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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

From journalism school 
to the pastorate

ABSC President
Greg Sykes

See page 3
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FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. 
(BP) – As a committed Christ 
follower, Mark Hoover, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in 
Hayti, Mo., is looking for a 
new “one.”

After witnessing long dis-
tance to his brother, Dusty, 
who lives in their home state 
of Mississippi, Hoover saw 
him come to Christ. Inspired 
by what God had done in his 
life, Dusty drove several hours 
to Hayti where Hoover bap-
tized his brother Sept. 8.

All across the United 
States, the evangelism team 
at the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) has heard 
similar stories during the 
Who’s Your One? Tour of how 
the movement has led to life 
change.

Those stories can serve as 
a hopeful sign for Southern 
Baptist churches that are work-
ing to reverse a decades-long 
decline.

The Who’s Your One? 
Tour is coming to Arkansas 
Oct. 27-28 to Cross Church’s 

Faye t t e v i l l e 
c a m p u s . 
Johnny Hunt, 
NAMB’s se-
n ior  v i ce 
president of 
e v a n g e l i s m 
and leader-
ship, will lead 
a rally Sunday 

evening, with breakout ses-
sions led by Nick Floyd, senior 
pastor of Cross Church; Vance 
Pitman, senior pastor of Hope 
Church, Las Vegas; Allan Tay-

See ONE page 2
See KICKSTART page 6

Carrie Jernigan and her daughters, Harper, middle, and Campbell, left, with the 
shoes they bought at Payless’ going-out-of-business sale.

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

ALMA – Carrie Jernigan 
was just taking her kids shoe 
shopping for an upcoming 
family vacation when her 
daughter, Harper, brought 
a pair of Avengers shoes to 
her. Harper had noticed a 
classmate from school had 
shoes that were too tight and 
had holes in them, and she 
asked her mom if they could 
buy the shoes for her friend.

“I said, ‘Yes,’ but I looked 
down and I could tell they 
were small,” said Jernigan, 
an attorney for Settle Jerni-
gan Law in Fayetteville and 
member of Kibler Baptist 
Church, Alma. “I just joking-
ly said to the clerk, ‘Looks 
like I may have to buy out all 
the shoes.’”

The employee at Payless, 
which was going out of busi-
ness, laughed and then said, 
“Would you really consider 
doing that?”

A few days later, Jernigan 
found herself with 1,500 
pairs of shoes.

Jernigan told her pastor, 
Lee Denton, that she had 
bought all the shoes, but she 
was going to give them away 
anonymously. She spent 
most of the summer trying 
to give the shoes away. How-
ever, the new school year was 
approaching, and she still 
had plenty of shoes left.

“When I found out Car-

rie had purchased the shoes 
back in the early summer, I 
had mentioned to her that we 
could make it a big event,” said 
Denton. “After she shared her 
initial Facebook post, it went 
viral within 24 hours, and 
we were scrambling to decide 
what, when, how and where.”

Jernigan’s Facebook post 
was asking for a location where 
she could set up all the shoes 
and give them away to the 
community. It later was up-
dated with details of the River 
Valley Kickstart that would be 
held 2-6 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 
10, at the Alma Middle School 
gym – 17 days after the Face-
book post went live.

The viral post also got the 
attention of major national 
news outlets.

“That first national news 
story let me talk about God 
and kept it in the article,” said 
Jernigan. “That’s when I knew 
that if MSN on their lead story 
is me and these shoes and they 
did not cut out me talking 
about God, God was going to 
do something big.’”

Jernigan was also featured 
on the national talk show 
“Strahan and Sara,” where 
they gifted her $30,000 worth 
of school supplies from Sta-
ples.

With national attention, 
Jernigan was able to raise more 
money for the back-to-school 
event and purchase more shoes 
and more school supplies. 
Local businesses and churches 

also chipped in with the event 
and donated money to help 
kids get ready for school.

“The event could not have 
gone better,” said Jernigan. 
“Someone said that God was 
in every nook and cranny in 
that school, and that was so 
true. Where everything could 
have gone wrong, or a few bad 
things could have gone wrong, 
nothing did.”

Before the doors were even 
opened, 1,500 people were al-
ready waiting outside with the 
heat index at 114 degrees.

During the River Valley 
Kickstart, 150 volunteers from 
Kibler Baptist Church and 50 
volunteers from the communi-
ty gave away 1,200 backpacks, 
2,300 pairs of shoes, 6,500 
bottles of water, school sup-
plies and thousands of dollars 
worth of gift cards to Sonic, 

Community comes 
together around 
‘one kingdom’

Who’s Your One? 
Tour equips 
believers for 
evangelism

McDonalds, Taco Bell and 
Chick-fil-a. The event also 
featured free dental screen-
ings, health screenings, phys-
icals and haircuts.

City officials estimated 
there were around 5,000 
people at the event – the 
population of Alma is 5,748. 

“There were so many 
people, I thought we were 
going to run out of shoes. 
I thought we wouldn’t have 
enough backpacks,” said 
Jernigan. “Everybody kept 
talking about Jesus with the 
fish, and that’s exactly how 
it felt.”

According to Denton, 
this was the largest “mission-
ary event” in the history of 
Alma.

“We normally give away 

Hunt



October 10, 20192 

Memphis-area Bellevue Baptist 
Church and past president of 
the SBC, concluded the morn-
ing’s training session by walk-
ing through the steps Bellevue 
takes to reach its city.

While the church can and 
should do a lot of good things, 
Gaines said, the goal of every-
thing Bellevue does centers 
on sharing the gospel with its 
community.

“We at Bellevue want to 
make disciples,” Gaines said. 
“Making disciples is not just 
getting some existing Chris-
tians and having a Bible study. 
If making disciples does not in-
clude winning people to Jesus, 
sharing the gospel with lost 
people, then there is no evan-
gelism in the Great Commis-
sion. ... It is ‘make disciples,’ 
then baptize disciples, then 
teach disciples – all that Christ 
has given us.”

For more information, visit 
whosyourone.com.

continued from page one
ONE

Ark. women celebrate missions at Engage 
Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

CONWAY – Women from 
around the state gathered for 
the Arkansas Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU) 2019 
Engage Conference and annu-
al meeting Sept. 21 at Wood-
land Heights Baptist Church, 
Conway.

“The purpose of Engage 
and the WMU annual meet-
ing is to bring women of all 
ages together to participate in 
missions experiences that will 
inform them about missions; 
make them aware of Southern 
Baptist and Arkansas Baptist 

missions activities, emphases 
and goals; and strengthen fel-
lowship among women in our 
state,” said Debbie Moore, 
executive director for Arkan-
sas WMU and member of the  
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) missions 
team.

Andrea Lennon, women’s 
ministry specialist for the 
ABSC and founder of True 
Vine Ministry, was the fea-
tured speaker at the confer-
ence. Lennon shared a mes-
sage from 1 Corinthians 15:58 
and encouraged women to 
stand firm in their faith.

“It is because of Jesus’ 

A woman prays during a time of worship at Engage Sept. 21 held at Woodland 
Heights Baptist Church, Conway. Photo by Sarah Davis
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Williams announces jump  
in enrollment, prayer board

WALNUT RIDGE – A 
record freshman class has 
pushed enrollment up by 
more than 12 percent on 
the campus of Williams 
Baptist University (WBU).  
The university announced 
its fall enrollment numbers 
at its recent Board of Trust-
ees meeting.

Enrollment is up across 
nearly all categories at Wil-
liams this fall, led by a class 
of 198 freshmen. That 
figure represents a 26.9 
percent increase over last 
year’s count of 156 fresh-
men. The freshman class is 
the largest since Williams 
became a four-year institu-
tion in 1984 and is one of 
its largest ever.

Williams has an on-cam-
pus enrollment of 517 this 
semester, which is a 12.6 
percent jump from the 459 
students enrolled last fall. 

“We are elated with the 
fall enrollment numbers, 
which reflect the hard work 
of many people across the 
WBU campus. We especial-
ly commend Angela Flippo, 
our vice president for en-
rollment management, and 
her entire team in the ad-
missions and financial aid 
offices. They have done in-
credible work over the past 
year, and we are reaping the 
rewards this fall,” said Stan 
Norman, WBU president.

Total enrollment at 
WBU, which includes on-
campus, online and off-
campus extension num-
bers, stands at 553, an im-
provement of 11.6 percent 
over last year’s number of 
497.

The university also en-
joyed an increase in its 
full-time equivalent (FTE), 
which is an important bud-
get number for colleges and 
universities.  The total FTE 
at Williams stands at 538 
this year, which is a 12.3 
percent increase.

In other business, 
WBU’s Board of Trustees 
approved a prayer advisory 
board for the school and 
elected 2020 officers.

lor, executive pastor of minis-
tries at First Baptist Concord, 
Knoxville, Tenn.; and Cathe-
rine Renfro, NAMB marketing 
consultant.

At a Sept. 29 rally held at 
Christ Place Church in Flow-
ery Branch, Ga., Hunt shared 
the reality facing the churches 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, in which baptism 
numbers hit a seven-decade 
low in 2018.

“You go back, we had half 
the number of churches, 
we had one-eighteenth the 
amount of money then than 
we invest now,” Hunt shared 
with the crowd of more than 
750. “So, we’re doing less with 
so very much more.”

Though Hunt does not shy 
away from reality, he refuses to 
allow the negative trend line to 

breed negativity in his message 
to Southern Baptists. Who’s 
Your One, an evangelism ef-
fort that encourages believers 
to focus on reaching one lost 
friend or family member, pro-
vides an attainable approach.

“If indeed one in 10 that 
attends our churches on Sun-
day morning were to win their 
one to Christ,” Hunt said, 
“we would not only double 
baptisms, we’d have the single 
greatest year in the history of 
our denomination.”

Every Who’s Your One 
Tour stop includes a Sunday 
evening rally followed by Mon-
day morning training sessions 
with practitioners who are 
seeing success in evangelism 
in their contexts. They have 
made progress despite the 
cultural challenges affecting 
North America.

The value of small groups
While casting a large vi-

sion is the place to start, 
Taylor shared about the  
strategic importance and value 
small groups have in evange-
lism.

“I want to challenge you 
that your strategy should be 
your small group ministry,” 
Taylor said. “Mission is best 
accomplished in the context 
of small groups.”

Taylor, former director of 
Sunday school and church 
education ministry at Life-
Way Christian Resources, 
cited a LifeWay study that il-
lustrates the important role 
small groups play in evangelis-
tically effective churches. Most 
churches have small groups, 
Taylor said, but few churches 
use them to reach their com-
munities.

“It’s time we turned our 
small groups into mission 
teams,” he said. “The mission 
is everything.”

Steve Gaines, pastor of 

death, burial and resurrection 
and us placing our faith in 
Jesus’ death, burial and resur-
rection that we are a member 
of the family of God,” said 
Lennon. “We need to unpack 
the position that we have in 
Jesus Christ because that is 
what is going to fortify us to 
stand firm.”

Lennon gave three founda-
tional truths from the verse 
that encourage Christians to 
stand firm: they are loved by 
God, they are chosen by God, 
and they are called to be God’s 
hands and feet.

“Engage 2019 was a day 
filled with worship, missions 
and fellowship all for His 
glory,” said Moore. “I was 
encouraged to see Arkansas 
Baptist women – and a few 
men – giving praise to God 
and being challenged to live 
lives that please Him. Andrea 
Lennon challenged us to live 1 
Corinthians 15:58.”

The conference featured 
breakout sessions during the 
day.

Lennon led two different 
breakout sessions. “Sitting at 
the Table with Jesus” explored 
the lives of Naomi and Ruth 
and gave practical ways for 
women to keep their love re-
lationship with Jesus vibrant 
throughout the day. “Leader-
ship and Legacy” explored the 
lives of the four friends who 
took a paralytic to see Jesus 
and encouraged women to 

think outside the box as they 
lead and serve.

Kristy Carr, senior hub 
manager on the executive 
leadership team for national 
WMU, led a breakout ses-
sion on the refugee crisis and 
taught women about the refu-
gees in their community, state 
and around the world. Carr 
also encouraged women to get 
involved in missions and min-
istry efforts to reach out to the 
refugees.

“Shea,” a Southeast Asia 
missionary for the Internation-
al Mission Board, spoke on 
what God is doing in South-
east Asia and how women can 
partner in sharing Jesus and 
making disciples among the 
peoples there.

Travis McCormick, consul-
tant for the ABSC missions 
team, spoke on how to make 
disciples who make disciples. 

Jana McKnight and Vickey 
Lloyd, vice president of the 
WMU executive board, led 
a breakout session as Bertha 
Louise Cooper and Berniece 
the Cleaning Lady to remind 
women what the WMU is all 
about. 

“Women who participate 
in Engage will be impacted 
and will impact their churches 
to be more informed and ef-
fective mission prayers, giv-
ers, doers and senders,” said 
Moore.

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.
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CP exceeds budget  
for 5th consecutive year

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– For the fifth consecutive 
fiscal year, contributions to 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) national and 
international missions and 
ministries through the Co-
operative Program met and 
exceeded budgetary expec-
tations.

As of September 30, 
gifts received by the Ex-
ecutive Committee for dis-
tribution through the CP 
Allocation Budget totaled 
$196,731,703.44. This ex-
ceeded the $194 million an-
nual projection to support 
Southern Baptist ministries 
globally and across North 
America by $2,731,703.44 
or 1.41 percent.

“Southern Baptist 
churches continue to do 
more together than we 
could ever do on our own,” 
said SBC Executive Com-
mittee President and CEO 
Ronnie Floyd in a state-
ment.

“Cooperating together 
to reach every person for 
Jesus Christ in every town, 
every city, every state, and 
every nation is exactly what 
the Cooperative Program is 
all about. This is why I want 
to say, ‘Thank you,’ to every 
church giving through the 
Cooperative Program, as 
well as thank each pastor 
and church leader for lead-
ing your church to join us 
in this grand worldwide 
task. Together we have ex-
ceeded our budget goal this 
year by $2,731,703. Reach-
ing the world with the gos-
pel is the only reason this 
network of churches called 
Southern Baptists exists.”

While the budget total 
was exceeded, year-over-year 
gifts remained relatively 
flat with a slight decrease 
of $313,124.70, or 0.16 per-
cent, below last year’s total 
of $197,044,828.14.

Oct. 1 marked the start 
of a new fiscal year for the 
SBC. The convention-ad-
opted budget for 2019-2020 
is $196.5 million.

Sykes: Every believer has a role to play
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

RUSSELLVILLE – Greg Sykes 
has had an eventful year.

In addition to his role as 
senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, and 
completing his final term as 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) president, 
Sykes’ church – by nature of 
its location and convictions – 
has found itself in the middle 
of the battle over bringing a 
casino to Pope County.

Sykes admittedly does not 
enjoy dealing with political 
controversy and would rather 
be focusing all of his efforts 
on ministry. However, when 
the options are standing up 
for truth or not doing so – 
Sykes adamantly chooses the  
former.

Many of us, in hindsight, 
find that our past experiences, 
unknowingly to us at the time, 
prepared us to carry out God’s 
call on our lives. For Sykes, his 
unconventional path to the 
pastorate equipped him with 
handy tools for dealing with 
the current political challenges 
facing his church and commu-
nity.

From his working-class roots 
to his time spent covering the 
Arkansas Razorbacks men’s 
basketball program during a 
1994 NCAA Championship 
season, to his unlikely path 
to vocational ministry and 
the pastorate, Sykes’ story is  
equally interesting and en-
couraging.

Sykes, who grew up in 
Cabot where he was saved 
at age 12, said he really 
began digging deeper into 
his faith while a student 
at the University of Arkansas 
at Fayetteville in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s.

A longtime Razorbacks fan, 
Sykes enrolled in the print 
journalism program at the 
University of Arkansas after 
graduating from high school 
with hopes of covering the 
school’s various athletic teams.

“Sports was just the honey 
hole,” said Sykes. “I was one 
of those sad individuals that, 
especially early as a believer 
– I might could quote three 
(Bible) verses by the time I was 
18. But you want a minutia 
sort of fact from 1946 about 
the Razorbacks, and I could 
probably tell you something. 
That’s just who I was, and it 

was a passion, and it was a lot 
of fun.”

After graduating with a de-
gree in journalism and politi-
cal science, Sykes enrolled in 
a master’s program in journal-
ism at the University of Arkan-
sas, but he began questioning 
whether or not a career in secu-
lar journalism was compatible 
with his Christian convictions.

“I began to reconsider, ‘Can 
I be an authentic believer in 
Jesus who really cares about 
worldview – and that’s going 
to filter everything I do? Can 
I really do that in this indus-
try?’” said Sykes. “If I was going 
to be in the secular industry, I 
didn’t see a future for an overt-
ly Christian journalist.”

After redirecting his career 
away from journalism, Sykes 

began doing advertising and 
public relations work for Stu-
dent Mobilization, a student 
ministry located in Conway. 
Sykes calls this his “soft land-
ing” into ministry. During this 
time he developed a desire to 
continue doing ministry and 
grew his ministry experience 
through working with college 
students. Then he was recom-
mended for, and eventually 
offered, a youth and associate 
pastor position at First Baptist 
Church, Dover.

“The Lord had just brought 
me to a place where that 
seemed like a really natural 
fit,” said Sykes. “I was just 
being obedient. It felt like 
doors had slowly opened over 

a period of 10 years, and, what 
do you know, I wake up and 
I’m on staff of a great church 
in Dover. … That was a very 
encouraging time.”

While living in Conway, 
Sykes met and married his 
wife, Jamie, who was a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, 
Russellville. After marrying, 
Sykes joined his wife as a mem-
ber of First Baptist, where he 
sat under the tutelage of the 
church’s longtime pastor Ste-
phen Davis.

“I kind of just fell in love 
with the way things are done 
here (at First Baptist). But 
then I was hired at Dover (First 
Baptist), but around that time 
Stephen began to implement 
this model of, ‘Let’s make 
sure we value DNA more than 

we value resume,’” said 
Sykes.

While academic cre-
dentials and past job 
performance have their 
place, Sykes said that 
Davis wanted to place the 

utmost emphasis on identify-
ing leaders who were not only 
called to serve at First Baptist, 
but also whose passions, per-
sonality and strongest held 
convictions aligned with those 
of the church and its existing 
staff.

Sykes was hired by the Rus-
sellville church in 2001 to 
minister to children and fami-
lies. At that time he was the  
youngest member of the 
church’s staff. After serving in 
multiple roles on the church’s 
staff, including education pas-
tor and later associate pastor, 
over the next 10 years, Sykes 
was the second oldest staff 
member. 

When Davis transitioned to 

retirement after nearly three 
decades as pastor, Sykes was 
called as the church’s new se-
nior pastor in 2011, not as a 
result of his holding a doctor-
ate from a well-regarded semi-
nary or having pastored a large 
church in a far-off city, but 
due to his heart for ministry 
– the ministry of First Baptist 
– as evidenced by his years of 
service to the church and his 
commitment to the church’s 
unified purpose.

“There’s something in the 
water here that says, ‘There 
is not a class difference be-
tween your pastoral leadership 
and your church members. 
We’re all on the same team. 
We’re all pulling on the same 
rope. The kingdom is so big, 
we all have to be engaged,”  
said Sykes.

“I’m all for formal seminary 
education. My journey was not 
that way. I got a secular degree, 
back-doored ministry (and) did 
online education,” said Sykes. 
“(First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville) didn’t say, ‘Hey, you’re 
not qualified to do ministry. 
You need to go away for three 
years and come back, and we’ll 
talk.’

“I was always pressed to 
look in the New Testament. … 
He (Jesus) didn’t call anyone to 
be a disciple who had a profes-
sional seminary background or 
advanced theological degrees. 
They were salt-of-the-earth, ev-
eryday Joes,” he said.

Sykes’ story vividly illus-
trates that every Christian, 
regardless of background or 
experience, has something to 
offer that God can use to fur-
ther His kingdom.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Greg Sykes, senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Russellville, and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, took an 
unlikely path from journalism school to vocational ministry. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Listen to a longform conversation with Greg Sykes, 
senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Russellville, 
on the most recent edition of the ABN Podcast. 
Sykes discusses his ministry, the Razorbacks, the 
state of the Christianity, the current battle over 
bringing a casino to Pope County and more.

Listen at arkansasbaptist.org/podcast
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up the family and reinforce 
values our country once es-
poused.

While main-
stream national 
TV news long 
ago fell to pro-
gressive liber-

als and leftists, when I was 
younger their influence was 
much more subtle and subver-
sive than it is today.

If you were living in the 

I ’ve spoken to a lot of Bap-
tists recently who have 

ditched cable because they 
can no longer 
stomach – nor 
desire to sup-
port – the filth 
spewing daily 
from their TV sets.

Like me, they are opting for 
online sources or over-the-air 
channels from a bygone era 
that actually attempted to lift 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

1960s and 1970s, TV news 
anchor Walter Cronkite, 
“Uncle Walter,” was the over-
whelming choice of Ameri-
cans who looked to get what 
they thought was a contextual-
ization of the day’s events.

Cronkite famously ended 
each of his broadcasts with 
“That’s the way it is,” which 
was reassuring to many Amer-
icans during a tumultuous 
time in our country.

Fast forward to today, net-
work TV news now competes 
amid a 24-hour news cycle, 
sensationalizing everything 
from wildfires in California to 
road-rage incidents in Russia.

But it is these organiza-
tions’ collective attempt to sell 
the American public about 
politics that is most disturb-
ing. Among other things, they 
give a platform to the worst 

actors in our society.
It is a fact that most of mid-

dle America is socially and 
politically conservative and 
doesn’t hold the view that 
America is a horrible place 
that many on the East and 
West Coasts embrace.

Sure, our country has 
massive problems ultimately 
stemming from our sinful 
nature, but I still think most 
Americans feel that, through 
hard work, coming together 
and not hating one another, 
we can build a better future 
for all.

For followers of Jesus 
Christ like Arkansas Baptists, 
we know that our only hope 
is through the knowledge and 
saving grace of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

We hold high our religious 
freedom, so that we can 

The sad state of mainstream media
maintain the opportunity to 
witness to others about the 
reconciliation offered through 
Christ.

The state of the mainstream 
media in our time is why it 
is important that Arkansas 
Baptists continue to support 
their state Baptist newspaper, 
where grassroots Baptists 
still have a voice in matters 
concerning them and are in-
formed about contemporary 
messages and issues contrary 
to their faith.

While some state conven-
tions no longer see a need to 
provide such a news outlet, 
it is my prayer that Arkansas 
Baptists will continue to sup-
port their newspaper through 
ongoing financial and prayer-
ful support.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

I’m writing you this note to 
say thank you for the excellent 
work you and your staff do on 
putting together and providing 
for the news needs of Arkansas 
Baptists. Your detail to qual-
ity and your excellent report-
ing on issues that are relevant 
and vital to our sister churches 
across this great state are such a 
blessing. I’ve been reading the 
Arkansas Baptist (News) almost 
all of my life, even the 18 years 
I spent in Texas. I would go to 
the seminary library every two 
weeks to get a look at what was 
happening back home.  

I remember Charlie (War-
ren) and all those folks who 
made the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) personal and remem-
bered you at state or national 
conventions. You have certain-
ly carried on that heritage, and 
I look forward to getting my 
digital and paper copy every 
two weeks. I want to know 
what is going on and how to 
pray and celebrate, mourn or 
help my brothers and sisters 
across this great state of ours. 
The ABN helps me stay con-
nected and have a small part 
in unity and kingdom partner-
ship across the state.

I’m excited about the new 

features and different ways of 
having the news available as 
my need arises. I’m looking 
into the church newsletter op-
tion for the back page of the 
paper.  It’s a great and valuable 
tool that you are making avail-
able to any size church at a very 
affordable rate.  

I like that the paper has so 
much variety, and you try to be 
fair and even across the board 
on opinions and thoughts. 
You tackle the hard issues 
with fairness, and you give 
equal time to other needs and 
stories that bless our people. I 
don’t have a lot of time to sit 
down and read other materials 
outside of my studies for ser-
mons and lessons, but I take 
the time to read the ABN.

I know newspapers and 
that sort are on the way out 
in many areas, but I, for one, 
want to say, “Thank you,” and 
thanks to Arkansas Baptists for 
keeping such a valuable tool 
alive and well. God bless you, 
Tim, and all the ABN staff. I 
just thought you needed to 
know you are a blessing.

In His blessed steps (1 Peter 
2:21),

Alan Brown
Berryville

Letter to the Editor
A note to the editor
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M ost Christians claim that the Bible alone is the Word 
of God. That means, in the strongest sense of the 

idea: The Bible – and the Bible alone – is given to us by 
God. Since it is God’s Word, it has authority. 

But many major world religions claim to have sacred 
and divine texts. How do we know that the Bible alone is 

the Word of God? Make no 
mistake: It is a major claim to 
say, “The Bible is the only di-
vine text that humanity pos-
sesses.” So how can we make 
such a claim? 

Since the Holy Spirit resides in each believer, Protestant 
Evangelicals claim the people of God (Christians) are able 
to discern and recognize that 
which comes from God. In other 
words, the Bible is Spirit-attested 
and self-attesting. The Westmin-
ster Confession says, “Our full 
persuasion and assurance of the 
infallible truth and divine author-
ity [of the Scriptures] is from the 
inward work of the Holy Spirit 
bearing witness by and with the 
Word in our hearts.” This cap-
tures the sense of the self-attesta-
tion. As one reads it, one can tell 
that there is something about it; 
the Spirit enlivens the soul as one 
reads and follows its words. As 
one of my college professors put 
it: “The Bible is the only book 
that reads you while you read it.”

But this self-attesting feature 
also means that we know Scrip-
ture is Scripture because Scrip-
ture tells us it is. For example, 
when referring to “sacred Scrip-
ture” – or the Old Testament 
– in 2 Timothy 3:16 (ESV), Paul 
wrote, “All Scripture is breathed 
out by God, and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness…” Clearly, we would take Paul’s words to 
apply to the New Testament as well because Peter claimed 
that Paul’s writings are Scripture in 2 Peter 3:15-16. And the 
four Gospels record the very words of Jesus (the God-man).      

Many opponents of the Bible, however, will argue that 
the Bible cannot attest to its own inspiration; such an at-
testation, they claim, is circular. In other words, many crit-
ics claim it is a mistake in reasoning to state, “The Bible is 
God’s Word because the Bible says it is God’s Word.”   

The important question here is: At what point do we hit 
the circular bottom? 

For example, we trust reason because we say it is reason-
able to do so. Is that circular? If Scripture has the author-
ity Christians claim, what “evidence” would one trust to 
authenticate or verify that it is authoritative? Would that 
“evidence” then become (in some way) superior to or equal 
to Scripture? 

If a text claims to be the Word of God, then its claim 
should be based on the impact of its work. Does it seem to 
be doing what one would expect the Word of God to do? 
Does the information contained in the document seem to 
be truthful and in accordance with what one would expect 
from the Word of God? Has the document been proven not 
to be the Word of God?

In my opinion, it is rational to believe something is the 
Word of God if it claims to be, seems like it is, and hasn’t 
been disproven to be.

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church, North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

Is the Bible reliable? – Part 2b

your candidates and prospects 
in such a way that even those 
who are not called to your 
church have great feelings of 
respect toward your congrega-
tion.

Serve with 
trust. This 
is one of 
the greatest 
actions of 
trust that a 

congregation can bestow on 
a member. They trust you to 
represent their will and wish-
es. They trust you to involve 
them in the pastor search 
process through church ques-
tionnaires, church dialogue 
sessions and regular updates. 
They trust you not to attempt 
to change the church DNA 
or radically alter the church’s 
direction without the author-
ity and input of the congrega-
tion. They trust you to oper-
ate without a hidden or veiled 

The great honor of serving on 
a pastor search committee

Meaningful connections at the AM

O ne of the greatest 
honors that can be be-

stowed on a church member 
is to serve on a pastor or staff 
search committee. Churches 
typically choose membership 
on these teams 
from among 
their most 
seasoned and 
trusted church 
members. Here 
are several thoughts for these 
esteemed individuals who are 
privileged to serve on these 
search teams.

Serve with honor. Your 
church has granted you this 
great honor, and so your ser-
vice must be conducted in an 
honorable matter. How you 
question potential candidates, 
how you treat their families 
and how you guard confiden-
tiality with respect to their 
current places of service are 
incredibly important. Treat 

B eginning on Monday, 
Oct. 21, perhaps the 

biggest Arkansas “family re-
union” will convene at Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. Everything kicks 
off with the Pastors’ Confer-
ence, followed by the two days 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting.

No one gets any financial 
incentives 
based on over-
all attendance, 
so I sure hope 
you’ll consider 
my plea for 
your attendance to be sincere. 
I really just want everyone 
involved in Southern Bap-
tist life in the state to come, 
connect or even reconnect 
(depending on your circum-
stance) and celebrate all that 
God has done and is doing 
through our partnerships for 
the gospel.

Pastor Dave Hughey has 
spearheaded the planning for 
the Pastors’ Conference, and 
I know you’ll be blessed by 
the workshops and preaching. 
Messages of encouragement 

by David Allen, Mike Sprad-
lin, H.B. Charles and Steve 
Gaines are certain to be high-
lights. And, if you’re like me, 
sometimes we all just need to 
be reminded that God is big; 
He is on the move and the 
kingdom is worth it.

Then we’ll transition to 
the annual meeting, and I’m 
grateful to be able to share 

that Arkansas’ 
own, and our 
new South-
ern Baptist 
Convention 
(SBC) Execu-

tive Committee President, 
Ronnie Floyd, will be joining 
us to deliver a charge and an 
update regarding the state 
of the SBC. Jamar Andrews, 
lead pastor of Word Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, and state 
convention Executive Direc-
tor J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, will 
also be preaching the Word.  

Of course, there’s much, 
much more than that avail-
able to you at this family 
reunion. You’ll hear some 
inspiring reports of what God 
is doing throughout our state 

agenda.
Serve with prayer. God 

must orchestrate the timing 
and process of calling a new 
pastor and staff member. 
Spiritual discernment is 
needed on timing issues, the 
candidate’s family needs and 
the congregation’s readiness 
to embrace a new pastor. 

Serve with assistance. 
There are lots of helps and 
resources available for search 
committees. Two excellent 
resources are “Seeking God 
to Seek a Pastor” by Greg 
Frizzell, and “The Search Is 
On” by Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention staff. Your state 
convention’s search manual 
contains a strongly proven 
process for your committee. 

Thank you for serving your 
church and the kingdom!

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

President’s 
Perspective
Greg Sykes

on Tuesday night during a 
celebration anchored by the 
Arkansas Master’Singers. You 
can catch up with old friends 
at the seminary luncheons, 
and there are other round-
tables available for student 
pastors, women’s ministry 
leaders and preschool and 
children’s directors.

All in all, it is wall-to-wall 
inspiration and encourage-
ment, and it’s a free update 
on the power of the Coopera-
tive Program and the advance 
of the gospel. I sincerely hope 
to see you there. And if we’ve 
never had a chance to meet, 
please come introduce your-
self. It’s my last formal time 
to serve in this capacity as 
president of the convention, 
and I’d love to do more than 
just conduct a few business 
sessions; I’d love to make 
meaningful connections with 
the servants of the Lord in 
Arkansas who are making a 
difference for the next genera-
tion. Come see me!

Greg Sykes is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, and 
president of the ABSC.

Letters to the Editor welcomed
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) welcomes Letters to the Editor regarding issues of concern to  

Southern Baptists in Arkansas. Send Letters to the Editor to tim@arkansasbaptist.org or to our mailing address. Letters must be typed,  
doublespaced and 300 words or less (fewer words, the better). Letters must be signed and marked “for publication” and may be edited to fit space requirements. 
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WALNUT RIDGE – 
Christian comedian and  
musician Tim Lovelace en-
tertained a full house at the 
annual Golden Age Con-
ference Sept. 26 at Wil-
liams Baptist University 
(WBU). The event, spon-
sored by Baptist associations 
across northeast Arkansas,  

attracted a crowd estimated at 
500.

Lovelace moved from gui-
tar to piano and back again as 
he performed comedic songs,  
weaving inspirational stories 
and devotional thoughts into 
his presentation. Lovelace is 
a Grammy- and Dove-nomi-
nated artist and host of the 

Lovelace entertains during Golden Age Conference

2019 associational 
annual meetings schedule
Association Date Place/Time

Second Baptist, Russellville, 4:30 p.m.Arkansas River Valley
Arkansas Valley
Ashley

Harmony
Greene County

Central

Faulkner
Diamond Lakes
Delta
Current-Gaines
Conway-Perry
Concord
Clear Creek

Centennial
Caroline
Carey
Calvary
Caddo River
Buckville
Buckner
Black River
Big Creek
Bartholomew

North Hills Baptist, Sherwood, 6 p.m.
First Baptist, Fairfield Bay, 3 p.m.

Calvary Baptist, Mena, 9 a.m.

Southern Heights Baptist, Berryville, TBA
First Baptist, Lake City, 5 p.m.

Twelve Corners Baptist, Garfield, 6:30 p.m.

Oak Grove Baptist, Ashdown, 5 p.m.

First Baptist, White Hall, TBA

North Tenth Street Baptist, 

Oct. 8

Beech Grove Baptist, Paragould

First Baptist, Heber Springs, TBA

Calvary Baptist, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.

TBA

Elmdale Baptist, Springdale, 5 p.m.

First Baptist, Oxford, 6:30 p.m. 

Hopewell Baptist, Mountain Home, 4 p.m.

First Baptist, Arkadelphia, 4 p.m.

Union Avenue Baptist, Wynne, TBA

Stony Point, Houston, 6 p.m.

Immanuel Baptist, El Dorado, 4 p.m.

First Baptist, Little Rock, 6 p.m.

West Baptist, Batesville, 3:30 p.m.

Antioch Baptist, Royal
Second Baptist, Conway, 6 p.m.

Dermott Baptist, Dermott, 6 p.m.
New Hope, Pollard, 6 p.m.

Central Baptist, Hot Springs, TBA

First Baptist, Greenwood, 5 p.m.
Woodland Baptist, Clarksville, 3 p.m.

First Baptist, DeWitt, 6:30 p.m.
Lonoke Baptist, Lonoke, 6 p.m.
First Baptist, Sparkman, 5 p.m.
Calvary Baptist, Searcy, 3 p.m.
Refuge, Story, 3 p.m.
Mt. Tabor Baptist, Jessieville, TBA
Long Ridge Baptist, Booneville, 7 p.m.
First Baptist, Walnut Ridge, 10 a.m.
Spring River Baptist, Hardy, TBA
First Baptist, Warren, 6:30 p.m.
Southside Baptist, Hamburg, 4 p.m.
First Baptist, Helena, 3 p.m.

Oct. 13
Oct. 10
Oct. 12

Oct. 21

Oct. 11
Oct. 14
Oct. 8

Oct. 8
Oct. 14

Oct. 10
Oct. 8
Oct. 13
Oct. 15
Oct. 15
Aug. 25
Oct. 15
Oct. 17
Oct. 14
Oct. 8
Oct. 14
Oct. 15
Oct. 13

White River
Wash. Madison
Trinity
Tri-County
Southwest Arkansas

Rocky Bayou
  (Two nights)

Red River
Pulaski
Ouachita
Northwest
North Pulaski
North Central
North Arkansas
Mt. Zion

Mississippi
Little River
Little Red River
Liberty
Independence

Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 28
Oct. 28
TBA

Oct. 17
Oct. 13
Nov. 19
Jan. 18
Oct. 14
Sept. 23
Oct. 14
Oct. 15
Oct. 14

Oct. 15
Oct. 8
Oct. 14
Nov. 4
Oct. 13

Editor’s Note: This list of associational meetings was provided by 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention and by contacting individu-
al associations. If you would like to request a representative of the 
Arkansas Baptist News to speak or to provide an exhibit at your 
annual meeting, please call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or email  
abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

Blytheville, 5:30 p.m.

First Baptist, Evening Shade, 6:30 p.m.Oct. 18

TV series, “The Music City  
Show.”

The event is sponsored each 
year by the Big Creek, Black 
River, Current-Gaines, Greene 
County, Mt. Zion, Missis-
sippi County, Rocky Bayou, 
Tri-County and Trinity asso-
ciations.  Also sponsoring the 

conference were the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Minis-
tries and the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

The Golden Age Con-
ference is held in WBU’s 
Manley Chapel, with lunch 

in the Southerland-Mabee  
Center.

Next year’s event is slated 
for Sept. 24, and the featured 
speaker will be Johnny Hunt, 
senior vice president of evan-
gelism and leadership at the 
North American Mission 
Board.

400 backpacks a year, but 
this year was altogether differ-
ent,” he said. “God supplied 
the platform and absolutely 
showed out in the River Val-
ley.”

Next year, Denton hopes to 
host the event again “with a lit-
tle more than 17 days to plan.”

“I think so many times in 
our community that our busi-
nesses are not working with 
our churches and our people,” 
said Jernigan. “Everything is 
so individualized. We had al-
most every big church in town 
help, almost every business, 

the mayor, our police forces, al-
most all these elected officials. 
There is just one kingdom. 
... I think the event is exactly 
what God wanted that day – 
that there was a showing of all 
these different types of organi-
zations that can work together 
for Him.”

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
KICKSTART
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, contact the ABN at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5161, or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

See the ABN crossword, page 9

ABCHomes’ Prather awarded 
for communcations work
LITTLE ROCK – Stella 
Prather, director of commu-
nications for Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries, was honored 
recently at the annual ARcom 

Awards ceremony held at the 
Mosaic Templars Cultural 
Center in Little Rock.

The awards competition 
and ceremony were organized 
jointly by the Arkansas chap-
ter of the Public Relations So-
ciety of America (PRSA) and 
the Arkansas chapter of the 
International Association of  
Business Communicators 
(IABC).

Prather was recognized 
in a multimedia category 
for “Help Us Set the Table  
2018 Thanksgiving Offering 
Video” and in two public re-
lations categories for its 2018 
Thanksgiving Offering cam-
paign and Christmas Appeal 
campaign.

Market your ministry or business with 
a display ad in the Arkansas Baptist News!

The ABN’s statewide advertising represenative, “Ggee,” is available to 
assist you in getting the most out of your advertising dollar! Contact 
her today to discuss now you can reach thousands of faith-based 
readers across Arkansas.

Contact her at ggee@arkansasbaptist.org or call (870) 571-3773.



October 10, 20198 

2019 Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation
(PS Form 3526)
1. Publication Title: Arkansas Baptist News
2. Publication number: 8021
3. Filing Date: 09-27-19
4. Issue Frequency: Bi-weekly
5. Number of Issues Published Annually: 25
6. Annual Subscription Price: $17.00 individual
7. Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: Arkansas Baptist News, 
10 Remington Dr., Little Rock, AR   72204-8202. Contact Person: Barbara 
Vick. Telephone: 502-376-4791 X 5156.
8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Of-
fice of Publisher: Arkansas Baptist News, 10 Remington Dr., Little Rock, 
AR 72204-8202
9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and 
Managing Editor: Publisher: Arkansas Baptist News, 10 Remington Dr., 
Little Rock, AR  72204-8202
Editor: Timothy L. Yarbrough, ABN, 10 Remington Dr., Little Rock, AR  
72204-8202
Managing Editor: Timothy L. Yarbrough, ABN, 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR   72204-8202
10. Owner: Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, Inc., 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR  72204-8202
11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning 
or Holding 1 Percent or More of Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages, or 
Other Securities: None
12. Tax Status: The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organiza-
tion and the exempt status for federal income tax purposes has not changed 
during preceding 12 months.
13. Publication Title: Arkansas Baptist News
14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: Sept. 26, 2019
15. Extent and Nature of Circulation: Religious Publication
a. Total Number of Copies (Net press run): Average No. Copies Each Issue 
During Preceding 12 months: 14,809. No. Copies of Single Issue Published 
Nearest to Filing Date: 13,263.
b. Paid Circulation (by mail and outside the mail): 
(1) Mailed Outside-County Paid Subscriptions Stated on PS form 3541 
(include paid distribution above nominal rate, advertiser’s proof copies, 
and exchange copies):
Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 12,183. No. 
Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date: 10,896.
(2) Mailed In-County Paid Subscriptions Stated on PS Form 3541 (in-
clude paid distribution above nominal rate, advertiser’s proof copies, and 
exchange copies): Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 
months: 1,713. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing 
Date: 1,574.
(3) Paid Distribution Outside the Mails Including Sales Through Dealers 
and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter Sales, and Other Paid Distribution 
Outside USPS®: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 
months: None. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing 
Date: None.
(4) Paid Distribution by Other Classes of Mail Through the USPS® (e.g., 
First-Class Mail): Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 
months: None. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing 
Date: None.

c. Total Paid Distribution: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preced-
ing 12 months: 13,896. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to 
Filing Date: 12,470.
d. Free or Nominal Rate Distribution (By Mail and Outside the Mail):
(1) Free or Nominal Rate Outside-County Copies included on PS Form 
3541: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 425. 
No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date: 405.
(2) Free or Nominal Rate In-County Copies Included on PS Form 3541: 
Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 258. No. 
Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date: 257. 
(3) Free or Nominal Rate Copies Mailed at Other Classes Through the 
USPS® (e.g., First-Class Mail): Average No. Copies Each Issue During 
Preceding 12 months: None. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest 
to Filing Date: None.
(4) Free or Nominal Rate Distribution Outside the Mail (Carriers or other 
means): Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 47. 
No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date: 35.
e. Total Free or Nominal Rate Distribution: Average No. Copies Each Issue 
During Preceding 12 months: 730. No. Copies of Single Issue Published 
Nearest to Filing Date: 697.
f. Total Distribution: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 
12 months: 14,626. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Fil-
ing Date: 13,167.
g. Copies Not Distributed: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Pre-
ceding 12 months: 184. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to 
Filing Date: 96.
h. Total: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 
14,810. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date: 13,263.
i. Percent Paid: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 
months: 95%. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing 
Date: 95%.
16. Electronic Copy Circulation
a. Paid Electronic Copies: Average No. Copies Each Issue During Pre-
ceding 12 months: 374. No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to 
Filing Date: 371.
b. Total Paid Print Copies + Paid Electronic Copies: Average No. Copies 
Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 14,270. No. Copies of Single Issue 
Published Nearest to Filing Date: 12,841.
c. Total Print Distribution + Paid Electronic Copies: Average No. Copies 
Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 15,000. No. Copies of Single Issue 
Published Nearest to Filing Date: 13,538.
d. Percent Paid (Both Print & Electronic Copies): Average No. Copies 
Each Issue During Preceding 12 months: 95%. No. Copies of Single Issue 
Published Nearest to Filing Date: 95%.
I Certify that 50% of all my distributed copies (electronic and print) are 
paid above a nominal price.
17. Publication of Statement of Ownership is required. Will be printed 
in a general publication in the October 10, 2019 issue of this publication.
18. I certify that all information furnished on this form is true and com-
plete. I understand that anyone who furnishes false or misleading informa-
tion on this form or who omits material or information requested on 
the form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and im-
prisonment) and/or civil sanctions (including civil penalties). Timothy L. 
Yarbrough, Editor/Executive Director, Sept. 27, 2019.

2019 Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation 
(PS Form 3526)

Pastor-staff appreciation: ‘Thank you’ goes a long way
By Mark M. Dewbre

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
Thank you! There is nothing 
like a heartfelt “thank you.” 
It warms the heart, and it lets 
individuals know that they’re 
doing a good job and are ap-
preciated for the work being 
done. However, it’s not un-
common for us to overlook the 
“thank you” simply because 
we don’t think about it or we 
begin to take for granted the 
person doing the work. This 
is why I’m so grateful to the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention for taking the time 
and effort to highlight during 
October how important it is 
to thank those who have taken 
on the responsibility of leading 
our churches across Arkansas.  

Perhaps you’ve never 
thought about it, but the truth 
is ministry can be lonely and 

thankless at times. It’s under-
stood that to do ministry we 
are encouraged to give our-
selves away, and for most of us 
the work itself is the reward. 
We know that it’s not about 
getting recognition for work 
we are called to do. We also 
know that most of what we do 
will never be seen by anyone, 
and we are content in knowing 
that God knows. 

That being said, I would 
like to remind all of us that 
the men and women who have 
answered God’s call to minis-
try deserve a heartfelt “thank 
you.”

Thank them for giving up 
precious family time to spend 
time with members of their 
local congregations – for the 
time and effort spent strategiz-
ing on how to grow the church 
and win the lost, visiting peo-
ple in the hospital, preparing 

to teach and preach, working 
with deacons and other lead-
ers in the church, recruit-
ing volunteers, dealing with 
church finances, counseling 
those in need, working with 

our children and youth, cast-
ing vision, and then leading in 
getting it done.

For all of these things and 
more please remember to 
say, “Thank you,” to those 

who have answered God’s 
call to serve local Arkansas  
churches. 

Mark M. Dewbre is adminis-
trative pastor at Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock.
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Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Across
1. “ye that ___ God, give audience” 
(Acts 13:16)
5. What God took from Adam
8. “God saw ___ it was good” 
(Genesis 1:25)
12. This (Sp.)
13. Before (poet.)
14. “lest he ___ thee to the judge” 
(Luke 12:58)
15. “the Lord hath ___ of him” 
(Luke 19:31)
16. Oolong is one
17. Mature
18. Naval agency (abbr.)
20. Place of rejuvenation
22. “A soft ___ turneth away wrath” 
(Proverbs 15:1)
25. “And the desolate land shall be 
___” (Ezekiel 36:34)
29. “He went to ___ and begged the 
body of Jesus” (Matthew 27:58)
30. “Samuel came; and Saul went 
out…that he might ___ him” 
(1 Samuel 13:10)
31. Title of respect in Turkey
32. Guevara

33. “To ___ his son in me” 
(Galatians 1:16)
37. “And he ___ up the pillars be-
fore the temple” (2 Chronicles 3:17)
40. Clef
41. “Be not among…riotous ___ of 
flesh” (Proverbs 23:20)
42. To arrange, with “up” 
43. Union is one (abbr.)
44. “Bel boweth down, __ stoopeth, 
their idols were upon the beasts” 
(Isaiah 46:1)
47. Roman toddler’s age
49. “it is a ___ thing that the king 
requireth” (Daniel 2:11)
53. Norse mythological figure
54. Belonging to Peleg’s son, who 
revolted against Moses (Num. 16:1)
55. Word in title of Christmas carol
56. Civil War soldiers familiarly
57. “Elias is come already, and they 
knew him ___” (Matthew 17:12)
58. Iron-containing pigment of he-
moglobin

Down
1. Swamp

2. Direction
3. Enjoyed a repast
4. Bohemian dance
5. “___ ye from him, that he may 
be smitten and die” 
(2 Samuel 11:15)
6. Wrath
7. “That which was torn of ___ I 
brought not” (Genesis 31:39)
8. To enslave
9. “And he went…where his tent 
had been at the beginning, be-
tween Bethel and ___” 
(Genesis 13:3)
10. Swiss mountain
11. Summer shirt
19. Hair ___
21. Swedish feminine name
22. “And the land shall mourn, 
every family ___” (Zechariah 12:12)
23. “Simeon that was called ___” 
(Acts 13:1)
24. ___ driver
26. “not greedy of filthy ___” 
(1 Timothy 3:3)
27. City of Judah allotted to the 
tribe of Simeon (Joshua 15)

28. “I will recompense them ac-
cording to their ___” 
(Jeremiah 25:14)
34. Belonging to a city near Jerusa-
lem (var.)
35. ___ Baba
36. “My name is ___: for we are 
many” (Mark 5:9)
37. “___ the devil and he will flee” 
(James 4:7)
38. “thou shalt not ___ of it” 
(Genesis 2:17)
39. Mother of Onam 
(1 Chronicles 2)
44. Conjunction
45. Netherlands city
46. Lettuce variety
48. Daughter of Cadmus
50. Stand in ___, and sin not” 
(Psalm 4:4)
51. Drive into
52. “when thine ___ is single, thy 
whole body is full of light” 
(Luke 11:34)

Crossword by Barbour Publishing, Inc.

Crossword puzzle

Crossword answer, page 7
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Editor’s Note: The Arkansas 
Baptist News would love to share 
your church news with the state. 
Send your information to sarah@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 1-800-
838-2272, ext. 5153. Please sub-
mit information three weeks prior 
to the event.

John William Fox, of Roa-
noke, Va., died Sept. 18.

A native of Fort Smith, Fox 
served as a pastor in Arkansas, 
Indiana and Virginia. He also 
served as the director of mis-
sions of Henry County Baptist 
Association in Virginia and a 
regional mission resource con-
sultant for the Virginia Baptist 
Mission Board. 

Fox was preceded in death 
by his parents and his sister.

He is survived by his wife, 
two daughters, four grandchil-
dren, a sister and brother.

A funeral was held Sept. 23 
at Bonsack Baptist Church, 
Roanoke, Va.

LuVerne Isbell, 89, of Hum-
noke, died Sept. 23. 

Isbell was a member of Stutt-
gart Harvest Church where she 
served as a member of the music 
team and played the bass guitar. 

Obituaries

Church life

On the move

In 1970, Isbell won a na-
tional song writing contest for 
her song, “Gentle Thoughts on 
Jesus.” Isbell wrote more than 
100 songs, and many of them 
were published and performed 
by national artists like The Ca-
thedrals and The Florida Boys.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, 12 siblings, her 
husband and her son. 

Isbell is survived by a 
brother, two children, nine 
grandchildren, 19 great-grand-
children and three great-great-
grandchildren.

A funeral was held Sept. 
28 at Stuttgart Harvest 
Church followed by burial at 
Hamilton Cemetery in the  

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, will host  
The Batchelor Family in con-
cert at 11 a.m., Sunday, Oct. 
20.

First Baptist Church, El Do-
rado, will host a Trunk or Treat 
4:30-6:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 
24.

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, will host a Fall 
Family Festival from 4-6 p.m., 
Sunday, Oct. 27.

First Baptist Church, Har-

rison, will host a Fall Festival 
Pumpkin Patch Party from  
4-7 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 27.

First Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, will host a Fall  
Festival from 5:30-6:30 p.m.,  
Wednesday, Oct. 30.

Barcelona Road Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs Vil-
lage, will host a Fall Festival 
from 5-6:30 p.m., Thursday,  
Oct. 31. 

Cedar Heights Bap-
tist Church, North Lit-
tle Rock, will host a 
Harvest Festival  from  
6-8 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 

Michael Conyers is serv-
ing as pastor of Natural Steps  
Baptist Church, Roland.

Tyler Emery is serving as 
pastor at Witt’s Chapel Baptist 
Church, Maynard.

Robby Shearon is serving 
as pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Harrisburg. 

31. There will be games,  
bounce houses, door priz-
es, trick or treating and  
hayrides. 

Mountain Home Baptist Church, Mountain 
Home, AR, is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to MHBC Search Committee, 
1960 Glenbriar Drive, Mountain Home, AR 
72653 or e-mail to: mhbcpsc@gmail.c.om.

FBC of DeValls Bluff is in search of a full-
time pastor. Please send resumes to Bruce 
Wolfe, PO Box 358, DeValls Bluff, AR.

First Baptist Church Clarendon, AR, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Send resumes to FBC 
Search Committee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 
72029 or email to: info@fbcclarendon.com.  

Plum Bayou Baptist Church, Wright, AR, 

gmail.com.
Rector First Baptist Church seeks full-time 

senior pastor. Send resume to rectorfirst@
gmail.com or PO Box 197, Rector, AR 72461.

Maple Grove Baptist in Trumann is needing a 
full-time minister to youth. Send resumes 
or questions to jimduffel@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Danville is now seek-
ing a ministry assistant/secretary. Ap-
plicants should have good interpersonal skills, 
general knowledge of all office equipment and 
supplies, ability to maintain confidential com-

munications and be able to deal with various 
types of personalities, both on the phone and 
in person. Experience with Microsoft Office, 
including Word, Excel, basic accounting/book-
keeping procedures and good organizational 
skills are preferred. Hours 8 am - 4 pm Monday 
– Friday. Interested applicants should submit 
their resume to FBC, PO Box 877, Danville or 
email fbcdan@arkwest.com.

Viola FBC seeks a full-time or part-time 
student pastor. For info, contact “Youth Pas-
tor Search Committee” by text: 870-321-3676, 
email: sjperryman@outlook.com, or mail: PO 
Box 295, Viola, AR 72583.

East Baptist Church, Wynne, AR, seeks bi-

vocational music minister to lead and 
direct overall church music ministry and lead 
blended style of music in worship. Must adhere 
to So. Baptist doctrine. Some technical skills 
required.  Resumes to jfryer444@yahoo.com, or 
PO Box 538, Wynne, AR 72396.

seeks a Bible-believing bi-vocational pas-
tor. Please submit resumes to pattireed23@
hotmail.com or mail to PBBC-Pastor Search, 
7811 Hwy 256, England, AR 72046.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, 
in search of a full-time pastor. Send re-
sumes to Pastor Search Committee, 1942 N. 
Wyatt Drive, El Dorado, AR, 71730 or e-mail to  
myebcchurch@yahoo.com. Resumes will be ac-
cepted until November 1.

Lexa Baptist Church is searching for a  
full-time pastor. Please send your resume to 
PO Box 189, Lexa, AR 72355.

FBC, Camden, is seeking full-time senior 
pastor. Send resume to FBCCamdenPSC@

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Submit your classified at
arkansasbaptist.org/ads

C l a s s i f i e d s

Hamilton Community. 
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The Ephesian believers were reminded 
of their calling and encouraged to walk in 
a way that reflects that calling. Paul used 
the word “walk” to describe the activities 
of one’s life. Our lives should give evi-
dence of who we are in Christ.  

The Christian life is not meant to 
be lived in isolation but in community. 
Theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer began 
his “Life Together” with Psalm 133:1, 
“How good and pleasant it is when 
brothers can live 
together” in unity. 
Unity was key to 
Bonhoeffer’s un-
derstanding of the 
Church. Unity 
of the Church is 
an important as-
pect of Paul’s theology as well. There are 
qualities we should have in our conduct 
because they promote unity. Our conduct 
should have the qualities of humility, 
gentleness, patience, acceptance and love 
(Eph. 4:2-3). With these virtues exhib-
ited, we are “diligently keeping the unity 
of the Spirit with the peace that binds us” 
(Eph. 4:3).

Paul pointed out seven “one” state-
ments to emphasize the unity of the 
church. There is only “one body, one 

Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism and one God and Father” 
(Eph. 4:4-6). These are spiritual realities 
that unite all believers, but it doesn’t 
mean there is no diversity in the Church. 
Each believer has received a spiritual gift 
by the grace of God (Eph. 4:7). Warren 
Wiersbe defines a spiritual gift as “a 
God-given ability to serve God and other 
Christians in such a way that Christ is 
glorified and believers are edified.” Di-

versity of gifts 
functions to help 
preserve the unity 
of the Body.

Too often we 
allow our per-
sonal biases and 
opinions to cause 

disunity. In the 17th century, an arch-
bishop by the name of Marco Antonio 
de Dominis wrote, “In necessary things, 
unity; in uncertain things, liberty; and in 
everything, charity.” Some things must 
be defended at all costs.  Some things are 
open to interpretation, and we should 
give liberty to differences of opinion. 
All of our actions should be motivated 
by our love for Christ and others. It is 
easier to walk together when each person 
is looking out for the other.

the clear guidance we seek. He writes, 
“God’s primary will for your life is not 
the circumstances you inhabit; it’s the 
person you become.” If you research the 
“God’s will” phrases in the New Testa-
ment, you will find they speak more to 
character than to circumstances. It is 
God’s will that we be “holy and blame-
less in His sight” (Eph. 1:4). God wills 
that we develop Christ-like character.  

Our holy 
character de-
velopment be-
gins with not 
conforming to 
this age (Rom. 
12:2).  Humans 
are natural 
conformist s . 
We are good at 

adapting, fitting in and fading into the 
background. God wants us to be “trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind” 
(Rom. 12:2). When we study and apply 
God’s Word to our lives, we are more 
spiritually minded.    

 Our will controls our minds, and our 
minds control our bodies. This is why we 
need to surrender our will to God’s will. 
When we do, we can discern the “good, 
pleasing, and perfect will of God.”

Moving forward in the mission God 
has given the Church requires effective 
leadership. There’s an old proverb that 
says, “He who thinketh he leadeth and 
hath no one following him is only taking 
a walk.” Good leaders have a good under-
standing of God’s calling on their lives 
and are led by the Holy Spirit to equip 
the Church to carry out the gospel mis-
sion. This was Paul’s focus in Ephesians 
4:11-16.  

First, he described 
the apostle. An apos-
tle is one who is sent 
out to carry a message 
or complete a task. 
Next, he described 
the prophet. Prophets in the New Tes-
tament were like those in the Old Tes-
tament in that they spoke forth God’s 
Word to inspire, correct and motivate. 
Apostles and prophets were no longer 
necessary after the completion of the 
canon of Scripture.

The third leadership role was that of 
the evangelist. The most famous evan-
gelist of our day was Billy Graham. 
When Graham first started his evange-
listic work, there was an emphasis among 
evangelists on the Second Coming of 

Christ. Graham said, “I would like to 
do something great for Christ before He 
returns.” He had no idea at that time 
how God was going to use him. Timothy 
George, dean of Beeson Divinity School, 
said, “Graham transcended his limita-
tions to become an instrument of divine 
grace for a world starving for some good 
news.” Evangelists take the good news of 
the gospel to the world.  

Pastors were the fourth leadership role 
on Paul’s list. The 
word literally means 
“shepherd.” This 
title is taken directly 
from Christ’s role as 
the Good Shepherd. 

The pastor is to preach, teach, lead, care 
for and protect Christ-followers under 
his care. This role is connected to the last 
role – Teachers are to teach the gospel 
and related doctrinal truths necessary for 
spiritual growth.   

Each of these roles was given so the 
Church could move forward in unity. 
The emphasis is on growing in the 
knowledge of Christ, training for minis-
try, becoming unified in faith and reach-
ing a level of maturity in Christ through 
the bond of love.

This is an amazing Psalm. I agree 
with C.S. Lewis who called this Psalm 
“the greatest poem in the Psalms and 
one of the greatest lyrics in the world.” 
This Psalm describes God’s revelation 
of Himself through His creation, in the 
Bible, and in the heart of the believer. 
Our lesson emphasis is on the Bible, 
but we need the context of the whole  
Psalm.

Psalm 19:1-6 focuses on God’s rev-
elation of Himself 
through creation. 
David powerfully 
described creation 
as a wordless book 
(Psa. 19:3). Creation 
speaks constantly, silently and universal-
ly, declaring the glory of God. 

Using a map of the night sky, I 
hopped from star to star with my tele-
scope looking for an object I had only 
seen in pictures, the Ring Nebula. When 
I finally saw it, I simply voiced, “Lord, 
Your heavens declare Your glory!”

As awesome as creation is, it is inad-
equate in revealing the attributes of God 
and His purpose for creation and in as-
sisting us in determining God’s will for 
our lives. God’s Word is perfect, or ad-

equate, for this (Psa. 19:7). David gave 
various titles to God’s Word: instruc-
tion, testimony, precepts, command-
ments and ordinances. He also gave 
various characteristics of God’s Word: 
perfect, trustworthy, right, pure, reliable 
and righteous. Mixed in with these titles 
and characteristics are the benefits that 
are available from God’s Word: restora-
tion, wisdom, rejoicing and enlighten-
ment. Charles Swindoll said, “While 

the Lord isn’t likely 
to speak audibly to 
you, He is not silent! 
He has said and con-
tinues to say more 
than we can absorb 

and apply.”  
God’s Word can be like pure gold, 

sweet honey and a great reward (Psa. 
19:10-12). It can warn us of evil and dan-
gers, keep us from sin, help us to know 
right from wrong and correct and cleanse 
us. The key is in verse 11: We must keep 
His ordinances. Only the Word of God 
can make our speech and hearts pleas-
ing to God. The study of God’s Word is 
the most important spiritual discipline, 
and it is necessary for us to align our will 
with His will.

The ideas of the sovereignty of God 
and the human free will are difficult con-
cepts to understand. God is sovereign 
and completely in control of everything. 
Paul told us that God has a will for us 
and it can be known. He wrote, “Do not 
be conformed to this age, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, 
so that you may discern what is the good, 
pleasing, and perfect will of God” (Rom. 
12:2).  

I am often 
asked,  “ I f 
God’s will is 
so perfect and 
so important, 
why doesn’t He 
just tell us what 
it is? Why is it 
so hard to fig-
ure out?” These types of questions are 
usually links to the circumstances in life 
we are trying to navigate. Whom should 
I marry? What career should I choose? 
What university should I attend? Where 
should I live? Where should I go to 
church? God does have a will, a plan for 
our lives, but He allows us some latitude 
as we make choices.    

Pastor and author John Ortberg ex-
plains the reason we don’t always have 

OctOber 13, 2019

OctOber 20, 2019

Walking together
Eph. 4:1-10 (hCSB)

ExplorE thE BiBlE

God’s will and the Bible
pSalm 19:7-14 (hCSB)

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Walking forward
Eph. 4:11-16 (hCSB)

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Featured 
commentary 
writer

Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist and EEG technician at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in  
Russellville. Nash is involved in medical research and is a preaching pastor at Soul Food Cafe Mission. He is involved in  
missions and also leads a small group and the decision room ministry at Second Baptist Church, Conway. Nash has  
attended several universities and seminaries, including Williams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He holds multiple educational degrees, including a bachelor of arts in Christian ministries, a master of arts 
and doctor of ministry in pastoral studies and a master of arts in theological studies. Nash volunteers on the Cairo Geniza 
Project deciphering and transcribing ancient Greek and Arabic documents. He loves to read, bass fish, and spend time 
with his family. He and his wife, Mary Ann, love to travel, explore ancient ruins and go on wild animal safaris.

BiBle commentAry

God’s will and my will
Rom. 11:33-12:2; Eph. 1:4-6 (hCSB)

BiBlE StudiES for lifE
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Super Summer’s red school members run to the recreation field. Recreation games included baseball, volleyball, slip-n-slides and dodgeball that students rotated through. Photo by Sarah Davis

Super Summer ‘feels like home’ to 3,000 students 
Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – The Ar-

kansas Baptist State Conven-

tion (ABSC) hosted more 

than 3,000 students from Ar-

kansas and surrounding states 

for Super Summer June 8-15 

and June 22-29. More than 70 

salvations and 100 recommit-

ments were made over the two 

weeks of camp held at Ouachi-

ta Baptist University (OBU) in 

Arkadelphia.
“Super Summer is great,” 

said Ford Broderick, a student 

from Central Baptist Church 

in North Little Rock. “I like 

the real connections I’ve made 

with other people.”
Broderick is just one of the 

70 students who decided to 

follow Christ during Super 

Summer at the June event.
“Last year was my first year 

of Super Summer,” said Ash-

ley Ivy, student from 
First Baptist Church in 
Little Rock. “I get really 
homesick, but this is the 
first camp I’ve gone to 
that makes me feel like 
home.”

Ivy stated that last 
year she rededicated 
her life to Christ during 
camp.

“I believe in Super 
Summer Arkansas be-
cause it creates multiple 
opportunities for teen-
agers to experience Jesus in a 

real, life-changing way,” said 

Mark Parsley, student minis-

ter at Mount Carmel Baptist 

Church in Cabot. “The num-

ber of salvations and those 

that surrender to ministry out 

of just two weeks each year is 

proof that God is at work in 

the lives of young people.”
Super Summer divides stu-

dents into color schools. The 

colors include yellow, green, 

blue, red and orange. The 

theme for this year’s camp 

was “Awake.” Students who 
just graduated from high 
school are grouped into 
camo school and study 
apologetics. 

“I went to Super Sum-
mer for all four years of 
high school, and my life 
was forever changed,” 
said Madison Allen, a ju-
nior at OBU and Super 
Summer college staffer. 

College staffers lead 
groups of 10 students. 
The staffers facilitate 
small group discussion, 

relate to the material covered 

in main teaching sessions and 

play recreation games with stu-

dents.

“I have never doubted even 

for a second that God uses 

Super Summer in a special 

way to reach teens,” said Allen. 

“I have seen firsthand the life 

changes and meaningful rela-

tionships that occur year after 

year. As soon as I was able to 

become a staffer, I jumped on 

the opportunity. I wanted to 

give back and pour into oth-

ers just how much my staffers 

poured into me.
“Students come lost and 

wandering and leave with a 

heart change and salvation in 

Christ. Super Summer will al-

ways be an important part of 

my walk with the Lord, and I 

will forever be grateful for this 

camp,” said Allen.
Contact Sarah Davis at 

sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.
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casino they voted down

At 99, former Arkansas pastor
awarded Green Beret status

ECON 2019 set for Jan. 28-29
at Geyer Springs First Baptist

See CASINO page 6

See ECON page 8

PEARLAND, Texas (BP) – 
After World War II, decorat-
ed Army veteran Jesse Whit-
ley returned home and be-
came a soldier for the Lord, 
serving as a Baptist pastor 
and preacher for more than 
45 years. 

“Sgt.” Whitley, who cel-
ebrated his 99th birthday 
Dec. 14, received renewed 
recognition on Veterans 
Day, Nov. 11, with Green 
Beret status for his service 
in a special forces unit nick-
named “The Devil's Bri-
gade.”

It came as a surprise to 
Whitley, who faced combat 
action with the First Special 
Service Force (FSSF) against 
the Japanese in Alaska's 
Aleutian Islands and against 
the Germans in Europe.

Whitley joined the U.S. 
Army on April 25, 1939, at 
age 19 in Texarkana, Ark., 
where he grew up. He was 
honorably discharged on 
Oct. 31, 1945. 

The Veterans Day ceremo-
ny was held at First Baptist 
Church in Pearland, Texas. 
Whitley lives in the Hous-
ton suburb with his daugh-
ter, Vicki Cumbie, having 
moved from Arkansas about 
a year and a half ago. 

Whitley served as pastor 
of six Arkansas churches: 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in Warren; Graves Memo-
rial Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock; Hebron Baptist 
Church in Little Rock; Cen-
tennial Baptist Church in 
Pine Bluff; Lakeside Bap-
tist Church in Hot Springs; 
and Green Meadows Baptist 

Church in Pine Bluff, where 
he retired. 

First Baptist Pearland mem-
ber John Triplett spearheaded 
the effort to obtain Green 
Beret status for Whitley, who 
served in the FSSF, forerunner 
of the current U.S. Army Spe-
cial Forces, whose elite troops 
wear the iconic Green Beret. 

The FSSF garnered WWII 
fame for a 99-day period in 
1943 when it operated behind 
enemy lines primarily at night, 
inspiring a 1966 book and a 
1968 film based on the book, 
both titled “The Devil's Bri-
gade.”

In researching Whitley’s 
military record, Triplett dis-
covered that the pastor had 
been “eligible for Green 
Beret status for approxi-
mately 10 years,” but no one 
had been able to complete 
the process to formally rec-
ognize him. “So I made it a 
personal thing.”

With Whitley in his late 
90s, “If we don't get this 
done, it may never happen,” 
Triplett said. “It’s just time 
to make it happen.”

In his opening remarks 

On Veterans Day, Nov. 11, World War II veteran Jesse Whitley, 99, received his 
Green Beret from Sgt. Justin Mayrant of the 19th Special Forces based in San 
Antonio.

LITTLE ROCK—The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) Conference on Evan-
gelism and Church Health 
(ECON) 2019 will be held Jan. 
28-29 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock.

This year’s guest 
speakers include Ste-
phen Kendrick, writer 
and producer, Kend-
rick Brothers; Junior 
Hill, vocational evan-
gelist; Charlie Dates, 
senior pastor, Pro-
gressive Baptist Church, Chi-
cago; Robert Smith, Charles T. 
Carter chair of divinity, Bee-
son Divinity School, Birming-
ham, Ala.; David Allen, dean 
of the School of Preaching 
and George W. Truett chair of 
ministry, Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, and Paul Chit-
wood, president, International 
Mission Board.

David McKinney, worship 
pastor at Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas, 
will lead worship dur-
ing the conference.

“I am excited about 
the speakers who will 
be sharing with us 
this year. We will hear 
messages from some 
familiar faces includ-
ing Robert Smith and 

David Allen. Our dear friend, 
Junior Hill, will be back with 
us. We are also excited to have 
joining us for the first time 
Charlie Dates, Stephen Kend-
rick (producer of movies such 

Kendrick

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WHO SHOULD DECIDE 
whether or not a casino is built 
in Pope County?

Arkansas voters approved 
Issue 4 (Amendment 100) in 
N o v e m b e r 
laying a path 
for casinos 
to be built in 
Pope and Jefferson Counties, 
Hot Springs and West Mem-
phis – but Pope County voters 
soundly rejected the measure.

The question is: Shouldn’t 
Pope County residents have a 
say in whether or not a casino 
is brought to their county?

In November, Pope County 

voters approved a local or-
dinance that requires either 
the county judge or Quorum 
Court to receive permission 
from the county’s voters, in 
the form of a local election, 
before allowing a casino to be 
built in the county, according 

to the Arkan-
sas Democrat-
Gazette.

Issue 4 
also includes language requir-
ing a letter of recommenda-
tion from either the county 
judge or Quorum Court of 
Pope and Jefferson counties 
before a casino can be built. If 
the proposed casinos were to 

Modern-day David and Goliath story
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A THREE-PART series of investigative reports from the Houston Chronicle and 
San Antonio Express-News released Feb. 10-13, highlighted 700 cases of sexual abuse 
and 250 church volunteers charged with abuse-related crimes in Southern Baptist 
churches over the past 20 years.

On Feb. 19, during an address to the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) Execu-
tive Committee (EC), SBC President J.D. Greear, pastor of The Summit Church 
in Raleigh-Durham, N.C., addressed the reports and the reality of the sexual abuse 
problem in the convention, calling Southern Baptists to repent and reform.

“Brothers and sisters, there is a problem. This is not a fabricated story made up 
by people with a secular agenda. We’ve not taken reports of abuse in our churches 
as seriously as our gospel demands, and sometimes even worse, outright ignored 
or silenced victims,” said Greear. “It’s time we back up our words with actions that 
demonstrate our commitment to this.”

In an interview with Chronicle and Express-News reporters regarding their findings, 
August “Augie” Boto, general counsel and interim president of the SBC EC, said, “I 
think sometimes people presuppose that our initial reaction to a report of Southern 
Baptist failure anywhere is embarrassment. I can assure you that is not my initial 
reaction.

“Just within the last few months I was in a car that was broken into and my brief-
case was stolen. My initial reaction was not embarrassment that I didn’t watch the 
car close enough or that I left the briefcase on the seat,” Boto told reporters. “My 
initial reaction was anger that the predator did what he did. Taking advantage of the 
vulnerable is what criminals do. And when that happens, our job is to voice it, not 
to hide it.”

Keeping Arkansas churches safe
With recent media coverage highlighting the problem of sexual abuse in Southern 

Baptist churches, many are looking for resources that can help secure their church 
or ministry. According to Emily Smith, Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
children’s specialist, the ABSC makes abuse training and education available to all 
Arkansas Baptist churches.

“One thing that we want churches to do is be proactive instead of reactive when 
it comes to protecting minors,” said Smith.

“For the children’s safety issues, we (ABSC) have partnered with MinistrySafe, a 
law firm out of Dallas that has developed a five-part safety system to protect children 
and those who serve them in churches and child-serving organizations,” said J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, ABSC executive director.

“Ongoing training and safeguards are vital to protecting children and are a direct 
responsibility of each congregation. It is my personal goal to have trained staff and 
workers, as well as safeguard policies and procedures, in each of our Arkansas Baptist 
churches,” said Tucker. 

“We are trying to educate churches to put in place policies and 
procedures ahead of time … a lot of times we have a tendency to say, ‘Something 

Repentance, culture change 
needed, says SBC president

See ABUSE  page 6

Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) President J.D. Greear speaks to 
Baptist editors and journalists gathered in Charleston, S.C., following 
a scathing report by the Houston Chronicle and San Antonio Express-
News about sexual abuse in the SBC. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Following sexual abuse report:

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901
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was senior vice president for 

institutional advancement at 

The Southern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary in Louisville, 

Ky.
“Dr. Walker brings signifi-

cant expertise and a wealth of 

fundrais ing 

e x p e r i e n c e 

to this posi-

tion, and we 

are delighted 

to have him 

join us at Wil-

liams Baptist 

Un ive r s i t y . 

Doug’s desire 

to be a part 

of WBU is a 

strong affir-

mation of the 

quality of this 

i n s t i t u t i o n 

and the bright 

future before 

us,” said Stan 

Norman, Wil-

liams Baptist 

president.   
“Soon after 

my arrival, I 

began pray-

ing that God 

would lead us 

to the person 

who could 

build upon 

the strong ad-

vancement foundation already 

here and move us forward in 

our fundraising efforts. We 

believe that God led us to 

Doug Walker, and our ensu-

ing conversations and interac-

tions confirmed that God was 

WALNUT RIDGE – Alabama 

native Doug Walker has been 

hired as vice president for 

university advancement and 

operations at Williams Baptist 

University (WBU), according 

to a Jan. 22 announcement.

W a l k e r 

leads a major 

restructuring 

of the WBU 

adminis t ra -

tion, which 

includes a 

number of 

other admin-

istrators as-

suming new 

responsibili-

ties. Walker 

will start his 

new position 

– which also 

will include 

serving as the 

univers i ty ’ s 

chief operat-

ing officer –

Feb. 4. 
Most re-

cently, Walk-

er served at 

Trinity In-

te rna t iona l 

University in 

Deerfield, Ill., 

where he was 

associate vice 

president for advancement 

and university relations. 

Walker served as executive 

director of the Union Univer-

sity Foundation and director 

of major gifts at Union Uni-

versity in Jackson, Tenn., from 

2009 to 2015.

From 1993 to 2009, Walker 
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Williams adds vp, 
restructures
administration 

Couple returns to  Arkansas 

after taking gospel to Belize

Margaret Colson

Arkansas Baptist News

CABOT – “We know what it is to be at-

tacked by someone with a machete; we know 

what it is to be on a public bus and have 

someone jump on the back of the bus with a 

gun and threaten all of us; we know what it 

is to be carried off to the local jail. It was an 

exciting life!”

A missionary’s life is far from mundane; 

just ask Ray and Penny Taffner.

In 2007 the Taffners, both graduates 

of Williams Baptist University in Walnut 

Ridge, sensed God calling them to the mis-

sion field of Belize. At that time, their min-

isterial roots were planted deeply in Arkan-

sas. Ray started pastoring Arkansas Baptist 

churches in August 1975 at Rea Valley Bap-

tist Church, Flippin. From there, he served 

in a number of small rural churches in north 

central Arkansas and as director of missions 

in Big Creek Baptist Association and interim 

director of missions in Independence Bap-

See BELIZE page 3Walker Cooper

Baine Flippo 

Andrews Norman

See WILLIAMS page 6

Don’t be a back-row Baptist!
There is a lot going on in Arkansas Baptist life.  
Don’t miss out. If your congregation does not  
subscribe to the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN), 
why not start today? 

Be informed about Baptist life.
Be inspired by the stories of God’s work.
Be involved with what’s happening in our  
state, nation and world.

Subscribe to the Arkansas Baptist News today! 

For information on individual or church subscription 
rates, call Barbara at 501-376-4791, ext. 5156, today!


