving Baptists since 1901Informing, inspiring and involving Baptists since 1901 Volume 118, Number 17 August 29, 2019

ABN classi� eds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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Whatley serves FBC, El Dorado, 50 years 
with a servant’s heart and nimble � ngers
Sarah Shell Teague
Special to the ABN

EL DORADO – If you want 
Linda Whatley to do some-
thing, all you have to do is 
ask. 

Whatley will observe 
50 years of service to First 
Baptist Church, El Do-
rado, in October, and it all 
began with a simple request. 
Throughout Whatley’s life 
– even back to her early 
teenage years and a string of 
“Will you play?” requests – 
her fingers have been kept 
nimble, as she has provided 
music for countless worship 
services. 

Her belief in God’s pres-
ence through every stage of 
her life, and the preparation 
for each stage, underscores her 
dedication and commitment 
to worship. Whatley 
affirms that her fa-
ther, Harold Wegener, 
whom she describes 
as the “most positive 
person I knew,” laid 
the foundation for her 
willing attitude. 

“He always pro-
vided for my music 
lessons but told me, ‘If I ever 
hear anyone ask you to play, 
and you say no, I’ll stop,’” she 
smiles. Whatley has contin-
ued to answer yes long after 

outgrowing her father’s pro-
visions. She believes she was 
prepared for every step of her 
career, which continued to 
grow as she agreed to new and 

more challenging posi-
tions.  

While attending ju-
nior high, Whatley ac-
companied the choir 
at her church, First 
Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith. Her teacher 
went to Europe each 
summer and asked 

Whatley to play the organ 
while she was gone. Whatley 
complied, with another musi-
cian offering organ lessons. 
In Whatley’s high school, a 

devotional over the public 
address system began each 
day with her organ accom-
paniment. She even played 
“Pomp and Circumstance” 
at her own high school grad-
uation, graduating with hon-
ors. 

Whatley studied music 
under professor of music 
Evelyn Bowden at Ouachita 
Baptist University for a se-
mester, then transferred to 
the University of Arkansas 
to pursue a business de-
gree. 

The most serious se-
quence of requests for her to 

Linda Whatley, above, will celebrate 50 years of service to First Baptist Church, El Dorado, in October. Over the past five decades, Whatley’s music ministry has included 
providing piano and organ accompaniment for various church services and events. Photo by Justin Trostle

See WHATLEY page 7

Pope County 
casino process 
‘3 ring circus’
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

POPE COUNTY — “A three-
ring circus” has come to town, 
complete with lawsuits and 
alleged closed-door meetings, 
threats and disregard of the 
law, according to one Baptist 
leader.

Issue 4 (Amendment 100) 
was approved by Arkansas 
voters in November 2018 by 
a margin of 54 to 46 percent. 
The amendment allows for 
one casino license each to be 
awarded in Pope and Jefferson 
counties, which currently have 
no legal gambling operations, 
as well as casino licenses to be 
awarded to Oaklawn Racing 
Casino Resort in Hot Springs 
and Southland Gaming and 
Racing in West Memphis. 

Pope County voters op-
posed the casino amendment 
by a margin of 60 to 40 per-
cent and also passed a local 
ordinance by a nearly 70 per-
cent margin that requires an 
election to allow a casino to be 
built in the area.

The statewide amendment 
has had serious local repercus-
sions in Pope County during 
the past nine months.

Greg Sykes, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
and president of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), described the process 
as a “three-ring circus.”

“Right now, we have local 
churches being threatened 
with disruptions of Sunday 
services by pro-casino forces. 
We appear to have any num-
ber of illegal meetings being 
held by elected officials with 
casino officials. Nothing is 

See CASINO page 6
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City of Springdale 
declares it is ‘pro-life’
SPRINGDALE – The 
Springdale City Council 
unanimously approved a 
statement August 13 declar-
ing the city to be pro-life.

The city took the action 
in an attempt to head off 
the possible location of a 
Planned Parenthood office 
in Springdale, according to 
published reports. Council 
member Colby Fulfer intro-
duced the measure to the 
council.

According to its web-
site, Planned Parenthood 
stopped providing services 
at its location in Fayette-
ville July 25, saying it will 
announce a new location 
soon.

Fulfer said the council’s 
vote, which 
is not legally 
binding ac-
cording to 
the city’s at-
torney, sends 
a message to 
Planned Par-

enthood, “respectfully ask-
ing the abortion provider 
to find another city,” the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

Springdale is the fourth-
largest city in Arkansas, 
with a population of about 
80,000 residents. It is locat-
ed in Washington and Ben-
ton counties in the north-
west corner of the state at 
the foothills of the Ozark 
Mountains.

Nominate the 2019 Baptist 
Business Leader of the Year

LITTLE ROCK – Do you 
know a Southern Baptist 
businessman or business-
woman who is making 
a huge impact for Jesus 
Christ through his or her 
marketplace influence?

Nominations for the 
fourth annual Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) Bap-
tist Business Leader of the 
Year are now open and due 
Nov. 1.

For more information, 
contact sarah@arkansas-
baptist.org.

Fulfer

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Three new 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) team mem-
bers were recognized, and po-
tential missions partnerships 
were discussed during the Aug. 
13 ABSC Executive Board 
meeting.

Recently hired ABSC staff 
members recognized during 
the meeting included Sam 
Roberts, missions team assis-
tant team leader; Tyler Hoff-
pauir, Arkansas State Univer-
sity (ASU) Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry campus minister; and 
Laramie LeQuieu, leadership 
specialist for the church health 
team.

Roberts is a former presi-
dent of the ABSC and most 
recently served as senior pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Stutt-
gart. Hoffpauir, a graduate of 
ASU, most recently served as 
Baptist Student Union direc-
tor at Southwest Mississippi 
Community College in Sum-
mit, Miss. LeQuieu most re-
cently served as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Rector.

Ken Shaddox, senior pastor 
of Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, and chair-
man of the ABSC Program 
Committee, presented a rec-
ommendation for the 2020 
ABSC team goals. The goals 
were based around “3 Essen-
tial Intents”: 1) “strengthening 
our churches,” 2) “impacting 
the next generation with the 
gospel and reaching students 

before losing another genera-
tion,” and 3) “reaching the 
unengaged, unreached, and 
underserved with the gospel … 
(with a focus on) peoples who 
do not have access to the gos-
pel.” 

Cathy Brandt, member of 
First Baptist Church, Har-
rison, and chairman of the 
ABSC Finance Committee, 
presented a recommendation 
to approve the 2020 ABSC 
budget. The recommended 
unified Cooperative Program 
(CP) budget for 2020 was once 
again $21 million – equal to 
the 2019 budget.

“It is a wonderful budget, 
continuing toward reducing 
the amount of money that we 
keep out of the Cooperative 
Program and sharing more 
with the Southern Baptist 

Convention,” said Brandt.
ABSC Executive Director 

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker spoke on 
behalf of the budget recom-
mendation.

“I tend to give too much in-
formation but … what bothers 
me is when somebody walks 
away and thinks, ‘They’re hid-
ing things,’ or ‘They don’t 
want us to know,’ and I just 
didn’t say anything,” said 
Tucker. “I want you to feel like 
this is your budget, and I want 
you to understand that we op-
erate with both hands on top 
of the table.”

Team goals and budget 
for 2020 were both approved 
unanimously.

Tucker noted a proce-
dural change making all of 
the ABSC’s teams eligible to 
receive Dixie Jackson State 

Missions Offering funds. In 
the past only the ABSC’s mis-
sions team had access to these 
funds.

“I changed it because all of 
our teams do missions in some 
form or fashion,” said Tucker. 
“If it’s really in the gut and 
it’s red meat, then they ought 
to get some Dixie Jackson 
money.”

In response to a question, 
Greg Addison, associate execu-
tive director of the ABSC, said 
that the executive and admin-
istrative team is currently fund-
ing safety training programs 
and is carrying out safety train-
ing in cooperation with other 
ABSC teams.

Tucker shared about the 
agencies and institutions of 

Executive Board hires three new ABSC sta� , 
discusses statewide missions partnerships

Ark. Right to Life to bring post-abortion play, ‘Viable,’ to state
LITTLE ROCK – “Viable,” a 
play dramatizing the impact of 
abortion, is coming to Arkan-
sas in September.

“I saw it live in South Caro-
lina at our national conven-
tion this summer, and I feel it 
is so important that it be seen 
and help those suffering from 
a secret abortion to get help, 
healing and reconciliation,” 
said Rose Mimms, executive 
director of Arkansas Right to 
Life.

Mimms plans to present the 
play across the state in the fol-
lowing cities, and is still look-
ing for host/sponsor churches 

at some locations. Current 
cities set to present the play 
include St. Raphael Catholic 
Church in Springdale, Sept. 
27; Jonesboro (location to be 
determined), Sept. 28; Cov-
enant Presbyterian Church, 
Little Rock, Sept. 29, and 
Texarkana (location to be de-
termined), Sept. 30. The play 
is free and open to the pub-
lic. She said the event is “not 
a fundraiser,” but a love of-
fering will be taken after each 
performance to defray 
expenses.

“So many women and 
men suffer in silence from a 

secret abortion that affects so 
many areas and relationships 
in their lives, most impor-
tantly their spiritual relation-
ship with God. Our churches 
are full of these men and 
women,” said Mimms. “‘Vi-
able’ exposes the secret, the 
trauma and the brokenness of 
abortion while offering hope, 
forgiveness, renewal and heal-
ing.”

She added, “‘Viable’ tells 
the truth in a one-act play and 
offers the love, mercy and grace 
that only Jesus Christ can give 
to lift women out of the pit of 
self-condemnation they feel 

every day of their lives, not by 
the pro-life movement, but the 
natural guilt and shame felt by 
a mother who has abandoned 
her child to death. Many do 
so, not because they choose it, 
but because they feel they have 
no other choice. It is a terrible 
choice to live with.”

To contact Mimms about 
how a church can participate, 
email artl4237@att.net or call 
Arkansas Right to Life at 501-
663-4237.

Highlights of the play 
and audience reaction 
may be viewed at vimeo.
com/350880708. 

See EB page 7

Twelve of the 18 Arkansas Baptist State Convention Executive Board members who completed their board service as of the Aug. 
13 meeting were in attendance and were recognized by ABSC Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Moore named ABSC
‘prayer ambassador’

LITTLE ROCK – Don 
Moore, retired executive 
director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), has been named 
the convention’s new 
prayer ambassador.

“(Don’s) heart beats 
for prayer and awakening 
across our state and the 
world,” said Jimmie Shef-
field, ABSC assistant to 
the executive director. “We 
are really excited about his 
ministry as our prayer am-
bassador. We believe God 
will use him to stir the 
hearts of people all across 
the state.” 

Moore expressed excite-
ment to be 
working for 
the conven-
tion again, 
emphas i z -
ing the po-
tential for 
“real awak-
ening” in 

our society right now. 
“The critical nature 

of the times makes it im-
perative that God’s peo-
ple really commit them-
selves to praying,” Moore 
wrote in a recent ABSC 
Inspire prayer newsletter.

“Only a special work of 
God in our churches and 
society can reverse the 
trends that are so alarm-
ing today. The word most 
fitting for most situations 
is ‘desperation,’ ... That is 
a good biblical term. Most 
often, effective prayer in 
the Bible was described as 
‘crying out to God.’” 

Sheffield said Moore’s 
position will include pur-
suing prayer opportunities 
at ABSC events and acting 
as an internal resource on 
prayer for Executive Board 
staff. He will also be in 
charge of a new Appeals 
Team, which will engage 
in focused prayer and be 
made up of retired pastors, 
missionaries and church 
staff.

For more information, 
or to sign up, email don-
moore@absc.org.

‘Amazing journey,’ a platform to share Christ
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

RUSSELLVILLE – You might 
find him photographing bison 
and moose in the Grand 
Tetons … or working with a 
team to save a life in an emer-
gency room … or preaching at 
the Soul Food Café in Conway 
… or deciphering and tran-
scribing ancient texts.

For Gerald Nash, these ex-
periences have offered him 
“some amazing adventures. 
But the most amazing is my 
journey with the Lord,” he 
said.  

Bible commentary writer 
for the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN), Nash attributes his 
many diverse interests “to the 
fact that I am a bookworm. 
I will read something that 
piques my interest, and it will 
stimulate me to read more, 
take a course and plan a trip.” 
Often by his side on his adven-
tures is his wife, Mary Ann, 
who led him to make a profes-
sion of faith many years ago. 
“She is my companion in life 
and ministry,” Nash said.

A lifelong learner
Educational opportunities 

through the years have honed 
his inquisitive spirit. “I have 
taken courses all over the 
world, but I always explain that 
I am a product of Southern 
Baptist education,” he said. 
His Southern Baptist educa-
tion began with the Missouri 
Baptist Convention training 
him to be a Royal Ambassador 
(RA) counselor and director, 
and it continued with him tak-
ing Bible and missions courses 
through the Home Mission 
Board (now North American 
Mission Board). 

While Nash was in college 
at Southeast Missouri State 
University, Thomas Messer, 
director of the Baptist Stu-
dent Union there, became his 
mentor and convinced Nash 
to pursue a Bible degree and 
transfer to Southern Baptist 
College (now Williams Bap-
tist University). From there, 
Nash enrolled at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
(SWBTS). Through SWBTS 
Nash visited a Dead Sea Scroll 
exhibition, which “propelled 
my further manuscript work,” 
he said.

“All my Southern Baptist 
education prepared me to 
communicate the gospel to 

people of many different cul-
tures … and help me to be on 
a mission for Jesus, wherever I 
am and whatever I am doing,” 
Nash said.

For Nash, education is an 
ongoing process. “As a lifelong 
learner, I am always taking a 
course,” adding, with a smile, 
“I have reached the age where 
I can now be a Senior Razor-
back.”

‘Shooting’ wildlife
Nash and his wife have de-

veloped an appreciation for na-
ture and wildlife; together they 
enjoy photographing animals 
in the wild. “My wife is always 
trying to get the best pictures 
of wildlife,” he said, which, on 
one trip to the Grand Tetons, 
led her to inch dangerously 
close, in Nash’s opinion, to 
a huge bison. “After she took 
several pictures, she motioned 
for me to come to her. All I 
could think about was that 
3,000-pound creature was 
going to charge and crush me,” 
he said. Yet, Nash wouldn’t 
mind taking a few risks of his 
own. “On my bucket list is to 
go down in a cage and feed 
sharks,” he admitted.

Working in medical field
Since 1975 Nash has worked 

in the medical field, where he 
said, “The 
most reward-
ing aspect of 
my work is 
saving lives 
and improv-
ing the qual-
ity of life of 
people. It 
sounds cli-
ché, but it is 
true.” Nash 
works on an 
a d v a n c e d 
life support and trauma team 
that responds when people 
are brought “clinically dead” 
to the emergency room. “It is 
amazing to watch as advanced 
life support methods are used, 
and a person’s heart starts 
beating again, and that per-
son starts breathing again,” he 
said.

Hungry and homeless ministry
The Soul Food Café in Con-

way is a mission that ministers 
to the hungry and homeless. 
Each Tuesday, about 55 volun-
teers at the mission distribute 
food boxes, health and beauty 
aids and clothing to individu-

als. The mission also provides 
hot meals and haircuts. Nash 
preaches a short, encouraging 
sermon to volunteers before 
the community individuals 
begin to stream in. He also 
meets those who come into 
the mission and gives the plan 
of salvation. At the mission’s 
noon service, Nash rotates 
preaching duties with other 
pastors. “I have the privilege 
of leading people to Christ 
and baptizing them,” he said. 
Nash’s home church, Second 
Baptist Church, Conway, fi-
nancially supports the mis-
sion, and the church’s men’s 
ministry collects food for the 
mission.

Deciphering, transcribing
Nash’s mentor, Messer, first 

piqued his interest in manu-
script studies when Nash was 

a young 
man. Mess-
er brought 
a n c i e n t 
manuscripts 
to the class-
room and 
read to stu-
dents in 
the original 
l a n g u a g e . 
The Cairo 
Geniza is a 
co l l ec t ion 

of more than 350,000 Jewish 
manuscript fragments found 
stored in a synagogue Geniza 
in Old Cairo, Egypt. These 
tenth-13th-century docu-
ments were forgotten for al-
most a millennium.  Written 
in various languages, particu-
larly Hebrew and Aramaic, the 
fragments have now been digi-
tized, and Nash meticulously 
helps decipher and transcribe 
them. “The survival of these 
documents is important today 
because of what they will teach 
us about the everyday medi-
eval days of Jews, Christians 
and Muslims and their rela-
tionships. … Like the Dead Sea 

Scrolls, these documents have 
the potential to change history 
as we know and understand 
it,” Nash said.

Nash “thoroughly enjoys” 
the challenge of writing Bible 
commentaries for the ABN. 

“Writing the lessons,” he 
said, “affords me the oppor-
tunity to use my skills as a 
theologian to help others un-
derstand the text and show its 
application for the Christian 
life. My goal is to align the 
commentary with the lesson 
theme, stay true to the text 
and for it to be useful for the 
teacher and class.”

He and his wife might also 
be found wielding chainsaws 
as they serve through disaster 
relief (DR). On one DR trip, 
Nash used his chainsaw to 
sculpt a chair out of a fallen 
tree for the homeowner. They 
also serve in vacation Bible 
school (VBS). In one VBS, 
Nash taught children how to 
do solar viewing through seven 
of his telescopes, outfitted with 
homemade solar filters. Nash 
also has been known to climb 
cliffs to photograph and study 
prehistoric rock carvings. The 
couple also serves on mission 
trips, including one medical 
mission trip to Armenia.

Such experiences reflect 
Nash’s servant spirit, believes 
Josh King, pastor of Second 
Baptist Church, Conway. “He 
(Nash) is a kind, godly man 
with a servant’s spirit. He is 
ready and willing to serve in 
behind-the-scenes ways and is a 
blessing to his church and pas-
tor,” King said.

Nash’s is a life with varied 
interests and experiences, all 
with a common goal. “No mat-
ter what I get involved in, I try 
to use it as a platform to share 
about Christ,” Nash said.

Nash and his wife have two 
children, seven grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gerald Nash, a lifelong learner, has a heart for ministry as well as interests in varied 
fields such as biblical archeology and languages, theology, travel and healthcare.

Moore

Nash explores Native American ruins at Mesa 
Verde National Park in Colorado.
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for that matter our Southern 
Baptist denomination.

I guess it supports and fits 
the progressive narrative that 
the founders of our country, 
or our denomination, were 
bad and ill-intentioned, so 
therefore we are somehow as a 
people illegitimate. Therefore, 
we must repent, and repent 

often, and 
what’s more, 
consider mak-
ing reparations.

It is well-doc-
umented that 

the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) was founded in 
1845 when Baptists in south-
ern states split with northern 
Baptists over the issue of 
slavery.

In the case of our Southern 
Baptist denomination, the 
men and women, the country 
and society in which they 
lived in 1845 was a very dif-
ferent place – and included 
the prejudices of that time. 
They were prejudices that 
existed for many years after 
the founding of the conven-
tion that carried into pulpits 
and pews well into the 20th 
century and – some say – still 
exist in areas of the country 
today.

Thankfully, since the 1940s 
and especially beginning in 
the late 20th century until 
present day, Southern Bap-
tists have sought new mem-
bers among minority groups 
and have become much more 
diverse – in fact, are one of 
the most diverse evangelical 
denominations.

While the SBC is still pre-
dominately Anglo, the racial 
and ethnic diversity of South-
ern Baptists today is broad.

According to sbc.net, 
Southern Baptist “cooperat-
ing” congregations (churches 

A t a time when celebrat-
ing history seems to 

have fallen on hard times, a 
visitor to the offices of the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) is 
immediately reminded upon 
entering our suite of the his-
tory of Baptists in the Natural 
State. 

It’s hard to miss the pho-
tos on a large 
wall of past 
editors who 
have served 
Arkansas 
Baptists faith-
fully for more than 118 years. 
Below the photos of editors 
are representative front pages, 
beginning with the immediate 
predecessor of the ABN – 
alongside one of the first-year 
editions of The Baptist Ad-
vance (before a name change 
to Arkansas Baptist).

It is sometimes said, “If 
these walls could talk, the 
stories they would tell.” In the 
case of our Baptist newspaper 
– or news service as I like to 
refer to it because of today’s 
ever-changing technology and 
delivery methods – our wall 
actually does talk … sort of. 

You can read past stories 
about Arkansas Baptists any-
time you choose by visiting 
arkansasbaptist.org/archives, 
where a link is provided to 
ABN archives. Through a 
partnership ABN has with 
Ouachita Baptist University, 
past editions of the ABN are 
being digitized. While more 
are being added every month, 
there are now a great number 
of past editions ready to be 
viewed online and download-
ed (free of charge).

We live in a time when so-
cial pundits can’t get enough 
of pointing out and dragging 
out every past blemish and sin 
in our country’s history – and 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

and church-type missions) in-
clude: Anglo, 40,400; African 
American, 3,929; Hispanic, 
3,506; Korean, 907; Haitian, 
529; Native American, 435; 
Chinese, 269; Filipino, 188; 
multi-ethnic, 299, and 20-plus 
other ethnic and language 
groups, 1,460.

Baptist Press reported in 
2013 that the number of non-
Anglo congregations in the 
SBC had increased by more 
than 60 percent since 1999.

God continues to work in 
the SBC in spite of our flaws, 
resulting in the denomination 
becoming one of the largest – 
if not the largest – missionary-
sending organizations ever 
known to man. Millions 
upon millions of people of all 
ethnicities have been reached 
for Jesus through efforts of 
Southern Baptists.

If you want proof in Arkan-
sas, a quick review of archived 
copies of the ABN reveals 
vividly God’s mighty and un-
yielding hand on Baptists in 
the state over the years. We 
should consider ourselves a 
very blessed people!

My prayer is that God will 

‘If this wall could talk, the stories it could tell’

continue to bless the efforts 
of Southern Baptists – in 
spite of our human flaws – 
and use the denomination for 
His glory in ways unseen and 
yet unimagined.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.
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Letters to the Editor welcomed
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
welcomes Letters to the Editor re-
garding issues of concern to Southern 

Baptists in Arkansas. Send Letters to the Editor 

to tim@arkansasbaptist.org or to our mailing address. 

Letters must be typed, doublespaced and 300 words or 

less (fewer words, the better). Letters must be signed 

and marked “for publication” and may be edited to fit space 

requirements. 

W henever a pastor relocates to another church, 
it is easy to find several items that do not make 

sense.   Whether it’s the order of worship, the personality 
of church staff, or an old piano in an abandoned Sunday 
school room, a church can be quite confusing for any new 
minister to navigate.

While congregations expect some change to take place 
with new leadership, it is not often in the same areas that 
the new leader has in mind! If done carelessly, the pastor’s 
decisions can lead to anxiety, criticism, cynicism or even 
termination. In order to avoid any of these congregational 

reactions, a good minister 
can employ changes in sev-
eral steps. 

A minister should bring 
change carefully. The first 

few months within a new church situation should be for 
observation. During this time, the pastor can ask members 
of the staff and the church about the procedures, events 
and objects within the church. The minister can then re-
flect upon each item and evaluate each possible change.

A minister should bring change methodically. The pas-
tor should have a reasonable explanation for any change 
within the church. Peter Steinke provides a simple but valu-
able method for creating change.  First, he says, the leader 
should guide with a sense of calm. Second, the minister 
should provide focus, often by using the church’s mission 
statement. Third, the pastor can challenge the congrega-
tion to employ the change. When the minister creates 
calm, focus and challenge, the congregation is more willing 
to accept the change.

A minister should bring change corporately. When a 
church perceives that a pastor makes decisions alone, anxi-
ety often follows. If the entire congregation has an oppor-
tunity to participate in the changes the pastor has shared, 
most likely it will welcome them.

A minister should bring change gradually. When 
changes occur, good or bad, something is always lost. How-
ever, the more gradual the change, the less of a negative 
reaction there will be. Slow changes will also reduce the 
possibility of “change fatigue,” in which church members 
become apathetic or withdraw from the congregation. A 
wise leader will allow the changes to permeate as quietly 
and effortlessly as possible.

A minister should bring change reverently. A wise pas-
tor will acknowledge that procedures, events and objects 
are often kept in place out of tradition or respect, and they 
have sentimental value. When changes are necessary, it is 
good and proper to bring closure to them in the best way 
possible.

Change in a church is never easy, for the pastor or for 
the congregation. However, it can be less of an anxious 
time if the minister will learn about the congregation, as-
sess the situation, and act in kindness, respect, and love. 
Doing so will allow the minister and the congregation to 
have a long and fruitful ministry.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Email your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

As a new pastor, how should 
I lead my church through 
some necessary changes?

law enforcement agencies and 
insurance companies are good 
sources for that help.

The principle of “separa-
tion of church and state” has 
been misconstrued, and its 
meaning has been contorted 
to prod the government to 
adopt an adversarial posi-
tion against religion. Too 
often, the courts seem to go 

out of their 
way to accom-
modate that 
objective. As 
if that weren’t 
enough, auda-

cious attempts are being made 
to revise history to cast doubts 
on our nation’s Christian 
heritage. Be certain of this: 
America is a republic founded 
on Judeo-Christian principles, 
and the founders never in-
tended for government to be 
hostile to or punitive toward 
people and institutions of 
faith. We need to unapolo-
getically defend those truths 
in loving and Christlike ways.  

Our nation grows more 
secular by the day. Even our 
numbers in the U.S. are 
shrinking. The number of 
people who claim no religion 
has risen 266 percent in the 
past three decades.  

According to a General 
Social Survey conducted last 
year, 23.1 percent of the U.S. 

Church & culture: Challenges abound

‘Know. And be known.’ 

C ultural conditions that 
churches and people of 

faith find themselves in are 
far different from what they 
were in the not-too-distant 
past. Christians and their 
organizations and businesses 
are being marginalized with 
ever-increasing frequency and 
intensity. There is a growing 
intolerance for and hostil-
ity toward our 
faith. Some-
times, that hos-
tility is acted 
out – and that 
should get our 
attention.  

Hardly a week goes by when 
a mass shooting isn’t in the 
news. Public venues – even 
churches sometimes – are the 
scenes where these heinous 
violent attacks on innocent, 
defenseless people take place. 
While the odds of that hap-
pening in any particular 
church are rather small, it can 
and does occur.  

Is your church prepared for 
such an event, in the unlikely 
chance that it may find itself a 
target of such violence? If not, 
your church’s leaders should 
do the due diligence necessary 
to protect the congregation 
and staff. There is a plethora 
of reliable resources regarding 
the best practices for church 
security and safety. Various 

population claimed no reli-
gion compared to 23 percent 
who were Catholics and 22.5 
percent who were Evangeli-
cals. Are your members up 
to the task of defending the 
faith and responding to the 
criticisms of contrarians? Our 
mandate is clear: “Always be 
ready to give a defense to any-
one who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you” 
(1 Pet. 3:15, HCSB). The ef-
ficacy of the gospel message 
is largely dependent on this 
duty.

The radical proponents of 
the SO/GI (sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity) 
agendas are not shy about 
trying to force churches and 
Christians and their business-
es and organizations to sur-
render their deeply held bibli-
cal beliefs and standards and 
adopt the more “enlightened” 
notions of human sexuality, 
marriage and gender-related 
matters. They are using the 
legal system to try and exert 
their will on us.  If it hasn’t 
yet, your church should take 
precautions by adopting poli-
cies and statements of faith 
that could serve to thwart 
attempts to strip us of our reli-
gious liberties.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

T here’s a paradox in 
choosing a university.

Many students have a 
strong desire to attend a uni-
versity where they can meet 
and get to 
know lots of 
people – and 
be known 
by lots of 
people. So 
they choose to attend a large 
university, not understanding 
this paradox: To know more 
people, and to be known by 
more people, choose a smaller 
university like Ouachita.

At the end of four years of 
college, chances are strong 
that a Ouachita graduate will 
know more people well – and 
be well-known by more people 
– than students who attend 
universities with thousands or 
tens-of-thousands of students.

Why? When a student 
spends four years on a resi-
dential campus with about 
1,500 other students – living 

and learning and sharing the 
challenges and joys of college 
life together – he or she has 
opportunities to develop life-
long relationships at a deeper, 

more mean-
ingful level. 
A student 
who attends 
a university 
with many 

thousands will likely live on 
campus only one year, often 
will recognize few if any of 
his or her classmates and will 
rarely find himself or herself 
in a professor’s home for din-
ner, much less in possession 
of that professor’s cell num-
ber when it’s time to ask for 
the all-important grad school 
or employment recommenda-
tions.

There are many reasons to 
choose Ouachita. Add to the 
list the desire to “Know. And 
Be Known.”

Here’s how some of our 
students expressed this dur-

ing their first semester on 
campus:

“Ouachita provides the 
friends and professors who 
become our constant account-
ability partners, encouragers 
and teachers. Here, we are 
taught how to be a disciple in 
our world today, combining 
both our love for Christ and 
our love for academics. As I 
sit here, exactly one month 
into my life as a Ouachita stu-
dent, I am overwhelmed with 
how much I learn every single 
day, how much I thought I 
knew but didn’t, and how 
much Ouachita has done for 
me that exceeded all my needs 
and expectations.” — Addy

“The first attribute of 
Ouachita that drew me to the 
school was its size. I wanted 
a school where I could feel 
connected to my classmates 
and would know most of the 
people I see around campus. I 

Ouachita Baptist 
University
Keldon Henley

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

See KNOWN page 6
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CASINO

continued from page 5
KNOWN

being done in an open, pub-
lic forum. Our community is 
being split into some ugly fac-
tions,” said Sykes.

“The county remains in 
limbo, and the application 
process is a three-ring circus,” 
he said.

In June, the Arkansas Rac-
ing Commission rejected five 
casino applicants and voted 
to reopen the application 
window for 90 days. On Aug. 
13, the Pope County Quo-
rum Court issued a letter of 
approval to the Cherokee Na-
tion Businesses to build a ca-
sino and hotel complex, beat-
ing out four rivals. Two days 
later, Ben Cross, county judge, 
signed the letter and submit-
ted it to the Arkansas Racing 
Commission. On Monday, 
Aug. 19, four days after a 
Mississippi company filed a 
lawsuit against the Arkansas 
Racing Commission, the com-
mission took no action on 
the letter but instead opened 
another 90-day window for ac-
cepting new applications for a 
casino license in Pope County. 

“As simply as I can put it, 
even the racing commission is 
aware that the Quorum Court 
action was filled with legal hur-
dles,” Sykes said. 

Allegations are being re-
viewed, he said, “that the 
Quorum Court negotiated the 
contract with the Cherokees in 
illegal, closed-door meetings, 
that they threatened several 
justices of the peace with po-
tential lawsuit liability if they 
did not approve the contract 
and that they ignored a law 
that requires a local option be-
fore such a contract is entered 
into.”

The question of illegal 
meetings has been sent to the 
Office of the Prosecutor Coor-
dinator in Little Rock for as-
signment to a special prosecu-

tor, according to the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette.

Some argue that the state 
law, Issue 4, trumps the local 
ordinance and, thus, no local 
option is required before a ca-
sino is built. If such a special 
election was held to gain ap-
proval of Pope County voters, 
the earliest date would likely 
be March 3, 2020, the Demo-
crat-Gazette reported.

The Pope County issues 
“would not exist if the state 
voters had not mandated that 
Pope County enter the casino 
gaming business. We didn’t 
want it. We voted heavily 
against it. But it was imposed 
upon us.

“Everyone should be able to 
watch and see the chaos and 
backdoor influencing, hear the 
threats, read the legal bluffs, 
and realize this is the kind of 
business groups the state invit-
ed into our backyards by solic-
iting casino gaming as a form 
of entertainment,” Sykes said.

As ABSC president, Sykes 
calls on all Arkansas Baptists 
to pray and take action to op-
pose the proposed casino in 
Pope County. “I believe the 
prayers of Arkansas Baptists 
make a difference. I know, per-
sonally, I have been solidified 
in my determination to fight 
this battle because of phone 
calls and emails of encourage-
ment from Arkansas Baptists. 

“And I personally believe 
this is a worthwhile fight to 
protect the lowest socio-eco-
nomic groups in our county 
who will be devastated by this 
casino, but it’s also a test case 
for other such predatory in-
dustries that could be lurking 
around the corner in our state. 
We need to make this hard. 
We need to fight until the last 
option is gone. We need to 
love what’s right and true and 
good just as much as the other 
side loves the almighty dol-
lar. If we do not, we’re going 
to look around in a few years 
and owe future generations 
an apology for how we refused 
to protect them and allowed 

our state’s morality to disap-
pear with hardly a word said,”  
Sykes said.

Citizens For A Better Pope 
County, led by Jim Knight, is 
doing its part to oppose the 
casino. An Aug. 13 Facebook 
post by the group said, “We 
have stated from the begin-
ning that the decision regard-
ing a casino in Pope County 
should be in the hands of Pope 
County voters. Press reports 
have emerged of decisions hav-
ing already been made, and il-
legal meetings and discussion 
by Quorum Court members, 
while no public consideration 
or discussion of the casino ap-
plicants by the Quorum Court 
has taken place. Whether 
you’re for or against a casino, 
you should demand transpar-
ency in the business of our 
elected officials.”

Judge Cross and members 
of the Quorum Court have 
been sued by Citizens For A 
Better Pope County. The suit 
asked that no casino be en-
dorsed without first holding 
an election as required by the 
local ordinance.

In early summer, a grass-
roots pro-casino group, Pope 
County Majority, led by Kelly 
Jett, was launched. Some be-
lieve the tide of support for a 
casino in Pope County is be-
ginning to turn in favor of the 
casino.

“A month ago, the only peo-
ple we were hearing from were 
people opposing the casino. It 
really looked like a one-sided 
issue,” Pope County Justice of 
the Peace Ray Black told the 
Democrat-Gazette. “Now we’re 
receiving multiple, multiple 
emails and letters from people 
wanting the casino here in 
Pope County.

“The biggest thing we’re 
doing is trying to find out what 
the majority of Pope County 
wants to do when it comes to 
this subject. And we’re not 
any closer to that answer than 
when we started.”

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

wanted a school where I could 
make relationships with my 
teachers that would last for 
a lifetime. I wanted a school 
where class would not just 
be a teacher lecturing for an 
hour but we could have mean-
ingful classroom discussion 
that best fits my learning style. 

Planned Parenthood forfeits family planning funds for abortion
WASHINGTON (BP) – One 
of Planned Parenthood’s gov-
ernment revenue streams has 
officially dried up for now.

The Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America (PPFA) 
confirmed Aug. 19 it would 
not abide by the Trump ad-
ministration’s new rule that 
prohibits federal family plan-
ning funds for organizations 

that perform, promote or refer 
for abortions. The decision – 
which had been expected for 
weeks and was announced at 
the deadline set by the admin-
istration – means PPFA will 
forfeit $50 to $60 million a 
year in order to conduct busi-
ness as usual as the country’s 
No. 1 abortion provider.

The loss of funding through 

Title X, the federal govern-
ment’s family planning pro-
gram, will result in about a 
10 percent decrease in gov-
ernment money for Planned 
Parenthood – at least while 
a court challenge is under-
way. PPFA and its affiliates 
collected $563.8 million in 
government grants and reim-
bursements in its latest finan-

cial year. The abortion giant 
performed more than 332,757 
abortions during the most re-
cent year for which statistics 
are available.

Three days before PPFA’s 
announcement, an Arizona 
jury awarded a former Planned 
Parenthood employee $3 mil-
lion for wrongful termination 
after she had shared health 
and safety warnings with su-
pervisors.

Federal defunding of PPFA 
– which reported $1.88 billion 
in net assets in its latest report 
– has long been a goal of pro-
life organizations, and leaders 
of the movement applauded 
news of Planned Parenthood’s 
withdrawal from Title X.

Withdrawal from Title X 
“shows what is truly impor-
tant to [Planned Parenthood]: 
Care for women is expendable, 
but abortion is not,” said Rus-
sell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission 
(ERLC).

“At the same time, this new 
rule from the Department of 
Health and Human Services 
is a welcome move not only 
because it reveals Planned Par-
enthood’s sad business model 
but also because it is an impor-
tant step in separating taxpayer 
dollars from the abortion in-
dustry,” Moore said in written 
comments.

“Since its announcement, 
we have worked to make sure 
the rule remained strong as we 
continued to call upon Con-
gress to take legislative action,” 
he said. “We will continue to 
be tireless in our witness for 
life, praying for the day when 
we as a country repent of ever 
propping up this storefront of 
death.”

Planned Parenthood 
“showed its true colors by pri-
oritizing abortion over family 
planning,” said Marjorie Dan-
nenfelser, president of the 
Susan B. Anthony List, in a 
written release. “This is a huge 
win for women’s health.”

I wanted a school where I can 
have opportunities to practice 
my skills and build my resume 
starting in my freshman year. 
I wanted a school where I am 
not just a number, but I mean 
something to both the school 
and to the professors. Ouachi-
ta is a school which offers all 
those things.” — Caleb

Keldon Henley is vice president 
for institutional advancement at 
Ouachita Baptist University.

FIGHTING FOR LIFE – Paula Williams, Hannah Pregnancy Resource Center (HPRC) 
executive director, and Ernest DeSoto, associational missionary for Liberty Baptist 
Association, pose Aug. 17 in El Dorado with the ultrasound machine donated to 
HPRC by the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.
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Cell #: 
(870) 571-3773
Email: 
ggee.seniorsbene� t@gmail.com

Medicare questions?
G’gee can help!

continued from page 2
EB
the ABSC and the financial 
support and accountability 
that they receive from the con-
vention.

“The convention is either 
their (agencies and institu-
tions’) sole member or func-
tions as their sole member. 
Our state convention picks 
their trustees. They are ac-

countable back to the conven-
tion. Do you understand that 
they have to get their budget 
approved, the CP portion, by 
the convention? Do you under-
stand that if they change any-
thing in their by-laws, it has to 
be brought before the group? 
If they change ‘a’ to ‘an,’ it 
has to be voted on. That’s 
real tight connection. That’s 
real tight accountability. They 
don’t have to sign the 2000 
Baptist Faith and Message 
… (but) agencies and institu-
tions have to function within 

the framework of the 2000 
Baptist Faith and Message,” 
said Tucker. “It’s a real tight 
accountability, and you give 
them a very small portion of 
their budget for that account-
ability.

“We owe them (agencies 
and institutions) love and 
support and encouragement. 
Their burdens are our bur-
dens. Because they are ac-
countable to us, it’s not just 
about, ‘We are going to hold 
you accountable,’ we are ac-
countable to love them and 

support them and to be con-
nected to them. Their needs 
are our needs. Their hurts are 
our hurts. Their focus is our 
focus. Their celebrations are 
our celebrations. And Arkan-
sas Baptists have got to buy 
into this system and affirm 
this in a big way.”

Representatives from Ar-
kansas Baptist agencies and 
institutions shared about their 
current initiatives they are ex-
cited about and how Arkan-
sas Baptists can best support 
them.

Executive Board members 
broke into small groups and 
discussed potential missions 
opportunities locally by annu-
ally targeting, as a convention, 
the top five most challenging 
places in Arkansas to serve, 
nationally between the ABSC 
and other state conventions 
including Kansas-Nebraska 
and Hawaii, and internation-
ally in Europe in partnership 
with the International Mission 
Board.

“Do we do something as a 
state? That’s what we are re-

ally looking at,” said Tucker. 
“So far we’ve really kind of let 
churches do their individual 
thing, and the missions team 
tries to support that.”

Numerous comments were 
given on the various missions 
opportunities presented. 
Board members were generally 
excited about the opportunity 
for new statewide missions 
partnerships. The need for a 
significant follow-up process 
following missions projects, 
identifying strategies for im-
proving missions engagement 
within churches, making mis-
sions opportunities afford-
able and making sure that 
missions efforts are effective 
– in part by working and col-
laborating with existing field 
missionaries – were some of 
the topics addressed during 
discussion.

Eighteen Executive Board 
members completed their ser-
vice and were recognized dur-
ing the meeting.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
WHATLEY
play began when Whatley, at 
age 22, and her husband, Alan, 
moved to El Dorado. They 
were invited to a newcomers’ 
banquet at First Baptist. Staff 
member Joe Santo suggested, 
“Since you’re coming to the 
banquet, would you mind 
playing the piano?” Whatley 
graciously agreed. When he 
invited her to accompany the 
junior and senior high choirs, 
she once again agreed. As they 
were attending Wednesday 
nights, Santo again requested 
that Whatley accompany dur-
ing prayer meeting. Whatley 
headed toward the upright. 

While the sanctuary under-
went extensive renovations, 
Whatley practiced at a nearby 
Presbyterian church, with her 
2-year-old daughter, Kim, in 
tow.

Santo also persuaded What-
ley to serve as associate organ-
ist, playing weddings, funerals, 
revivals and special meetings. 
The choir was going to per-
form Mendelssohn’s oratorio 
“Elijah,” and Linda would 
need more practice time than 
could be managed toting a 
preschooler to a sanctuary. 
But the young married couple 
couldn’t afford a piano. Bens-
berg Music Company in Cam-
den rented and delivered one 
to the Whatley home for three 
months at a cost of $60. What-
ley’s fingers kept pace. 

Soon, former First Baptist 
pastor Mark Coppenger asked 
Whatley to serve as the organ-
ist. At the time, Whatley felt 
called to piano accompani-
ment and had no personal vi-
sion for playing the organ. She 
agreed to serve a three-month 
term while the official organist 
was away. Once again, at the 
end of this period, Whatley 
felt led to assume this posi-
tion and has held it ever since. 
Along the way, Whatley was 
asked to serve as director of 
the Child Learning Center. 
She faithfully served there for 
35 years. She earned an associ-
ate degree in early childhood 
education at South Arkan-
sas Community College to 
strengthen her leadership. 

Whatley’s dedication to say-

ing yes through the years took 
a physical toll. She has under-
gone four surgeries on her 
hands. At times, Whatley won-
dered if she’d ever play again. 

As she prepared mentally 
and spiritually for these pro-
cedures, she became sensitive 
to the many references to the 
hand in the Bible. Whatley ex-
perienced healing, and while 
she feels it’s not the same 
now, who can tell? What the 
congregation hears is the love 
of God pouring through her 
fingers.  

When current First Baptist 
minister of worship Dusten 
Melear asked Whatley about 
her favorite arranger, she re-
sponded that she “lucked into 
really enjoying a variety of 
music, as long as it’s tasteful.” 

Her favorites tend toward clas-
sical showstoppers like Cho-
pin, Bach, and Liszt’s “Liebe-
straum.” 

First Baptist will celebrate 
Whatley’s 50-year milestone 
Sunday, Oct. 6. Dove Award- 
winning producer, arranger 
and Sandi Patty accompanist 
Jay Rouse will lead morning 
worship at 10:15 a.m. Rouse’s 
commissioned composition 
for Whatley will be performed 
at a community service at 5:30 
p.m. in the sanctuary. A recep-
tion will follow at 6:30 p.m. 
in the church’s 2fifty2 build-
ing. The public is invited. First 
Baptist is located at 200 W. 
Main St., in El Dorado.

Sarah Shell Teague is a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, El 
Dorado.

Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker speaks during the Aug. 13 ABSC 
Executive Board meeting in Little Rock.
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

samm@fbcbentonville.org

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2020-21.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

See the ABN crossword, page 9

ABN Board member pro� les: Mike Vinson and Mike Sheets
CORNING – Mike Vinson, 
a certified public accountant 
(CPA) from Corning, repre-
sents district three for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News Board of 
Directors, and he has served 
since 2014. Vinson owns his 
own accounting practice in 
Corning.

Vinson is a member of 
First Baptist 
Church, Corn-
ing, where 
he serves as a 
men’s Sunday 
school teacher, 
deacon and 
member of the 
praise team.

He is a 
trained disaster relief team 
member for Current-Gaines 
Baptist Association’s feeding 
unit and has served on deploy-
ments to New York, Houston 
and across Arkansas.

Over the years, he has made 
six mission trips to Mexico 
and has participated in nine 
trips to Haiti since 2010. The 
last five trips to Haiti were 

to Hope Rising Children’s 
Home. For the last three years, 
he has served on their board 
and is currently the president 
of the board. 

“Any time I have been asked 
to serve, I view it as an oppor-
tunity to make a difference for 
the Lord,” said Vinson. “God 
has blessed me with certain 
gifts, skills and talents, and 
whenever I can use them for 
His glory, I find satisfaction 
in that. Hopefully, I am doing 
that for the ABN.”

In his spare time, Vinson 
enjoys playing golf, exercising 
and helping coach his grand-
daughter’s summer softball 
team. He loves spending time 
with his family and is looking 
forward to his second grand-
child coming in December.

“I think the Arkansas Baptist 
News is a vital link in keeping 
Arkansas Baptists connected 
and informed,” said Vinson. 
“Small churches in particular 
need to hear and learn from 
others, and the paper is a great 
resource.”

TEXARKANA – Mike Sheets, 
a professor of chemistry at Tex-
arkana College, has served as 
district seven representative 
for the ABN Board of Direc-
tors since 2015.

Sheets is a member of Cor-
nerstone Bap-
tist Church, 
Te x a r k a n a , 
where he pre-
viously served 
as the Sunday 
school director 
and minister 
of music. He 

currently serves as a deacon at 
Cornerstone.

In his spare time, Sheets 
enjoys collecting old cameras, 
listening to old-time radio and 
working on chemical demos.

“I have always enjoyed read-
ing the ABN to keep up with 
what Baptists in Arkansas and 
around the world are doing, 
and I wanted to be able to give 
something back to ABN,” said 
Sheets. 

“It is more important than 
ever that we have a reliable 

source of information about 
what is going on. ABN is not 
just a cheerleader for Baptists, 
but a trustworthy voice,” con-
tinued Sheets. “Many years 
ago when Tim (Yarbrough, 
editor) first came to the ABN, 
I sent a note congratulating 
him and asking him not to be 
just a cheerleader but also a 
critic if needed. Through the 
years, he has ably fulfilled his 
promise and guided the ABN 
to be the best publication of 
its kind.”

Vinson

Sheets
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Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Across
1. Hook on a pole
5. “___ of the leaven of the 
Pharisees” (Mark 8:15)
7. Marsh
8. Hawaiian isle (abbr.)
10. Swiss river
11. “The ___ pot is for silver” 
(Proverbs 17:3)
13. Father of Bezaleel 
(Exodus 35:30)
14. Common contraction
15. “___ I will bring one 
plague more” (Exodus 11:1)
17. “he that sat was to look 
upon like a jasper and a ___ 
stone” (Revelation 4:3)
19. “they laughed them to ___ 
and mocked them” (2 Chron-
icles 30:10)
21. Judah’s firstborn (Genesis 
38)
22. Superlative ending

23. Japanese drama
24. One (Scot.)
25. Mother of Isaac
27. Country between Israel 
and Judah
29. Not yet a state (abbr.)
30. Final outcome
31. Football theft (abbr.)
32. “And Solomon had forty 
thousand ___ of horses” (1 
Kings 4:26)
34. ___ Alamos
35. “They should ___ the fur-
nace” (Daniel 3:19)
36. Opera company, infor-
mally
37. “And they shall ___ him in 
an hundred shekels of silver” 
(Deuteronomy 22:19)
39. Another name for Esau 
(Genesis 25)

Down
1. Bible bk. with 50 chapters
2. Word of disgust
3. “not a ___ of bread…but 
of hearing the words of the 
Lord” (Amos 8:11)
4. Where the battle rages
5. Atlantic isle (abbr.)
6. He took Samuel under his 
wing
7. “she was a woman of a 
___ countenance” (2 Samuel 
14:27)
9. A sweet spice mentioned 
in Exodus 30
10. Mountain in E. Turkey
11. Baptismal basin
12. Earth (comb. form)
13. “learn to maintain good 
works for necessary ___” 
(Titus 3:14)
14. “Bring a ___ to share” 
(church supper request?)

16. Teachers
18. “there should be great 
___ throughout all the 
world” (Acts 11:28)
19. A few
20. Tidy
23. Acrobats from India
26. Grad student’s task
27. “For every one shall be 
___ with fire” (Mark 9:49)
28. “faithful children not 
accused of ___ or unruly” 
(Titus 1:6)
30. “the angel of the Lord 
ascended in the ___ of the 
altar” (Judges 13:20)
33. Candlenut tree fiber
34. Actress Merriwether
36. 1900, to Tiberias
38. Artificial language

Crossword by 
Barbour Publishing, Inc.

Crossword puzzle

Crossword answer, page 8

Whose child is it?

3
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3600 S LINCOLN ST, SILOAM SPRINGS, AR 72761
479-250-1865 – INFO@CAMPSILOAM.COM

In search of a full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor for Shepherd Hill Baptist Church lo-
cated south of Pine Bluff, AR. Send resumes to 
CBrown@next-wire.com.

First Baptist Church, Dumas, AR, in search for 
a pastor. Send resume to PSC, 200 East Water-
man, Dumas, Arkansas 71639.

Belview Baptist in Melbourne, AR, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resumes to mybel-
view@gmail.com.

Portland Baptist Church, Portland, Arkansas, 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Letter/resume 
to ronlmiller47@gmail.com or Ron Miller, 251 

vocational pastor. Mail resume to 12610 
Arch St., Little Rock, AR 72206.

First Baptist Church of Gillham is seeking a 
pastor. Please send resume to First Baptist 
Church of Gillham, PO Box 150, Gillham, AR 
71841.

Harlan Park Baptist Church, Conway, is seek-
ing a part-time worship leader with ability 
to coordinate and plan worship, lead praise team 
and overall music ministry. Great spot for young 
worship leader to gain experience. Please sub-
mit resume with references to garynmitchell@
hotmail.com or call 501-269-5536.

FBC, Lepanto, seeking a full-time youth 
pastor. Salary and parsonage provided. Please 
send your resume to kyle@fbclepanto.com.

First Baptist Church, Calico Rock, is seeking 
a full-time youth/children’s minister. 
Send resume to fbccr@fbccr.org.

FBC, Flippin, is seeking a full-time stu-
dent minister. Send resumes to fbcflippin@
hotmail.com. For more information: www.fbc-
flippin.com.

First Baptist Church, Haysville, Kansas, is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. Send 
resumes to firstbaptisthaysville@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Big Spring, Texas, is 
seeking a full-time student minister. 

Resumes will be accepted through September 
8, 2019. A full job description may be viewed at 
www.fbcbigspring.org. Please submit resumes 
to fbcstudentminister@gmail.com.

Affordable, beach side condos. Gulf 
Shores and Orange Beach, Alabama. Rent direct 
from Christian family owners. Lowest prices on 
the beach. www.gulfshorescondos.com. Call 
251-656-4935, 251-752-2366 or 205-556-
0368.

Keller Bend Rd., Wilmot, AR 71676.
Seeking bi-vocational pastor resumes 

for rural churches in north central Arkansas. 
Submit to rbba@centurytel.net or Rocky Bayou 
Baptist Association, P.O. Box 59, Franklin, AR 
72536.

Rector First Baptist Church seeks full-time 
senior pastor. Send resume to rectorfirst@
gmail.com or PO Box 197, Rector, AR 72461.

FBC, Pangburn, is seeking a pastor. Please 
email resumes to Pangburnfbcpastorsearch@
gmail.com or mail to First Baptist Church, Attn: 
Pastor Search Team, PO Box 250, Pangburn, AR, 
72121.

Archview Baptist Church is seeking a bi-

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

C l a s s i f i e d s

Editor’s Note: The Arkansas 
Baptist News would love to share 
your church news with the state. 
Send your information to sarah@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 1-800-
838-2272, ext. 5153. Please sub-
mit information three weeks prior 
to the event.

Obituaries

Joe B. Collins, 76, of Jack-
sonville, died Aug. 1.

An Air Force veteran, Col-
lins was an ordained minister 
and pastored several church-
es in Arkansas. Collins also 
ran a successful optometrist 
practice in Jacksonville for 54 
years.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and a daugh-
ter.

Collins is survived by his 
wife, a brother, a daughter 
and four grandchildren.

The funeral was Aug. 9 at 
Roller-Owens Funeral Home 
in North Little Rock, fol-
lowed by burial at Arkansas 
State Veterans Cemetery in 
North Little Rock.

Jack B. Carter, 90, of Lit-
tle Rock, died Aug. 6.

Carter was a member of 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Little Rock and served as a 
deacon, trustee and Sunday 
school teacher. Carter also 
served the state of Arkan-
sas with Nail Benders and 
Church in a Day.

A memorial service was 
held Aug. 9 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. 

Milestones

Fred Oaks retired as pastor 
of Faith Baptist Church, Quit-
man.

First Baptist Church, 
Marked Tree, will celebrate its 
110th anniversary on Sunday, 
Sept. 15. J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, 

On the move

Danny Johnson is serv-
ing as interim pastor at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, El 
Dorado. 

Walt Rogers is serving as 
pastor at Lakeside Baptist 
Church, Rogers.

Matthew Wilson is serv-
ing as pastor at Union Baptist 
Church, El Dorado.

Baptist life

West Baptist Church, 
Batesville, will be the drop 
off spot for the Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip No Sale Yard 

Victory Car Show Sept. 15 at Immanuel
LITTLE ROCK – The seventh 
annual Victory Car Show pre-
sented by the men’s ministry 
of Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Little Rock will be held 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 15.

Sale. Items can be dropped 
off from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday -Fr iday,  f rom 
now until the mission 
event. The mission day 
will be in Independence Bap-
tist Association Saturday, 
Oct. 5.

LifeWay will host a Pastor 
Date Night at Second Baptist 
Church, Conway, starting at 
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 3. 
The night will feature a panel 
of ministry couples to answer 
questions about life and min-
istry. For more information, 
visit lifeway.com.

Forrest City Baptist 
Church, Forrest City, 
will host a disaster relief 
training event starting at 
8 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 14.

Caroline Baptist As-
sociation will host a 
Women’s  Celebrat ion 
conference at Lonoke Bap-

executive director of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, will be the guest speaker. 
Lunch will follow the worship 
service.

Church life

East Mount Zion Trinity 
Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
will host The Diplomats at 
7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 31.

First Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, will host the 
10th annual Hymn Fest at 
5 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 29.

tist Church starting at 
10 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 14. 
The conference, themed 
“A New Heart,” will 
feature Tena Hauk, execu-
tive director of New Hearts 
Ministry, as the guest 
speaker.

Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, will host a di-
saster relief training event 
starting at 8 a.m., Saturday, 
Oct. 12. 

Heart to Heart Wom-
en’s Ministry of Family 

Admission is free. For more 
information about registering 
a car or motorcycle, visit ibclr.
org/events. 

Immanuel Baptist Church 
is located at 501 N. Shackle-
ford in Little Rock. 

Church, White Hall, will host 
Re l e n t l e s s  Wo m e n ’ s 
Conference Friday-Saturday, 
Nov. 1-2. For more informa-
tion, visit www.heart2heartfc.
ws.

ABN Podcast 101 - ABN Podcast host Bill Bumpas 
discusses federal defunding of Planned Parenthood and 
speaks with Rose Mimms, executive director of Arkansas 
Right to Life, about bringing the pro-life play, “Viable,” to 
Arkansas. Bumpas also interviews “Viable “ play producer 
John Hoover.

Listen at arkansasbaptist.org/podcast
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Ephesians 1:3-14 is one continuous 
sentence of 202 words in the Greek text. 
Biblical scholars agree that this text is 
the most cumbersome sentence in the 
Greek language. The Apostle Paul of-
fered phrase after phrase of God-cen-
tered praise. The reason for Paul’s re-
joicing and praise is that God has saved 
us and has “blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavens” 
(Eph. 1:3).

Imagine the 
cartoon that de-
scribes a gather-
ing of a very rich 
deceased man’s 
greedy family 
who are waiting 
for the attorney 
to read the will. While family members 
are on the edge of their seats, the attor-
ney begins to read the will, “I, John Doe, 
being of sound mind and body, spent it 
all!” Jesus didn’t spend it all; He paid it 
all! Jesus’ death on the cross and His res-
urrection made possible our salvation. 
Warren Wiersbe said, “When you were 
born again into God’s family, you were 
born rich.”

Paul said Christ has “blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing” (Eph. 1:3). The 

word “bless” is the Greek word eulogeo, 
which literally means “to speak well 
of.” It signifies “to praise, to celebrate, 
to bless, and to rejoice.” We can rejoice 
and praise God because “in Christ” 
we are spiritually rich. We have every 
spiritual enrichment needed for the spir-
itual life.  

Writing from prison, Paul explained 
that our spiritual blessings come from 
three sources.  God the Father chose to 

save us even “be-
fore the foun-
dation of the 
world” (Eph. 
1:4). Christ, 
by His grace, 
forgave us, re-
deemed us, and 

made us His inheritance (Eph. 1:7-11). 
Our salvation in Christ is “sealed with 
the promised Holy Spirit. He is the down 
payment of our inheritance” (Eph. 1:13-
14).

The purpose of giving us all these 
spiritual blessings is “to the praise of His 
glory” (Eph. 1:14). We should join Paul 
in this God-centered praise. We should 
give God praise for all that He has done 
for us, all that He is doing for us, and all 
that He will do for us.

of them. Jesus said we are more valuable 
than the birds (Matt. 6:26). Jesus also 
confronted our worries about clothes. 
The wildflowers grow and adorn the 
fields (Matt. 6:28). Jesus said Solomon in 
all his splendor was not adorned like one 
of these (Matt. 6:29). Jesus told us that 
God will do much more for us (Matt. 
6:30).  

We all have needs, but worrying 
about them will not do any good (Matt. 

6:27). God knows 
what you need 
(Matt. 6:32). Jesus 
calls us to seek His 
kingdom and His 
righteousness and 
then everything 

else will fall into place (Matt. 6:33). 
Many people worry about things that 

might happen tomorrow. Jesus said, 
“Don’t worry about tomorrow … Each 
day has enough trouble of its own” 
(Matt. 6:34). We really only have today. 
God will provide for whatever the future 
brings. “His mercies never end. They are 
new every morning;  great is Your faith-
fulness!” (Lam. 3:22-23).  

When our life is centered on Christ, 
we need not worry about food, clothes 
and the future.

I learned about the relationship of 
cause and effect in elementary school. 
Our teacher used an egg to demonstrate 
Sir Isaac Newton’s theory of gravity. She 
held it up and released it.  The mess on 
the floor revealed the cause. The reality 
of cause and effect can easily be seen in 
the Christian life. It was Paul’s desire and 
passion to help believers understand the 
effect their salvation had in their daily 
lives.  

Paul received a 
report about the 
Ephesians’ faith 
and love (Eph. 
1:15). He didn’t 
just evangelize 
them and forget 
them; he remembered them. It moved 
him to thanksgiving and prayer.

He constantly gave thanks in prayer 
for the work of God’s grace in their lives 
(Eph. 1:16). Paul specifically prayed that 
that God “would give you a spirit of wis-
dom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him” (Eph. 1:17). He wanted them to 
know God more. The spirit of wisdom 
and revelation is a reference to the Holy 
Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14). Revelation refers to 
the knowledge, and wisdom refers to the 

ability to use that knowledge to influ-
ence and affect the course of one’s life.

Paul also prayed that the “the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened” (Eph. 
1:18). He wanted the Holy Spirit to en-
lighten them to “the hope of His calling” 
(Eph. 1:18). This speaks to their conver-
sion experience in the past that has a 
present and future impact. He wanted 
them to be enlightened to the “riches of 

His inheritance” 
(Eph. 1:18). 
This speaks to 
the rich spiri-
tual blessings 
we have as heirs 
with Christ 
(Rom. 8:17). 

Paul also wanted them to be enlightened 
to “the immeasurable greatness of His 
power” (Eph. 1:19). This was the same 
power that raised Jesus from the dead, 
seated Him at the right hand of God 
with all authority on earth and in heav-
en, and appointed Him as the head of 
the Church (Eph. 1:20-23).

 Paul remembered those he evange-
lized in Ephesus, and he was moved to 
pray for them.  We should follow his ex-
ample.

The theme of Philippians is joy. The 
word “rejoice” is found nine times; the 
word “joy,” four times, and the expres-
sion “rejoice with,” two times. Although 
Paul was writing from prison, he was 
filled with joy, and he wanted the Phi-
lippians to be filled with joy. Christians 
should be known as joyful people. The 
one thing that can rob us of our joy is 
worry. We can’t do what Bobby McFer-
rin suggests in his 
tune “Don’t Worry, 
Be Happy.” Worry 
is not something 
we just turn off. 
Paul’s instruction 
was, “Don’t worry. 
Pray.” 

I have wrestled through seasons of 
doubt, dryness, despair and discourage-
ment. My joy was gone because I had 
drifted away from my time alone with 
God. Our joy comes from the Lord. If 
we don’t spend time with Him, our joy is 
replaced with anxiety. Paul said, “Rejoice 
in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4). Our joy 
and rejoicing emerge from our relation-
ship with the Lord. The key is prayer.

Paul used three different words for 
prayer. The word “prayer” was the gener-

al word for making requests of God, but 
it also has a worship element. It carries 
the idea of adoration, devotion and wor-
ship. We often forget that our time alone 
with God is a worship experience. The 
second word is “petition,” and it means 
to voice our need or problem. The last 
word is “thanksgiving,” which means to 
voice our gratitude and appreciation to 
God. The result of this praying is that 

God will give us a 
peace that “surpass-
es every thought” 
and will abide 
with us (Phil. 4:7, 
9). This peace will 
guard our hearts 
and minds (Phil. 

4:7). Like that guard that was chained to 
Paul, peace stands guard over our hearts 
and minds, guarding us from wrong feel-
ings and wrong thinking.  

Spending time alone with God will 
help us to dwell on whatever is true, hon-
orable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, 
things of moral excellence, and things 
worthy of praise (Phil. 4:8).  

Deepen your relationship with God 
by spending time with Him every day. It 
will bring joy to your life.

Psychologists tell us that most people 
worry from time to time. Most will real-
ize it was ineffective and learn from it. 
Sadly, there are those who are chronic 
worriers. Chronic worrying is about the 
need to worry. It is a common character-
istic of almost all anxiety disorders. It is 
the cardinal diagnostic feature of Gener-
alized Anxiety Disorder.

Three times in this text Jesus said, 
“Don’t worry” (Matt. 6:25, 31, 34). 
Worry results 
when we focus too 
much on self.  A 
centered life is a 
life that is focused 
on Jesus Christ 
as Lord. When 
you have Jesus, you have everything you 
need. The statement, “This is why I tell 
you,” (Matt. 6:25) connects this passage 
with Matthew 6:19-24, which is focused 
on unreserved devotion to God. Unre-
served devotion to God requires us to 
trust God for every provision. When we 
do, there is no reason for anxiety or wor-
rying.  

Jesus confronted our worries about 
food. We need to take a lesson from the 
birds. “They don’t sow or reap or gather 
into barns” (Matt. 6:26). God takes care 

A centered life
MATTHEW 6:25-34 (HCSB)

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

Rejoice
EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (HCSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

A daily pursuit
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9 (HCSB)

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Remembered
EPHESIANS 1:15-23 (HCSB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Featured 
commentary 
writer

Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist and EEG technician at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Rus-
sellville. Nash is involved in medical research and is a preaching pastor at Soul Food Cafe Mission. He is involved in mis-
sions and also leads a small group and the decision room ministry at Second Baptist Church, Conway. Nash has attended 
several universities and seminaries, including Williams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He holds multiple educational degrees, including a bachelor of arts in Christian ministries, a master of arts and doctor 
of ministry in pastoral studies and a master of arts in theological studies. Nash volunteers on the Cairo Geniza Project 
deciphering and transcribing ancient Greek and Arabic documents. He loves to read, bass fish, and spend time with his 
family. He and his wife, Mary Ann, love to travel, explore ancient ruins and go on wild animal safaris.

BIBLE COMMENTARY



Support our mission by 
making a tax-deductible 

contribution today

The Arkansas Baptist News exists to ... 
Advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ

Report the news based on 
our Christian worldview

Uphold high standards of 
journalism and Christian ethics

@ArkBaptNewsArkansas Baptist News@ArkBaptNews

Call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153
or visit arkansasbaptist.org/donate
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