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Life Line Baptist hosts World Changers
More than 200 students and leaders from seven states served in Little Rock the week of July 18-22 during a World Changers 
project. Life Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, was the host church and location where students and leaders were lodged. Sixteen 
area churches assisted with the mission project by providing lunch each day for project participants. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Whitney Crews
Arkansas Baptist News 

JONESBORO – Ed Gillham, 47, of Pine Bluff 
has been named associational missionary of the 
Mt. Zion Baptist Association in Northeast Ar-
kansas.

Gillham, officially begins his 
duties Aug. 1. He replaces Harold 
Ray who retired in 2010 after 30 
years of service.

“I think the folks are going to 
receive him extremely well,” Ray 
said following the announce-
ment. He seems to be a very ca-
pable person for the job.”

Over the past 15 years, Gillham has served in 

Davis retires 
after 27 years
Cassie Franklin
Arkansas Baptist News

RUSSELLVILLE – “This is big. We love him 
very, very much,” a lady exclaimed as she made 
her way into the retirement service for Stephen 
Davis, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Russellville. 

Pews at the church were packed 
with people who emanated ex-
citement. A few had tears in their 
eyes. 

Davis served as pastor of First 
Baptist for 27 years, from 1984-
2011.

At 10:30 a.m., the worship service began. 
Davis, sitting on the front row with his entire 

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

JACKSONVILLE – The phrase “church security” 
does not always mean carrying a firearm into a 
house of worship. 

While area minister and auxiliary police officer 
Jeff Elmore is quick to caution that it is actually 
illegal to bring a gun to church, he also points out 

there is a lot more to church security than simply 
“packing heat.”

Elmore, associate pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, and auxiliary police officer 
for the Jacksonville Police Department, heads up 
a ministry designed to educate church members 
on security – along with Second Baptist church 

Gillham

Kristen Glover, Miss Arkansas 2011

Davis

Pastor and police officer advises

‘Leave your guns with the usher’

See SECURITY page 6

Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University

HOT SPRINGS – Miss Ouachita 
Baptist University Kristen Glover 
was crowned Miss Arkansas 2011 
July 16 at Summit Arena in Hot 
Springs.

It was a memorable Ouachita 
moment as Glover, a 2011 Ouach-
ita graduate, was crowned by out-
going Miss Arkansas Alyse Eady, a 
2010 Ouachita alumna. Adding to 

the university’s tradition of success 
in the Miss Arkansas Pageant, this 
marks the fifth time that a reigning 
Miss OBU has been named Miss 
Arkansas and the 10th time that a 
Ouachita student or alum has been 
awarded the state crown.

“Kristen Glover is a young 
woman distinguished by discipline, 
zeal, commitment and excellence in 
every area of life,” said Rex Horne, 
the university’s president. 

“Ouachita could have no better 

ambassador. Now Arkansas will 
benefit by Kristen’s grace and char-
acter.”

Glover, a member of First Bap-
tist Church, Stuttgart, is the daugh-
ter of Keith and Mary Glover, who 
are also members of First Baptist 
Church. She graduated magna cum 
laude from Ouachita in May with a 
degree in chemistry. She will rep-
resent Arkansas in the 2012 Miss 

OBU’s Glover crowned Miss Arkansas 2011

See PAGEANT page 2
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America Pageant in January in Las 
Vegas. 

Glover, 21, will tour the state for 
the next year promoting her platform 
issue of “Second Chances: Empow-
ering Youth to Rise Above,” as well 
as the Children’s Miracle Network. 
Following her year as Miss Arkansas, 
she plans to attend the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences Col-
lege of Pharmacy.

In a series of media appearances 
and interviews, Glover said the mo-
ment her name was announced as 
Miss Arkansas “was just unreal.”

“I had worked so hard for that 
week,” said Glover, who was com-
peting in her third Miss Arkansas 
Pageant and was named third run-
ner-up last year. “It was absolutely 
incredible to see all of that work fi-
nally pay off.

“I would love to travel across Ar-
kansas speaking about my platform 
which is basically focused on men-
toring,” she said, noting “how im-
portant it is for us to pour into and 
invest in my generation.”

Jenny Redfern
Arkansas Baptist News

WITCHERVILLE – Teamwork, re-
sponsibility and perseverance – all 
are valuable lessons learned from 
participating in sports. But for the 
past 10 years, Fellowship Baptist 
Church, Witcherville, has taken this 
tool one step further by using sports 
to connect children to the gospel 
through sports camps.

 “A sports camp is a program by 
which sporting events and games 
are used as a platform to present the 
gospel,” said pastor of Fellowship 
Baptist, Gary Martin. 

Each day, the children are intro-
duced to fun and 
competitive sports, 
generally ones they 
have never played 
before. Some of 
these sports include 
tug-of-war, kickball, 
street hockey, field 
polo, volleyball, 
kick ball, basket-
ball, f licker ball, 
ultimate frisbee, ar-
chery, fish-casting, 
soccer, badminton, 
pony rides and trust 
games. 

While rotating 
between sports, the children also 
rotate into a Bible study, where they 
have the opportunity to hear God’s 
Word. Sometimes the rotation is 
followed by an “overtime” service, 
where the children are served re-
freshments and watch a puppet 
show or hear a brief message.

The church was first introduced 
to the idea of sports camps on a 

Sports camps connect children to church
mission trip to Coatsville, Penn., in 
the summer of 2001. The mission 
team had traveled there to hold a 
traditional vacation Bible school for 
Thorndale Baptist Church. 

When a Georgia mission team 
that was scheduled to run a sports 
camp for a nearby church was de-
layed, the mission team from Witch-
erville was asked to fill in for a day. 
Though they had never heard of 
sports camps, they were eager to as-
sist.

“The team embraced the chal-
lenge,” said church member Jeania 
Brown. “Monday morning came, 
and with it our ability to see the Lord 
at work. Ninety-one kids came, and 

10 of those trusted 
Jesus Christ as their 
personal Lord and 
Savior that day.”

The next summer, 
the church decided 
to use sports as a 
draw for their vaca-
tion Bible school 
instead of the usual 
material. They have 
been organizing 
these sports camps 
ever since.

Martin said the 
church has helped 
run sports camps in 

Oklahoma, North Dakota, Nebras-
ka, Pennsylvania, Canada and across 
Arkansas. 

“We do about six to eight sports 
camps a year,” he said. “So we have 
probably conducted 50 to 60 sports 
camps in all, maybe more.”

Recently the church conducted a 
camp at Wye Mountain. Martin said 
120 children attended, and 20 deci-

sports, Martin said.
“Almost every kid has some inter-

est in sports, whether they are athlet-
ic or not,” he said. “We aren’t doing 
high-tech athletics; we just have kid 
games.”

The final advantage is that it is 
inexpensive.

“You can actually do a sports 
camp with just a kickball, a basket-
ball and a volleyball,” He said. “You 
don’t need much.”

Martin added that Bible study ma-
terial could be found from a number 
of resources.

“It is just a great stage upon which 
to present the gospel,” he said. 
“When they are taking a break, give 
them a snow cone, give them time 
to cool down and present them the 
gospel.”

Contact Jenny Redfern at jenny@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Children participate at a recent sports camp in Wye Mountain, near Lake Maumelle.

sions were made. 
Martin described several advan-

tages sports camps present over tra-
ditional vacation Bible school. 

The first and greatest is that it is 
easier for the church to get people 
involved. Martin said because people 
are already interested and knowl-
edgeable in a certain sport, they are 
more willing to teach and lead the 
children in it.

“When you go to do vacation 
Bible school, it’s almost like pulling 
teeth getting volunteers,” he said. 
“But if I need someone to do golf, I 
just go to the golfers in my church. 
And, the same for fishing and horse 
riding.”

The leaders of each sport are re-
quired to pray for each group of chil-
dren and share their testimony.

The second advantage is that 
children are naturally interested in 

Kristen Glover is crowned by outgoing Miss 
Arkansas Alyse Eady, a 2010 Ouachita alum-
na. Photo courtesy of You’ve Got the Look 
Photography 

In addition to being crowned Miss 
Arkansas, Glover received the crowd 
favorite award, interview award and 
lifestyle and fitness award, as well as 
preliminary awards for lifestyle and 
fitness and evening gown. For the 
talent portion of the competition, 
she tap danced to an arrangement 
of “I Got Rhythm.”

Active in campus and community 
service during her years at Ouachita, 
Glover served as student recruitment 
co-chair of the Ouachita Student 
Foundation and Tiger Tunes direc-
tor for Tri Chi women’s social club. 
She also was involved in the Ameri-
can Chemical Society and intramu-
ral sports. A Ouachita Scholar, she 
was named to the Ouachita Presi-
dent’s List and Dean’s List and was 
a recipient of the Mondy-Provine 
Chemistry Scholarship. 

Glover also served as an intern 
with the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries’ (AB-
CHomes) Promise House Maternity 
Homes in 2009.

During her first press conference 
as Miss Arkansas July 17, Glover 
spoke of the need for mentoring 
troubled teens, which she first dis-
covered while serving at the AB-

CHomes’ ministry to unwed, preg-
nant preteen and teenage girls in 
Little Rock.  

“I realized these girls are desper-
ate for a role model,” Glover said in 
an Arkansas Democrat-Gazette report. 
“… I realized how important it is for 
us to pour into and invest in my gen-
eration.”

Glover first entered the Miss Ar-
kansas competition in 2008. She 
didn’t compete in 2009. Instead, 
she spent 10 weeks mentoring girls 
at Promise House. Glover said her 
experiences at Promise House were 
“life changing,” according to her 
blog http://www.secondchanceskg.
blogspot.com/. 

“Working with those disadvan-
taged, pregnant teenagers opened 
my eyes to so much. It was then that 
I realized this life isn’t really about 
me ... it’s about service,” notes Glov-
er. “Miss Arkansas is an opportuni-
ty for me to fulfill my purpose of 
service while using the talents and 
abilities God has given me.”

Trennis Henderson is vice president 
of communications at Ouachita Baptist 
University. Additional reporting by Stel-
la Prather, Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Home director of communications.

PAGEANT
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DAVIS
continued from page one

numerous pastoral positions in Pine 
Bluff, Texarkana, Osceola, Quitman 
and Maumelle. He received a Mas-
ter of Divinity and Doctor of Phi-
losophy from Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Gillham served as associational 
coordinator for World Changers in 
Harmony Baptist Association, where 
he was a member of the association’s 
executive board. 

In May 2010, Gillham attended 
training at Camp Paron for new and 
prospective associational missionar-
ies sponsored by the state conven-
tion. 

“It was a clear call for me to go 
into association missions,” Gillham 
said. 

“I’m very humbled and excited 
about the opportunity to reach 
Northeast Arkansas with the gos-
pel.”

The Mt. Zion association includes 
40 churches and five missions locat-
ed primarily in Craighead County. 
Gillham said he has plans to visit 
each church and spend time with 
pastors during his first five months. 

“There is so much growth in 
Jonesboro,” Gillham said in antici-
pation of his work in the associa-
tion. 

“Planting churches, missions — 
I want to help churches reach for 
those opportunities. 

“I want to help every church un-
derstand they can be involved with 
missions and also be a pastor to the 
pastors.”

Gillham and his wife, Robbin, 
have a daughter, Abbey, who will 
be a sophomore at Arkansas State 
University in Jonesboro. Gillham 
enjoys duck hunting, woodworking 
and building stained glass windows 
and lamps.

“We are just very excited about 
the opportunity. It’s a high-growth 
area, and helping the church reach 
that area is an exciting goal.”

Contact Whitney Crews at whitney@
arkansasbaptist.org.

family, tapped his feet to the 
music. By all accounts, it was an 
ordinary Sunday worship service 
at the church. 

But then it was time for Davis 
to take the pulpit. The longtime 
pastor reflected on a question he 
had once asked his wife, “When 
I first started preaching, I told 
Jonya, ‘Will I ever be able to 
preach without crying?’” 

Comparing himself to the 
weeping prophet, Jeremiah, Davis 
added, “I hope I can do that.”

Speaking to the congregation, 
Davis said, “I came as your pastor, 
seeking to base everything that 
we did on the Word of God, that 
we would let the Word of God be 
our guide and our rule and our 
direction, and that we would set 
our hearts to know Christ in a 
personal and intimate way and to 
make Him known out of that first 
relationship. And you’ve done just 
that.” 

Preaching from 1 Thessalo-
nians, Davis told the church to 
find encouragement from the evi-
dence of changed lives. 

“You see, it makes no difference 
who stands at this pulpit or what 
goes on in a church if the people 
are not willing to respond to the 
demonstration and the power of 
God and obey Him; nothing’s 
going to happen.”

Davis encouraged the con-
gregation by reminding them of 
the number of lives they helped 
save through the years. “(We’ve) 
born fruit of over 450,000 people 
throughout the world. … There’s 
no explanation except that God 
did it.”

He also reminded the church to 
constantly evaluate themselves as 
individuals and then the church 
as a whole. 

“We evaluate; we don’t stay 
where we are as a church,” Davis 
said. “The leadership team is 
going to come together and see 

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – When Ralph and Mila Baker 
traveled to Memphis recently to visit with Home-
land Security as part of Mila’s American citizen-
ship process, they expected to take care of some 
business and maybe have a little fun. 

What they didn’t expect was to be robbed.
The day started off innocently enough for 

Baker, who is music minister at First Baptist 
Church, Atkins, and Mila, who is from the Phil-
ippines. 

After the Bakers attended the required meet-
ing, they decided to make a day of it by visiting 
downtown Memphis. As the couple walked along 
Beale Street, they got a surprise they weren’t ex-
pecting. A man appeared out of nowhere, jump-
ing Baker and attempting to steal his wallet. 

Baker said it happened in a split second. Fortu-
nately, Baker, who knows jujitsu, reacted quickly. 
“I gave him a rear elbow strike that Mila said 
knocked him off balance,” he said. 

Unfortunately, the force of the 
man’s fall also ripped Baker’s pock-
et and wallet from his pants. Again, 
Baker responded as the man attempt-
ed to run away with his wallet. 

“I jumped on him around the 
shoulders and got him in a headlock,” 
he said. 

At that point, three bystanders 
helped Baker subdue the man until 
the police arrived.

At press time, Baker said the sus-
pect was being held at the Memphis 
City Jail awaiting charges. After praying about it, 
he and Mila decided to press charges. But they 

are also hoping for an opportunity to minister to 
the man, who Baker suspects is homeless. “I can’t 
talk with him until after the trial, but I want to 

visit with him,” he said. “I have a point 
of contact with him that will affect his 
life for a long time.”

Regardless of the outcome, Baker is 
thankful for God’s “protective hand.” 
He and his wife were uninjured, sustain-
ing only minor scratches and bruises. 

He’s also thankful God allowed him 
to respond quickly when the attack 
came. “I work out with jujitsu and even 
use it in my ministry, but I’ve never 
had a real-life altercation until now,” he 
said. “ I praise the Lord that we weren’t 
hurt. It could have been a really differ-

ent outcome.”
Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@arkansasbaptist.org.

Arkansas minister thwarts robbery attempt

Stephen Davis in the 
sanctuary of First 

Baptist, Russellville. 
Photo by The Russellville 
Courier/Joshua Mashon

GILLHAM
continued from page one

Ralph Baker displays pants 
torn by attempted robber.

some things that are good, but oth-
ers that just aren’t right. God says 
‘excel still more.’ How do you excel 
with no evaluation?”

In his last sermon as pastor of 
First Baptist, Davis urged the con-
gregation to “excel still more.”

“When we excel still more, God 
is going to work in mighty ways,” 
he said. 

Concluding, Davis called First 
Baptist’s leadership team to the 
platform to join him. He encour-
aged the church to pray continually 
for their staff and cooperate with 
them. 

“Excel still more with God,” 
Davis said as he left the pulpit and 
handed the service over to the new 
pastor, Greg Sikes. 

“It’s been my privilege to serve 
here under Stephen’s leadership,” 

said Sikes. “It’s certainly a hum-
bling privilege to be your pastor 
now. God’s laid quite a legacy at 
First Baptist, Russellville.” 

During his 27 years at First Bap-
tist, Davis served as a trustee for 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary (1986-1990), Ouachita 
Baptist University (1996-2000) and 
the International Mission Board 
(1993-2003). 

Davis preached at the Arkan-
sas Pastor’s Conference (1998 
and 2003) and received the “M.E. 
Dodd” Award (2003), given to in-
dividuals who have demonstrated 
excellence in lifetime church lead-
ership.

A reception for Davis and his 
family followed the service. 

Contact Cassie Franklin at cassie@
arkansasbaptist.org.



I t was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times, it was the age of 

wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 
it was the epoch of belief, it was the 
epoch of incredulity, it was the season 
of Light, it was the season of Darkness, 
it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair, we had everything 
before us, we had nothing before us, we 
were all going direct to heaven, we were 
all going direct the other way …”

So opens the 
novel “A Tale of 
Two Cities” by 
Charles Dickens, 
about the plight 
of French peas-
ants demoralized 
by the French 
aristocracy in the 
years leading up 
to the country’s revolution.

Ironically, what Dickens wrote 
in 1859 seems eerily applicable to 
Americans living in today’s culture.

On one hand, our country has 
never enjoyed a higher standard 
of living than today. On the other 
hand, we have never before carried 
so much personal and collective 
financial debt.

While it seems many individu-
als have gotten the message of our 
lean times and have tightened their 
finances, our government has not. 
What do most of us do when con-
fronted with having more bills than 
money with which to pay them? We 

cut our expenses. But this doesn’t 
seem like a viable option for some 
of our nation’s political leaders.

It seems few Americans have 
been immune to the secular mes-
sage of materialism over the years. 
We are urged to spend, consume 
and borrow like there’s no tomor-
row. The availability of credit has 
swallowed U.S. citizens in a sea 
of debt that starts right after they 

graduate from 
high school or 
college with their 
first jobs. We are 
told, “Why wait 
when you can just 
charge it to your 
credit card?”

Well, it may 
just have caught 

up with us. Not only is our coun-
try suffering, but so is the work of 
God.

With a financial crisis looming 
in Washington, it seems our na-
tion’s leaders are more interested in 
playing politics than demonstrating 
real leadership and doing the right 
financial thing for our country.

The Bible is clear on the subject 
of money. Luke, a vocational physi-
cian who I’m sure charged money 
when serving his patients, wrote in 
Luke 16:13 (NASB), “No servant 
can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the 
other, or else he will be devoted to 

one and despise the other. You can-
not serve God and wealth.”

While everyone enjoys the 
comforts and conveniences of 
modern society, so often content-
ment isn’t a part of the equation. 
It seems sometimes the more we 
get, the more we want. Scripture 
warns against such indulgences. 
In Hebrews 13:5 (NASB) it says, 
“Make sure that your character is 
free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for 
He Himself has said, ‘I will never 
desert you, nor will I ever forsake 
you.’”

When we indulge ourselves self-
ishly through materialism, we rob 
Christ and the work of His church.

Even Jesus was known to give 
financial advice. He said in Luke 
16:9-11 (NASB), “And I say to 
you, make friends for yourselves 
by means of the wealth of unrigh-
teousness, so that when it fails, they 
will receive you into the eternal 
dwellings. He who is faithful in a 
very little thing is faithful also in 
much; and he who is unrighteous 
in a very little thing is unrighteous 
also in much. Therefore if you have 
not been faithful in the use of un-
righteous wealth, who will entrust 
the true riches to you?”

I have traveled a number of plac-
es in the world where the thought 
of owning an automobile or house 
is unimaginable. Yet, in America, 

there is a car for every man, woman 
and child – and, on average, we not 
only own our own houses, but we 
are always striving for something 
bigger and better.

God desires good things for his 
children, but when a new car, a 
new house or other material items 
come before Him, things are amiss, 
and it is a sin. While God only asks 
for 10 percent of our income, we 
should strive to give more to see the 
furtherance of the gospel during 
our lives on earth.

A man’s worth isn’t determined 
by his possessions (Luke 12:15). 
God doesn’t look at our outward 
appearance, rather at our hearts (1 
Samuel 16:7). In fact, God consid-
ers a man who stores up treasures 
for himself a fool (Luke 12:20-21).

Without a doubt, it is a great 
day to be a follower of Jesus Christ, 
but as Christians, we must exercise 
prudent fiscal responsibility to be 
at our maximum effectiveness in 
doing kingdom work.

There has never been a debt 
crisis in God’s economy. God owns 
all that is (Psalm 50:10). Jesus paid 
the debt of sin for all humanity 
on a dirty cross at Calvary. While 
we can never repay Him, we can 
tell others about Him so they can 
benefit from a gift that is “free and 
clear” for all eternity.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.
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Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough

In 2010, Congress passed 
the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act, a law that 
included a provision called Small 
Employer Health Insurance Credit. 

Essentially, the law provided a 
refundable tax credit to certain 
small employers that pay in excess 
of 50 percent of their employees’ 
health insurance premiums. For 
exempt organizations, such as 
churches, the credit is 25 percent 
of the qualified health insurance 
coverage paid by the employer in 
years 2010-13, and 35 percent after 
2013. After 2013, an exempt orga-
nization can only claim the credit 
for two consecutive years.  

It is my fear that many churches 
will overlook this tax credit for the 
reason that they don’t file a tax 
return. Churches are included in 
the general category of “exempt 
organizations” for this refundable 
tax credit. Congress has provided 

a means for claiming the refund by 
properly completing a form 8941 
and attaching it to a form 990-T, 
the form usually used by exempt or-
ganizations with 
“unrelated busi-
ness income,” or 
UBI.  

The refund-
able credit is 
reserved for em-
ployers that meet certain eligibility 
rules: 

The employer must employ 25 
or fewer full-time equivalent em-
ployees (FTEs).

 The “average annual wage” per 
FTE must be less than $50,000 per 
employee.

The employer must pay the 
majority of the employee’s health 
insurance for the calendar year for 
each employee enrolled in (covered 
by) the plan. 

For purposes of this credit, 

ordained ministers are considered 
in the calculation of the number 
of FTE’s and for the inclusion of 
their health insurance premiums 

paid. However, 
the calculation of 
“average annual 
wage” does not in-
clude the minister’s 
wages. This actu-
ally works to the 

church’s benefit in that a highly 
paid minister’s wages would not 
inflate this “average annual wage” 
amount.

As an example, assume a church 
has five employees and pays all of 
the employees’ health insurance. 
Let’s assume the “average annual 
wage” of the four non-minister 
salaries is $25,000. Let’s also as-
sume the total premiums paid by 
the church for the five employees 
are $35,000 for 2010 (including 
the pastor). The potential tax credit 

is $8,750. This amount is then 
limited by the total employees’ 
income tax withholding for both 
employee and employer portions of 
the Medicare tax. This odd limita-
tion would not normally reduce 
the credit, but could.

The purpose of this discus-
sion is to bring this benefit to the 
attention of all churches and to 
encourage churches to evaluate 
the cost benefits of filing for the 
credits. It is possible that, in a 
church’s congregation, there may 
be a qualified person that would 
be willing to help in the evaluation 
process and in filling out the tax 
forms. However, if not, securing 
the services of a qualified accoun-
tant for a few hundred dollars 
could certainly pay off in receiving 
a tax credit such as the $8,750 in 
the example. And remember, this 
credit extends for six years – 2010 
through 2015.  

Tax credit for churches requires careful attention

guest ViewPOint
William T. Kinneman

certified public accountant  
Little Rock



www.arkansasbaptist.org opinion 5

Failures are never final
What is the best Bible 
translation to buy?

Baptists Ask

Ken Gore is chair of the Williams Bap-
tist College department of Christian 
ministries.

When most Christians buy 
a new Bible, they want 

one for home and church use 
that is easy to read and under-
stand. Because there are so 
many transla-
tions available, 
it is not always 
easy to decide 
which to buy. 
Therefore, it 
is essential for 
Christians to 
understand 
some funda-
mentals of Bible translations. 

Some of the best English 
translations have been produced 
in the last 40 years. They have 
been written by committees of 
Bible scholars who have de-
voted their lives to the faithful 
translation of the biblical text. 
Committees try to balance the 
accuracy of the translation with 
a readable English. This is not a 
simple task, and most commit-
tees will prefer one side to the 
other.   

It is not easy for a commit-
tee to decide how verses should 
be translated. Grammar and 
syntax can be difficult at times. 
Ancient weights, measurements 
and money are not easy to ex-
plain.  Word plays, idioms and 
euphemisms make the task even 
harder, and there may be mul-
tiple ways to translate the verse. 
Therefore, every translation is 
also an interpretation. 

Good modern translations 
provide an excellent tool for 
the reader: footnotes. Footnotes 
explain how a word, phrase or 
verse can be understood. They 
may elaborate words and phras-
es, or furnish the variations 
from the ancient manuscripts. 
They may also provide referenc-
es to a biblical or extra-biblical 
source. Footnotes give the reader 
a lot of freedom to decide how 
best to understand a text. 

With these fundamentals in 
mind, Christians should exam-
ine various translations, find the 
one they like and choose it for 
daily reading. They should also 
choose a couple of other transla-
tions to aid in their personal 
Bible study. A good commen-
tary is also a helpful tool. These 
resources will provide Christians 
a valuable understanding of the 
biblical text.

Editor’s note: Send questions 
regarding theology and Baptist 
beliefs to Editor, Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Drive, Little 
Rock, AR 72204, or email tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

The most lopsided game in college football history 
took place in the early 1900s between Georgia 

Tech and Cumberland College. What is amazing is 
that so many points were scored in a day when running 
three yards in a cloud of dust was common and spread 
offenses didn’t exist. 

The story goes that after a 63-
point first quarter onslaught by 
Georgia Tech, the only question 
that remained was whether or 
not Cumberland College would 
quit or actually stay and finish the 
game after halftime. Cumberland 
stayed, and the score ended with 
Georgia Tech winning 220-0! An 
interesting event happened toward 
the end of the game that became 
a memorable play and a teachable moment for life. A 
kick returner took the kickoff, ran up the field, was hit 
by a Georgia Tech player and fumbled the football and 
in sheer exhaustion yelled to a teammate, “Quick, pick 
up the ball!” 

The teammate replied, “Pick it up yourself. You 
dropped it!” 

Have you ever fumbled in life? Sure you have. We 
have all been there, haven’t we? We are tired and frus-
trated. In fact, we might even say that we are exhausted 
from the rat race of life, schedules that are overflow-
ing and more to do on our “to-do lists” than we could 
ever get accomplished. We get distracted, and without 
warning, when faced with temptation, the opportunity 
to bend the rules or a chance to take a shortcut, we 

find ourselves fumbling. We make the wrong deci-
sion, or we say the wrong thing. Maybe we let someone 
down, even ourselves, and we make a mess of our lives. 
Perhaps we just were not paying enough attention 
to what we were doing, but we discover that we have 
fumbled again. Guilt, discouragement, depression and 

frustration move into our lives. Satan 
shows up to point out all of our mis-
takes again and how we are failures.

Even churches sometimes fumble. 
We try things, and they don’t succeed; 
or, we allow opportunities to pass us by 
without ever trying to move forward. We 
forget that, in our churches, it is new 
things that reach new people. 

If you find yourself in such a place 
today, then let me remind you the good 

news of God’s Word is that failures are never final. We 
need to remember the words of David in Psalm 55:22 
when he said, “Cast all your cares on the LORD and 
He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous 
fall.” David overcame many obstacles, mistakes and 
failures in His life for God to use Him in a great way. 
God has not forgotten you or your church, and He has 
certainly not written you off.  If you have fumbled or 
if the church has fumbled, then pick up the ball and 
get back into the game. It is always too soon to quit. 
You will be amazed at what God will do in your life or 
in your church once you get up, dust yourself off and 
begin following Him in obedience! 

Clay Hallmark is pastor of First Baptist Church, Marion, 
and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

A California mortuary – a place of corpses, a place 
of death. And for author 

Rebecca Fisher, a place of life. 
It was at the mortuary that, 

after fleeing her abusive husband, 
Fisher raised her daughter. And it 
was there, amid death, that Fisher 
sought to rebuild her life. 

Now, in her semiautobiographical debut 
novel “All The Wrong Places,” Fisher weaves 
pieces of her own experiences into the ficti-
tious life of single mother Casey Wheeler.

Fleeing with her daughter from her own 
abusive husband, Wheeler crashes her car 
near Golden Oaks Funeral Home and soon 
finds herself not only given shelter, but also 
given a home and a job at the mortuary. 

In the midst her ironic new life in a place 

of  death, Wheeler finds a family in the characters of 
the funeral home. But as she goes about her 
odd new job, she is also forced to take part 
in a brutal custody battle. 

Throughout her book, Fisher addresses 
the topics of single motherhood and do-
mestic abuse – topics that relate all-too-well 

to an astonishing number of people today. But 
along with these, Fisher writes about faith and 
friendship.

“My pursuit of self-discovery, independence, 
love and faith are all lived out in this book,” said 
Fisher, who holds English and education degrees.

Fisher, who teaches high school English, lives 
in California with her husband and two daugh-
ters. 

For more information about Fisher, visit 
http://rebeccafisherbooks.com. 

President’s
PersPectiVe

Clay Hallmark

Gore

All the Wrong Places
by Rebecca Fisher, Rebecca Fisher Books, 2010

BOOk reView
Jessica Vanderpool

Arkansas Baptist News

Personalizing information in a data-driven world
When you realize how fast the quantity of informa-

tion is growing, you understand the difficulty 
Christian leaders have trying to get people to remem-
ber God’s Word. There are about 540,000 words in 
the English language. That is 
about five times as many as during 
Shakespeare’s day. It is estimated 
that a week’s worth of The New York 
Times contains more information 
than a person in the 18th cen-
tury was likely to come across in a 
lifetime. 

The amount of technical infor-
mation is doubling every two years. For students start-
ing a four-year technical degree, this means half of what 
they learn as freshmen will be outdated by their third 
year of study. 

It took 38 years for radio to reach an audience of 50 
million, television only 13 years and the computer four 

years. But, Apple’s iPod took only three years to reach 
50 million people; Facebook did it in two. In 2006, 2.7 
billion searches a month were performed on Google. 

In America today, 60 percent of the general popu-
lation could not list five of the Ten 
Commandments, and half of all high 
school seniors thought Sodom and 
Gomorrah were married. 

No wonder people are not as inter-
ested in the Bible and church. Many 
never hear about it. There are too many 
things competing for their attention 
and time. This makes it imperative that 

we, as believers, live in a way that draws attention to 
Christ, His goodness and His power to transform lives. 
Personalizing information is one way to make it stand 
out from the mass of data people come in contact with 
daily. Are you allowing Christ to live through you each 
day to draw attention to Himself and His glory?

guest ViewPOint
Steve Baillio

minister of education
First Baptist, Blytheville



Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

DARDANELLE – To some, it was 
just a blanket. But to the team from 
First Baptist Church, Dardanelle, 
it was an answer to 
prayer and a way to 
serve the hurting.

It was late May, 
just a couple of days 
after a deadly tornado 
ripped through Jop-
lin, Mo., and a team 
from First Baptist had 
come to lend a hand 
in the midst of the 
destruction. 

They had brought a 
U-Haul full of bottled 
water, much of which 
had been donated by 
their community, and had deliv-
ered it to three distribution centers. 
Now they were helping victims sort 
through the rubble that had once 
been their homes. At this particular 
location, there was a specific request 
– find the beloved blanket of the ho-
meowner’s little girl. 

Almost an hour went by as team 
members searched.

“It was like looking for a needle 
in a haystack. Nothing looked like 
anything!” exclaimed Chris Weber, 
missions coordinator at First Baptist 
and team leader for trips to Joplin.

As the team was “about to give 
up,” Weber uttered a prayer.

 “I just said, ‘God, there is noth-
ing I can do here for these people. 
All they have asked from me is for 
that blanket. Please, God, I am not 
leaving until I find it.’

“Literally moments after praying 
those words, we lifted a mattress and 
box springs out of the rubble, and 
there it was sandwiched between 
them,” said Weber. “I never knew a 
blanket could bring so many tears.”

In fact, he said the majority of the 
day included “lots of digging, lots 
of praying, lots of crying and hug-
ging.”

And when the team left at the 
end of the day, they felt confident 
they would return. 

That first trip was prompted by 
church member Melinda Adams, 
who stayed in Joplin for the remain-
der of the week after the team left. 
Originally, the church had been 
planning to minister in Alabama 
following the tornado that hit Tus-
caloosa. However, when Joplin was 
nearly destroyed by another torna-
do, Adams contacted Weber about 
shifting their focus to the newly dev-
astated area.

A second team from First Baptist 
traveled to Joplin July 7-9. 

Weber explained it was a fairly 
spontaneous trip, but he was able 
to get in touch with Jon Smith, the 
Baptist Student Union director at 
Missouri Southern State University 
in Joplin, and he gave them a place 
to stay. And then, just hours before 
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deacon Jason Wilkinson. 
Elmore and Wilkinson began 

their ministry after Second Baptist 
fell victim to theft.

The theft occurred on a Satur-
day morning in 2008 while the 
women’s ministry group at the 
church was holding a meeting. A 
few exterior doors were left open, 
allowing a man to enter the church 
building. Among other items, a 
video camera and a computer were 
stolen. A number of the women 
saw the man walking around the 
building but did not question 
him. 

‘Not us!’
“The reaction is to think, ‘This 

doesn’t happen here, so he must 
be all right,’” said Elmore, recount-
ing the events.

Following the theft, Elmore 
and Wilkinson decided to start a 
church security ministry. “We go 
out to churches and talk to them 
about, basically, common sense 
things that most churches don’t 
think about.”

Elmore stresses the importance 
of churches securing themselves 
without silencing the gospel. 

“It’s more preventative medi-
cine, if you want to look at it that 
way. It’s, ‘What can we do to re-
duce the odds of these bad things 
happening at our church without 
harming the message of the gospel 
or our reputation to the public.’ 
It’s a fine line,” he said.

The church security consulting 
ministry has grown mostly by word-
of-mouth. 

“We haven’t tried to bring at-

tention to ourselves,” said Elmore. 
“We don’t charge for this. If we are 
going to a church or association, we 
just ask that you would get us there 
and feed us while we are there.”

Elmore said he and Wilkinson 
are “just attempting to meet needs 
with the skills that God has blessed 
us with.” Both have long been ac-
tive in church; Elmore’s father was 
a Southern Baptist minister when 
he was growing up. They both see 
their newfound church security 
ministry as a blending of their pas-
sions for God and for what is right. 
Both men feel fortunate that their 
schedules usually allow them to 
work within the availabilities of the 
members of the churches they min-
ister to. Elmore said they usually 
hold their meetings on Saturdays.

The men customize curriculum 
specifically for the church or asso-
ciation with which they are work-
ing, in an attempt to provide them 
with practical steps to insure the 
members and church, as a whole, 
are kept from harm.

All types of security
The conference attempts to ad-

dress all forms of church security, 
not just the blatant things, such as 
exterior theft,  said Elmore. 

“In our conferences, we talk 
about financial security. We talk 
about property, the physical build-
ings; we get into insurance and 
other things like that. Then we 
get to the personnel aspect of your 
staff, your children and of corpo-
rate worship.” Elmore said most 
issues churches face seem to stem 
from domestic problems. 

While church security is an issue 
everywhere, Elmore and Wilkinson 
focus their efforts on Arkansas. 

“Every state has different laws 
according to who can do what in a 

church and what constitutes secu-
rity,” said Elmore. “And also, most 
of this is designed for the small 
church. The large churches, the 
mega-churches, all have huge secu-
rity budgets and security on staff, 
or they are getting off-duty local law 
enforcement from the jurisdiction 
in which they live. But the small 
churches don’t have those kinds of 
resources.”

Being a full-time pastor has re-
ally helped him to connect with 
Arkansas churches, Elmore said. 

“At our church, especially, we 
have a whole bunch of walk-up 
benevolence cases, and we have 
a strict way that we go about that 
and giving out benevolence assis-
tance. We talk a lot about that in 
our conference, and we have found 
a lot of churches want to talk about 
that, too, because they have the 
same issues. It just helps to form 
a bond. There are some issues that 
all churches share; all are unique, 
but there are just some things that 
we can all relate to,” he said.

While conferences attempt to 
prepare churches to provide their 
members with a healthy and safe 
environment, Elmore admits, 
“Truthfully, you can’t prevent any-
thing; you can only deter.” 

The best advice Elmore provides 
to churches is to make it difficult 
for criminals to strike. 

“Most criminals or people who 
have bad intentions are opportu-
nistic people, and they don’t want 
to work hard for whatever it is that 
they are trying to achieve,” he said. 
“Anything that you can do to be a 
deterrent is going to help. If they 
come by and think, ‘Oh no, I’ve 
got to do all this,’ then they’ll move 
on to the next target.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

SECURITY
continued from page one

River Valley church lends a hand in Joplin
Pastor says missions ‘spreading like wildfire’

leaving for Joplin, Weber also got in 
contact with a local church through 
which they could work. With that, 
they hit the road with a trailer full 
of supplies. 

“We did a lot of yard work, de-
bris removal, home 
cleanup and some 
light construction,” 
Weber said. “In a 
day and a half, we 
were able to help 
five families at least 
get to where they can 
start the rebuilding 
process.”

Weber explained 
how God put a man 
in their path who 
had no insurance, 
but needed repairs 

done. Weber re-
quested his team be assigned to the 
project, and they were able to serve 
by tearing down siding. Then, team 
member Terry Mitchell learned of 
more work that needed to be done 

at the man’s house, and he stayed 
with some team members to com-
plete it while the rest of the team 
moved to another project.

“And the man that we helped, he 
just touched my heart,” said Mitch-
ell, describing the work they did for 
him and noting the man had on a 
missions-oriented hat.

“I kind of thought, ‘Well, you 
know, this guy, he’s helped a lot 
of people. You know, now we’re 
up here to help him.’ And I don’t 
know; it just touched me,” he ex-
plained.

Weber said they are planning to 
return to Joplin.

“That first trip was all it took,” 
he said. “Our church is 100 per-
cent committed to seeing Joplin 
rebuilt.”

He explained, “Since our first 
trip to Joplin, I have seen a great 
deal of change in our church. The 
pictures and stories have really mo-
tivated our members.”

Pastor Mike Smith said prior to 

several years ago, the church had 
never taken a foreign mission trip. 
But then, they went on mission to 
Nicaragua, followed by trips to Haiti 
and Joplin.

Now, he said the desire to go on 
mission is “spreading like wildfire.”

“The church has just fallen in 
love with missions,” he said, adding 
that “the vision and the passion” for 
missions is “changing our church.”

Even the children have played a 
role, donating more than $2,500 in 
their vacation Bible school penny 
drive for children in Haiti.

“It thrills my heart as a pastor 
because we’re beginning to under-
stand what missions is all about,” 
he said after describing a past Haiti 
trip. “Well, I see them not just giv-
ing money to ease their conscience 
or to meet a goal, but they’re giving 
and they’re going. … They’re giving 
of their finances; they’re giving of 
themselves.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Home of tornado victim.
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Church Building
& Facilities

Calvary building mixes ‘old with the new’

IN SPITE OF tough economic 
times, Arkansas churches are 
building, renovating and up-
dating furnishings in an effort 
to more effectively reach their 
communities for Jesus Christ.

The Arkansas Baptist News 
is launching a new section – 
Church Building & Facili-
ties – which will appear pe-
riodically, highlighting how 
God is leading Arkansas 
churches to find new ways 
to make disciples.

From Calvary Baptist’s 
completely new building 
in Little Rock, to exten-
sive renovation work 
done by First Bap-
tist, Fordyce, you’ll 
find inspiring sto-
ries about the work 
being done – all for 
God’s glory. 

Jenny Redfern
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – A 100-year-old 
bell rings to signal the beginning 
of worship on Sunday morning.  
Members fill the curved pews that 
reflect the arched beams above.  
Organ pipes are on display for all 
to see, and a state-of-the-art sound 
and lighting system enhances the 

worship experience.  
The new sanctuary at Calvary 

Baptist Church, Little Rock, pres-
ents a unique combination of both 
old and new.

Calvary Baptist members real-
ized the need for a new sanctuary 
in 2000. They agreed the building 
was dated and lacked sufficient re-
strooms and space for special wor-
ship services. 

“When the foundation deterio-
rated and began to flood with peri-
odic rains, building a new worship 
center became a necessity,” Calva-
ry Pastor Ed Simpson said.

Additionally, Simpson said the 
building was no longer meeting 
the expectations of guests or the 
church’s ministry objectives.

See CALVARY page 10
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Heartland Playgrounds

For more information, contact Rusty Peoples at 479-769-
0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 or rusty@peopleslandscaping.com

Quality park-playground equipment, surfacing
and shades, free design consultations

Playground, First Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, by Heartland Playgrounds

safetyprogram
your church’sJump-start

SafeChurch® from GuideOne Insurance offers access to the most
comprehensive, in-depth information on church safety topics
that you won’t find anywhere else.

SafeChurch.com offers:
• More than 100

risk management resources;
• Monthly and weekly e-newsletters;
• Customized assessment tools;
• Online training safety videos; and
• Much more!

Call today or visit SafeChurch.com
to learn how you can proactively
protect your church.

FREEaccess forGuideOnecustomers!

Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Mike Russell & Associates, Inc.
AR Ins. Lic. #248273
2701 SE G. Street, Suite #1
Bentonville, AR 72712
P. (877) 715-5336
www.protectmychurch.org

Cassie Franklin
Arkansas Baptist News

FORDYCE – First Baptist Church, 
Fordyce, has undergone a $750,000 
renovation. Pastor Stacy Reed said 
the church launched a capital cam-
paign in June 2010 with the help 
of Denny Wright and the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC). 

Though the campaign began in 
2010, the need for a new facility was 
realized long before that time. “The 
process began about five years earlier 
when a long-range planning commit-
tee was created to study the needs 
for the church five years out, 10 years 
out and further,” said Reed. 

“Each time the committee met 
and tried to start planning, it was 
noted that well before we do any-
thing, this or that needs to be fixed 
and brought up to date.”

With the realization that many 
changes were needed, the committee 
evaluated the facility and determine 
exactly what needed to be repaired. 

“The team decided to do a walk-
through of our facility and identify 
some fixes that needed to be made 
before we began to look too far 
down the road. It was in that pro-
cess that we began to realize how 

meet our needed costs for remod-
eling,” said Reed. “Then a couple 
of weeks later, members turned in 
their pledged giving for the next 
three years to reach our goal at our 
church-wide celebration banquet.”

The staff and committee were 
overwhelmed by the response of 
the pledges. “At the celebration, we 
announced the pledges and were 
amazed at how God had led our 
people to give above their regular 
tithes for this need.”

Through the campaign, the 
church was able to renovate mul-
tiple areas, including the sanctuary. 
The “stage, sound system, choir 
loft, ceiling, pews and floors” were 
all renovated, along with the sanctu-
ary foyer.

Walls and flooring were redone, 
and the men’s and women’s rest-
rooms were expanded in the adult 
education building.

Reed said the youth area was 
made handicap accessible, two 
rooms were expanded, an automatic 
humidifier was installed and the en-
tire building was waterproofed. 

In the children’s area, major ren-
ovations were completed, including 
new restrooms, flooring, walls and 
ceilings. Reed said to create a more 
child-like feel to the area, Christian-
themed murals appropriate for chil-
dren will be completed by the end 
of August.

Additionally, the church’s family 

life center was renovated to include 
new flooring, paint and carpeting. 

While the renovations were going 
on, it was evident to the community 
that things were changing at First 
Baptist. 

“Our community became very 
curious at what was going on at 
First Baptist,” said Reed. 

“Some families joined our church 
during this time because of the ex-
citement around our church and 
what God was doing in the lives of 
our church members.”

The first worship service was 
held in the newly renovated sanctu-
ary in February. “We held our first 
worship service to a packed house 
of close to 400,” Reed said. 

While the church realizes that 
changes needed to be made, they 
are grateful for the opportunity they 
have been given to reach the com-
munity with the new facilities, Reed 
added. 

“Our facilities have given us 
more space and better resources to 
be creative in our ministry, and our 
church continues to grow,” he said.

“I know that the remodeling, 
itself, did not lead to growth, as 
that is the work of the Lord, but 
God used this moment in the life 
of our church to cause us to renew 
our commitment to Him and to the 
work of His church.”

Contact Cassie Franklin at cassie@
arkansasbaptist.org.

First Fordyce undergoes $750,000 renovation
bad our facility had gotten over the 
years,” said Reed. “It was estimated 
that much of our worship space had 
not been touched since it was built 
in the 50s.”

After the walk-through, members 
realized the need and plans were set 
in motion for renovation work. 

“Our committee chair asked a 
construction company he was fa-
miliar with, Hydco, to come and do 
a walk-through with us and put to-
gether some suggestions and bids,” 
said Reed. 

Due in part to the depressed 
economy, church members were 
surprised with the bid. They “tabled 
everything, and prayed and met and 
prayed and met,” said Reed. “Then 
about a year ago, we decided, regard-
less of what the country’s economy 
was doing, if this was God’s will, He 
would see it through.”

The church contacted Wright, 
who serves as the ABSC leadership 
and worship team leader. With the 
convention’s assistance, the church 
launched a “Partners in Purpose” 
campaign.

“Through that campaign, we visit-
ed each church member’s home and 
asked them to pray about what they 
felt led by the Lord to give to help 

A renovated worship center was part of extensive work at First Baptist, Fordyce.
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Not intended as an offer for architectural services where prohibited by state law. 
LifeWay Architecture provides consultation and church growth planning in all fifty 
states and Canada. Architectural services are limited by law to states/jurisdictions 
where LifeWay is currently licensed. Where we are not licensed we can become 
registered or may affiliate with a local architect.
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Proven financial strategies
for the next ministry level
Strategies for:           Campaigns for:
• Stewardship Analysis • New Facilities  • Debt Reduction
• Feasibility Studies  • Major Renovations  • Ministry Expansion
• Improved Giving  • Multiple Venues   

800.251.4220  •  stewardship@lifeway.com  •  www.lifeway.com/cs

We help churches . . .
 build churches
We help you get the building you need for a price you 

can afford. LifeWay Architecture is guided by a 

deep knowledge of worship, preschool, education, 

administration, recreation, fellowship, and other types 

of space for your success. 

615.251.2466
carch@lifeway.com
www.lifeway.com/arch

Jenny Redfern
Arkansas Baptist News

HEBER SPRINGS – After months 
of stops, starts and delays due to 
weather, Heber Springs Baptist 
Church was handed the keys to the 
new family activity center in June 
2010.

Pastor Mike Love said the church 
had been in the planning stages for 
the center since 2004 when they re-
alized the need for additional class-
rooms, a kitchen and fellowship hall 
space.  

In 2006, they made the commit-
ment to start fundraising. After the 
three-year process, the actual build-
ing started in April 2009, through 
the help of architect Rik Sowell and 
contractor NOACON.

That summer and fall it rained 
on and off. Love said the Little Rock 
TV stations reported that it was the 
most rain the area had received in 
many years.

“By the time we finally got to 
pour concrete and begin the fram-
ing, it turned real cold,” he said.  
“It went from wet weather to cold, 
snowy, icy.”

At Heber Springs Baptist Church

New activity center promotes fellowship

WHEN IS THE right time to 
build? Your church should ask the 
following questions before build-
ing:
 Does the church have an ex-

isting recreation program that in-
volves children, youth, adults and 
senior adults?
 Does the church have a full-

time staff person, other than the 
pastor, with recreation program-
ming responsibility?
 Does the church understand 

the additional manpower, both 
volunteer and paid, required for 
proper operation of a facility?
 Does the church have ad-

equate financial resources to per-
petually budget each year for the 
ongoing expenses of church rec-
reation programming, staffing, 
maintenance, equipment, utilities, 
insurance, etc.?
 Does the church have a plan 

for controlling, staffing and main-
taining hours of operation of the 
building?
 Is the current need for a fa-

cility being met by rented or bor-
rowed space from other commu-
nity groups (schools, community 
center, YMCA, etc.)? If so, has the 
use of these been maximized?
 Is there an ample amount of 

good, quality space to meet the 
education, worship and parking 
space needs for all age groups for 
at least the next five years? 
 Does the church own ad-

equate property for expansion of 
worship, education, recreation 

and parking facilities for the fore-
seeable future of the church?
 Does the church have a long-

range master plan for the steward-
ship of all property owned?
 Can the church afford to 

build commercial quality, durable 
construction that fits with other 
buildings on-site and purchase 
heavy-duty furnishings that will 
withstand the recreational use and 
potential abuse of such a facility?
 Does the church recognize 

that a recreation building alone 
will not make it grow or be more 
evangelistic?

If the answer to all of these 
questions is yes, go full speed 
ahead. You are a good candidate 
for a church recreation or multi-
purpose facility. If the answer to 
even one of these questions is no, 
the church should do one of the 
following:

1. Reconsider building a church 
recreation facility until these issues 
have been addressed.

2. Plan to address them in the 
early planning stages of the proj-
ect.

For more information about 
master planning and building de-
sign contact LifeWay Church Re-
sources at 615-251-2466.

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention offers help to church-
es that want to more effectively use 
existing space and plan for growth. 
For more information, contact 
Lynn Riley at 800-838-2272, ext. 
5132, or lriley@absc.org.

Church building checklist

“For our childcare area, we were able 
to make the toilet areas safe rooms, 
so we are able to get our children 
in there if there is a threat of tor-
nado.”

Love said the family activity cen-
ter has benefited several areas of the 
church’s ministry.

The childcare ministry, which 
takes care of bed babies, provides 
a pre-kindergarten curriculum and 
offers a before-and-after-school pro-
gram, reaps many of these benefits.

The new kitchen allows the 
church to prepare hot meals and 
snacks for the children so parents 
do not have to pack sack lunches. 
The basketball court also provides a 
game room where the children can 
play when the weather is too hot, 
cold or rainy.

The basketball court functions in 
many other roles. The whole church 
is now able to gather for fellowships 
to meet or eat, Love said.  It also has 
the AWANA game court mapped 
out on the floor for Wednesday 
nights, as well as serves as a place for 
fall festivals and other major events.

Contact Jenny Redfern at jenny@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

The rainy weather let up in the 
early part of 2010, and the building 
started up again in February at top 
speed.  

“They were able to get a lot of 
work done in a short amount of 
time,” Love said. “Overall, we were 
delayed about two months.”

The $950,000 building holds 

eight classrooms, a childcare office, 
a commercial kitchen, a small din-
ing room and a basketball court.

The center features two bath-
rooms that also serve as safe rooms 
during bad weather.

“Our sanctuary is a metal build-
ing, and tornados do a lot of dam-
age to metal buildings,” Love said. 

The Heber Springs Baptist Church family activity center includes classrooms and a kitchen.

✔
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The actual vote to build came in 
2009, after years of research, plan-
ning and town hall meetings.  Decid-
ing to build during a low-point in 
the economy was one of the church’s 
biggest challenges.

“It was a huge step of faith, which 
now is viewed as a wise move,” Simp-
son said.  “An 85 percent approval 
was required in order to build. The 
vote was 91 percent in favor.”

The $4.9 million building took 
16 months to build. Al-
most a year and a half 
later, the debt stands at 
$3.9 million.

“Giving has been 
generous, despite the 
tough economy,” Simp-
son said.

The new sanctu-
ary is what Simpson 
calls a “beautiful tra-
ditional design.” The 
17,500-square-foot build-
ing is largely dedicated to worship 

and seats 600 people. Additional 
rooms allow for fellow-
ship, teaching, weddings 
and storage.

The exterior is made 
of brick, wood and stone, 
while the interior is con-
structed of large wooden 
beams, a wooden ceiling 
and oak trim. 

Although the new 
sanctuary has only 
been in use about three 
months, Simpson said 

it has already made a huge impact 

in the community. Calvary Baptist 
has seen new guests almost every 
Sunday, and the worship services 
are “more engaging and inviting,” 
Simpson explained.

“A building is merely a tool to 
help the believers, the real church, 
reach more people,” he said. “Our 
desire is to offer an open door, al-
lowing those outside the church to 
find their way to Christ and our 
people to find their way into their 
hearts.”

Contact Jenny Redfern at jenny@
arkansasbaptist.org.

CALVARY
continued from page 7

Construction Sales Co., Inc.
800-526-9663 glulam@sbcglobal.net  Magnolia, Ark.

Serving Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Oklahoma and Tennessee since 1985

FREE DESIGN 
FOR CHURCHES

Ask about 
a discount!!

Baptistries Steeples
Laminated Wood Arches, Beams and Decking 

Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, steeple 
and interior recently built by Construction 
Sales Co., Inc. 

Stained glass window over 
Calvary’s entrance

Calvary Baptist
stained glass

Congratulations to the congregation of Calvary Baptist Church on the completion of 
your new worship center! It has been an honor to partner with you again.

12600 Lawson Rd. • Little Rock • (501) 225-7606 
3803 Kelley Av. • Springdale • (479) 751-8606

WWW.KINCOCONSTRUCTORS.COM

Calvary Baptist Church,  
Little Rock
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Award Winning!

HealthGrades
Outstanding 
Patient 
Experience 
Award™ 2011

Top 5%
of hospitals 
nationwide! 

Third consecutive
year recipient!

3024 Stadium, Jonesboro, AR • 870-972-7000 • neabaptist.com

- THREE YEARS IN A ROW -

Jenny Redfern
Arkansas Baptist News

CROSSETT – “When I look at you, 
I see forgiveness, I see the truth,” 
sings Miley Cyrus as the credits roll 
at the end of the 2010 film “The 
Last Song.” The lyrics are 
from her single, “When 
I Look at You,” from the 
album “The Time of Our 
Lives,” released in 2009.

On August 25, 2011, 
Alex Edmonds of First Bap-
tist Church, Crossett, will 
release her rendition of the 
song to Christian radio.

The 21-year-old does not 
claim to be a Cyrus fan, 
but after hearing the lyrics 
to this song, she said she knew it 
had to be about more than just a 
person.

“We all deal with different strug-
gles, but if we can put ourselves be-
fore God, He is faithful to take care 
of them,” she said. “Our problems 
kind of melt away, and that’s what 
this song is really about.”

The new single will not be the 
first time Edmonds has received 
radio play, but she said it is by far 
her favorite and the most personal 
single she has released. 

JONESBORO – NEA Baptist Me-
morial Hospital has been awarded 
its third consecutive Outstand-
ing Patient Experience Award by 
HealthGrades, an independent 
health care ratings organization.

NEA Baptist is only one of four 
hospitals in Arkansas to receive the 
honor, ranking it among the top 5 
percent of hospitals 
in the nation for 
patient experience, 
according to Health-
Grades. The ranking 
is based on patients’ 
responses to the an-
nual Hospital Con-
sumer Assessment of Healthcare 
Providers and Systems survey. 

“We believe when patients 
choose to come to our facility, we 
have a duty to provide them with 
the very best care possible,” said 
Al Brodell, NEA Baptist’s direc-
tor of rehabilitation services, who 
spearheads the hospital’s patient 
satisfaction efforts. “Our admin-
istrative team, our directors and 
managers, our front line staff and 
support personnel all understand 
that patient satisfaction comes 
from quality care.”  

Brodell said NEA Baptist staff 
invest time and energy in various 
patient satisfaction initiatives, from 
setting high standards for care to 
visiting patients. He added that a 
team of employees is charged with 
ensuring everyone in the hospital 

adheres to the principles of Service 
First, which is designed to encour-
age employees to make patients 
and their needs a priority.

“Our Service First committee 
oversees these initiatives and works 
to ensure we give quality care using 
evidence-based practices and tech-
niques. Our administration team 

visits patients daily, 
and staff visit pa-
tients every hour,” 
said Brodell. “Sim-
ply put, we strive to 
satisfy every patient 
at every interaction 
every time.”

NEA Baptist is a 100-bed facility 
in Jonesboro affiliated with both 
Baptist Memorial Health Care and 
NEA Baptist Clinic, with services 
that include cancer, emergency, 
neurology, radiology and surgery.

The hospital’s Women’s Center 
offers labor and delivery services, 
in addition to childbirth and 
breastfeeding classes. The Heart 
Center offers interventional car-
diology, cardiac rehabilitation and 
chest pain emergency care, among 
other services. 

NEA Baptist Health System, 
which comprises NEA Baptist 
and NEA Baptist Clinic, is in the 
process of building a new medical 
campus that will include a new hos-
pital and patient clinic. For more 
information about NEA Baptist, 
visit www.neabaptist.com.

Crossett Baptist woman records song
Her record “The Blue EP” de-

buted nationwide in January 2010, 
and her songs have been featured on 
many stations in the United States 
and around the world. Currently, 
Edmonds is busy booking dates for 
her fall 2011 tour and writing songs 

for her 2012 album. 
“I haven’t recorded 

anything I’ve written 
yet,” she said. “But I’m 
really ready to do a new 
album and start a plat-
form for teenage girls 
and the problems we 
have with self-esteem.”

Edmonds said she 
was excited about writ-
ing songs about her past 
that were more relatable 

to this target audience.
Edmonds’ parents divorced when 

she was age 3, and her mother re-
married five times. She remembers 
rarely seeing her father and her 
mother working long days at the 
local mill to support her and her 
siblings. 

“From that, there were a lot of 
neglect issues,” Edmonds said. 
“But the absence of a loving family 
at home brought me closer to my 
church family and closer to God.”

Edmonds accepted Christ as her 

Savior at age 9 at vacation Bible 
school.

The next several years, Edmonds 
became more involved in music 
through the church and with the 
support of her grandmother and 
family. She sang in the children’s 
choir and the youth praise band.

It was during those teenage years 
she began to struggle with stress and 
low self-esteem. After the death of 
her great-grandmother and cousin, 
two of her favorite people in the 
world, Edmonds hit a low point.

After church camp one summer, 
Edmonds felt like God was telling 
her He had to break her before He 
could use her. The new understand-
ing transformed her into a com-
pletely different person, she said.

“I feel like He’s let me break, and 
it’s brought me closer to Him so I’m 
ready to use my testimony and my 
life to help others,” she added.

Edmonds said it was experiencing 
this connection during performing 
with the praise band that drew her 
to the ministry side of music.

“I remember nights after the 
band would sing people coming up 
and saying they felt God speaking 
through my voice,” said Edmonds. 
“I was in awe, and I just remember 
thinking, ‘Is this really what you 

want me to do, Lord?’”
Edmonds was performing a solo 

in the Christmas program at her 
church in 2008 when Christian re-
cording artist Jim Murphy heard her 
sing for the first time.

“The very first thing I thought 
when I heard her sing was, ‘Wow, 
she’s definitely got something really 
special with her voice,’” Murphy 
said. 

Murphy said he worked with her, 
recording songs in his home studio, 
but soon realized she needed a big-
ger platform. He helped sign her on 
with Mission House Music, and she 
released her  first EP in 2009. The 
two now tour together.

To this day, Edmonds said she 
is still reminded of Matthew 6:33, 
“Seek the kingdom of God above 
all else, and live righteously, and He 
will give you everything you need.”

“He had to let me break before 
He could use me,” she said. “And 
from that experience, I’ll always 
know and be able to testify that in 
a time when it seems Jesus is all you 
have, you realize that He’s all you 
truly need.” 

Learn more about Alex Edmonds 
at www.arkansasbaptist.org.

Contact Jenny Redfern at jenny@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Edmonds

NEA Baptist Memorial Hospital 
receives top 5 percent award

Deaundra Waddell
Baptist Memorial 

Health Care

BaPtist HealtH



MEMBERS OF Briarwood Baptist 
Church, Cabot, planted a garden 
this spring as a way to reach out to 
the community. Church member 
Wayne Jenkins was instrumental 
in beginning the project, said Fred 
Reddoch, Briarwood’s pastor.

“(Jenkins) told me he wants ‘to 
use the earthly harvest of the garden 
to produce a heavenly harvest for the 
kingdom of God,’” said Reddoch. 
“We plan to use the Briarwood gar-
den to bless our own church mem-
bers, but also to bless those outside 
the church.”

He said vegetables grown will sup-
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Briarwood Baptist gardens for Christ

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church of Charleston has begun 
the search for a full-time pastor. Charleston is 
located 20 miles east of Fort Smith. We are looking 
for a man to lead our loving congregation in our 
beautiful town. A student pastor and secretary are 
on staff at this time. Please send resumes to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 297, Charleston, AR 72933, 
Attn: Pastor Search Committee. Or send email to da-
monmckenzie@fbccharleston.com. 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time pastor or an interim pas-
tor to fulfill that office in a godly manner, upholding 
God’s Word, as it is written, and can minister to the 
needs of the church. Contact Fred Goshen at fredn-
bea@suddenlink.net.

Philadelphia Baptist Church of Jonesboro, Ark., is 
seeking a senior pastor. Please send resumes to 
pastorsearchpbc@gmail.com or mail to Philadelphia 
Baptist Church, 620 W. Philadelphia Rd., Jonesboro, 
AR 72401, Attn: Barry Bryant.

Cherry Street Baptist Church is currently seek-
ing a pastor. CSBC is located in Clarksville, Ark., 
a city of 9,600 residents in Johnson County, where 
over 19,000 people reside. We have a loving, Christ-
centered congregation and a beautiful sanctuary 
with a Sunday morning attendance of over 40. Our 
sanctuary accommodates approximately 250. We 
also have many classrooms to accommodate growth. 
The pastor’s salary is $40,000, plus a two-bedroom 
parsonage located next to CSBC. The University of 
Ozarks and downtown Clarksville are three blocks 

We have 19 pews, 11 feet in length, with cush-
ions. Asking $100 each OBO. Contact 501.592.3787 
if interested.

FBC, Pea Ridge, has an opening for a part-time 
children’s ministry position. For more informa-
tion, email jobs@prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192.

Traditional, conservative, growing Southern 
Baptist church in Memphis, Tenn., metropolitan area 
seeks minister of youth and recreation. Send 
resume by July 31 to Personnel, Covenant Baptist 

Church, P.O. Box 1165, Collierville, TN 38027-1165. 
First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-

time or full-time music minister. Send re-
sume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, AR 
72024.

Area Baptist church located in Garland County 
is seeking a part-time secretary to work 20 
hours per week. This position performs a multi-
tude of clerical and light bookkeeping duties while 
maintaining absolute confidentiality. The successful 
candidate will be proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel 
and Publisher. We offer a smoke-free workplace with 
a family environment. The work schedule is flexible. 
However, it may require being available Sundays and 
Wednesdays. Starting pay is $8.25 per hour. Resumes 
and a cover letter should be submitted by close of 
business August 31, 2011 to Search Committee, 110 
Cordova Dr. Suite C-1, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909; 
scsboone@aol.com.

First Baptist Church of Kearney, Mo., is receiving 
resumes and recommendations for the full-time 
position of associate pastor for youth min-
istry. The position will include secondary respon-
sibilities, based on the individual’s giftedness. Send 
information to Dr. Ken Parker, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, 303 S. Grove Street, Kearney, MO 64060 or 
kparker@kearneyfbc.com.

Central Baptist Church in Pine Bluff, Ark., is seek-
ing a full-time worship pastor. We are seeking 
a man that can lead in a variety of worship styles. We 
are seeking a man that can lead our people to live a 
life of worship as we seek to reach our community 
and beyond. Send resumes to P.O. Box 20336, White 

from CSBC. Staff includes a part-time secretary, 
nursery worker and custodian. We are praying for a 
God-called pastor who is willing to follow the lead 
of the Holy Spirit in a variety of possible ministries. 
Send resumes to P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 
or dstandri@suddenlink.net, or call Dennis at 479-
754-8299.

Small central Arkansas church is seeking bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume to Maddox Road 
Baptist Church, Pastor Search Team, P.O. Box 6055, 
Jacksonville, AR 72078.

Tate Springs Baptist Church, located in Arlington, 
Texas, is a multi-generational, conservative Southern 
Baptist church looking for a senior pastor who can 
operate in a team approach with pastoral staff. Our 
total Sunday morning attendance is 600-650. Please 
forward resume to Terry Jeffries, pastor of administra-
tion, at terry@tatesprings.com or directly to the pulpit 
committee at pastorsearch@tatesprings.com.

First Baptist Church, Winslow, Ark., is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. We will accept resumes 
until Aug. 10, 2011. Please send to Pastoral Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 200, Winslow 
AR 72959.

Hall, AR 71612, or email to cbcpastor@cablelynx.
com.

First Baptist Church of Paris, Ark., is seeking a 
full- or part-time youth minister. Send re-
sumes to “Personnel Committee” at P.O. Box 567, 
Paris, AR 72855 or to jshearhart@parisfbc.com by 
Aug. 1. Please indicate on resume the desire for the 
full- or part-time position.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 
Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, 
AR 72132. 501-397-2576 or 870-536-4109.

Marshall Road Baptist Church is interviewing for 
the position of bi-vocational youth director. 
Call 501-982-4564, ext. 22, or email at sammons2@
comcast.net.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

Full-time position for worship leader/
education/senior adults. If interested, please 
send resume to 501 North Main Street, Fordyce, AR 
71742, Attn: Search Committee.

Growing church with exciting potential seek-
ing bi-vocational minister of music/youth 
pastor. Please send resume to Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Attention: Pastor George Spears, 2201 S. 
Dallas Street, Fort Smith, AR 72901. You can see our 
Web page at www.immanuelbaptistfs.org.

ABCHomes is an agency of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention and is compliant with
 Section 504 of the Rehab Act of 1973.

Positions 
AvAilAble

 
  

 

Houseparents receive: salary, 
housing, life and medical insurance, 
annuity, paid leave and training. 
Houseparents give: love, direction, 
hope, supervision and care. Contact 
Charles Flynn at 800-838-2272, ext. 
5167 or cflynn@abchomes.org

 Houseparent couples
 n Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children, 

Monticello
n Boys Ranch, Harrison

Relief housemother
n Emergency Shelter, 

Judsonia

plement the church’s food pantry 
ministry, as well as be given to visi-
tors and shut-ins.

Jenkins said it was during a spiri-
tual gifts class he discovered his “gift 
was probably in the field of service.” 
After some thought, he realized he 
enjoyed gardening and often gave 
away his produce. That’s when he 
thought about using unused land at 
the church for the garden. 

“It’s a way to involve your youth, 

and it’s a way to involve your se-
niors,” he said. “So many projects 
within a church seem to be geared 
for people 20, 30 and 40 years old. 
This thing here, it’s geared for all 
age groups because … I can use 
them from 5 years old all the way 
up to 90.”

Jenkins said he hopes other 
churches with vacant land will con-
sider using it for something like a 
garden. 

“Because you’re not going to ruin 
your land,” he explained. “If your 
church grows so big that you’ve got 
to have that land for the parking or 
something, pave it.”

Reddoch noted, “We have a lot of 
excitement for the garden and how 
our Lord will use it to be a bless-
ing.” 

For more information on start-
ing a garden for outreach, contact 
Jenkins at 501-529-0226.
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CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com
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The 40th year of TRUTH will be celebrated with an 
amazing tour beginning this fall.

Songs that defined the generation 
who grew up with TRUTH will be 
introduced to a new generation of 
listeners, and the powerful message of 
the gospel will be shared with all who 
listen.

Admission is free and a love offering will 
be taken. Make plans now to attend!

Truth 40th Anniversary Tour
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock

Sunday, Aug. 14, 2011    6 p.m.

Christian recording group reunion tour comes to Arkansas

Carpenter

Call Toll Free: 800.370.6180

Visit www.carpenterbus.com to
see over 100 New & Used Buses In Stock.
We buy buses and welcome Trade-Ins.

Clearance Sale!
Call for a complete

list of our
Best Priced Buses!

BUSSALES
going the extra mile since 1953

First Baptist Church, Green For-
est, ordained Luke Stockeland to the 
gospel ministry June 26. 

CALLED TO TEACH, a work-
shop for educators, is set for July 
28 at Fellowship Bible Church, Lit-
tle Rock, and will feature Virginia 
educators Ray Moore and Scott 
Habeeb. It is sponsored by Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock; Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock; The Church 

at Rock Creek, Little Rock; and 
Fellowship Bible Church. The 
event will teach attendees about 
living out their faith in the pub-
lic school classroom and allow 
them to network with each other. 
For more information, visit www.
nehemiahnetwork.org/called-to-
teach2.

Called to Teach workshop set

Tommy Cunningham, pastor of 
Mountain Home Baptist Church, 
Mountain Home, will hold a book 
signing for his autobiography, “The 
Preacher,” Aug. 14 from 2-4 p.m. at 
Mountain Home Baptist. Copies of 
“The Preacher” will be available for 
purchase.

Central Baptist Church, Bald 
Knob, will host the Fishers of Men 
Retreat 2011 at the Norfork River 
Resort in Norfork Aug. 19-21. It will 

Church life

J.C. Myers, 87, of North Little 
Rock, died June 20. Myers gradu-
ated from Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity and Luther Rice Seminary, 
Jacksonville, Fla. He served as pastor 
of several Arkansas Baptist churches, 
including Rosedale Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and First Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock. Myers 
was a member of Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock. He is 
survived by his wife, Margaret; one 
brother; one son; one daughter; one 
grandson; three granddaughters; 
two great-granddaughters; and two 
great-grandsons. Funeral services 
were held at Griffin Leggett-Rest 
Hills Funeral Home in North Little 
Rock June 24. 

Klois L. Hargis, 89, of Ham-
burg, died June 27. He held degrees 
from Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia and Southwestern Bap-

Obituaries include services led by evangelist 
Jack Daniels and a guided trout fish-
ing trip. For more information, call 
Jamie McAnelly at 501-230-4397.

First Baptist Church, Rector, 
will celebrate its 125th anniver-
sary Sept. 4 with a worship service 
at 10:15 a.m. Former friends and 
members are invited to attend.

Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, will host a “Salt & 
Light” workshop Aug. 27. Brought 
by Christian Financial Principles in 
Hot Springs and Liberty Counsel, it 
will feature Scott Dixon, a constitu-
tional attorney who will be inform-
ing attendees of their rights and 
privileges in the public schools. Call 
Liberty Counsel at 800-671-1776 to 
register and get your ticket.

Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, will host The 
American Cancer Society Relay For 
Life-Walking By Faith fundraiser, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. Aug. 12 and end-
ing at 6 a.m. Aug. 13. 

tist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. He served as a South-
ern Baptist pastor for more than 60 
years in Oklahoma and Arkansas, 
including as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Hamburg. He is survived 
by his wife, Margie; a son; two grand-
children; two great-grandchildren; 
and multiple nieces and nephews. 
Funeral services were held at First 
Baptist Church, Hamburg, June 29.

Euna Faye Macks, 66, of Moun-
tain Home, died June 7. On Aug. 
4, 1967, she was married to Manuel 
Macks, pastor of Arkana Baptist 
Church, Mountain Home. She was 
active within the church and associa-
tion, including Woman’s Missionary 
Union and vacation Bible school. 
She also served on various commit-
tees, volunteered with the Red Cross 
in New Orleans and had 37 years of 
perfect Sunday school attendance. 
She is survived by her husband, one 
son, two grandchildren, four sisters, 

one brother and many other rela-
tives and friends. Funeral services 
were held at Arkana Baptist Church 
June 10. 

Milestones
Clarence Guest, member of First 

Baptist Church, Marvell, recently 
received the Silver Star for his ser-
vice in Vietnam. U.S. Senator Mark 
Pryor, who pinned the Silver Star 
on Guest, said President Nixon had 
ordered that Guest be awarded the 
Silver Star in March 1971, but the 
award had never been presented due 
to an administrative oversight.

Ordinations

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST State 
Convention-sponsored literacy 
missions workshop, scheduled for 
Aug. 12-13 at Baring Cross Baptist 
Church, Sherwood, has been re-
scheduled for Oct. 28-29. The two-

day conference, which will still be 
held at Baring Cross, will begin at 2 
p.m. Oct. 28 and conclude at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 29. For more information, con-
tact Breck Freeman or Oleta Raines 
at 800-838-2272, ext. 5150.

Literacy workshop rescheduled



There are about 40 “one another” 
passages in the New Testament, 

ranging from “forgive one another” 
to “submit to one another.” These 
passages were rel-
evant 2,000 years 
ago, and they still 
apply to us as we 
endeavor to be 
Christ’s body in a 
dark world. 
“Love one an-

other” is the most 
frequently repeat-
ed “one another” 
commandment. 
It is found five times, underscoring 
that our lives must be characterized 

by authentic love for each other.
I am always happy to see people 

who witness for Christ via bumper 
stickers, but let me give a word of 

warning to those 
who use such 
witnessing tools: 
Don’t negate 
them by driv-
ing like a ma-
niac! Last week, 
I was almost run 
over by a trucker 
whose bumper 
sticker invited me 
to “Follow him to 

(blank) Baptist Church.”
Bumper stickers, T-shirts, and 

other witnessing items are great, 
but your best witness is having a lov-
ing heart. If the people of the world 
could see us genuinely in love with 
Jesus and each other, they would 
beat a path to our church doors. 

On the night before His crucifix-
ion, Jesus gives last minute instruc-
tions to His disciples (John 13:34-
35). He knows that they are about 
to face the greatest challenge of 
their lives, and He gives one guaran-
teed way to demonstrate their rela-
tionship to Him – genuine love for 
each other. The Greek word used 
here (and in 1 John) is “agape.” It 
refers to loving someone in spite of 
his or her flaws and faults. That is 

how God loves us, and that’s how 
we ought to love each other.

The absence of love (1 John 
3:10b-12): Cain is an example of 
how not to act. He killed his brother 
in the Bible’s first recorded act of vi-
olence. Keep in mind that murder is 
not always physical. It is possible to 
kill the person within the person.

The application of love (1 John 
3:16-18): Love is best demonstrated 
in a life of service to others. It is a 
lifestyle, not a slogan.

The archetype of love (1 John 
4:7-13, 19): God is the supreme 
model of love. We must follow His 
example as best we can until He 
calls us home.

The remnant in Judah asked 
Jeremiah to pray on whether 

they should stay in the land or go to 
Egypt (Jer. 42:1-3). They promised 
to obey whatever the Lord said (Jer. 
42:6). After 10 days of prayer, Jer-
emiah told the people that the Lord 
wanted them to stay in the land 
under His protection (Jer. 42:10). 
They were told not to be afraid of 
the king of Babylon (Jer. 42:11). 
They were also given explicit warn-
ing not to go to Egypt (Jer. 42:19). 

Jeremiah was accused of speak-
ing falsely (Jer. 43:2). The remnant 
had already made up their minds 
and were on their way to Egypt (Jer. 

41:17-18). Asking Jeremiah to pray 
was only pretense. They had no in-
tentions in following orders. 

Obedience is a mark of maturity 
in the life of the believer. The Lord 
places great value on obedience, 
even above sacrifice (1 Sam. 15:22). 
Obedience is an outward expression 
of our worship (John 14:15).

We can express our obedience in 
several ways. First, we need a hun-
ger to know God’s Word. If we are 
going to be obedient, we need to 
know what the He has commanded. 
Whether you read the Bible from a 
worn leather bound volume, Kindle 
or Nook, God’s commandments 

never change. Culture, customs and 
technologies are constantly chang-
ing, but God’s Word never changes 
(Isa. 40:8; 1 Pet. 
1:25). 

Secondly, we 
should have a de-
sire to live righ-
teous lives. To be 
righteous is to for-
sake sin, lust and 
the evil things of 
the world and live 
right before the 
Lord (Titus 2:11-12; 1 Pet. 1:15-16). 

Lastly, we need to be receptive to 
receiving constant direction from 

the Lord. We need the Holy Spirit 
to guide us, remind us, correct us 
and help us to understand the di-

rection the Lord 
wants us to go (Psa. 
25:4-5). 

We need to 
know God’ s 
commands and 
keep them (Luke 
11:28). God would 
never command 
us to do some-
thing we could 

not do. Obedience is always 
possible anywhere and in  
any situation.
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The Rechabites were the descen-
dants of Jehonadab, the son of 

Rechab (2 Kings 10). They were not 
ethnic Jews, but they lived among 
the Israelites and were faithful to 
the Lord. Jehonadab forbid his de-
scendants to drink wine, farm or 
live in cities. The Rechabites were 
faithful to these rules for nearly 250 
years. The Lord used the Rechabites 
as an object lesson for Judah. 

The Lord told Jeremiah to gather 
the Rechabites in a room of the 
temple and instructed him to offer 
them wine (Jer. 35:2). Although a 
prophet was commanding them to 
drink the wine, the Rechabites re-
fused to break their vow (Jer. 35:6).  

Note the contrast between the 
Rechabites’ faithfulness and the 
faithlessness of Judah. The Re-
chabites were faithful to a man (Jer. 
35:14). Judah had not been faithful 
to the Lord their God (Jer. 35:15). 
Jehonadab was a fallible leader, 
but Judah’s leader was the infal-
lible God. The restrictions placed 
on the Rechabites were temporal. 
The commands of God had tem-
poral and eternal consequences. 
The Rechabites were faithful to 
these commands for more than 200 
years, while Judah constantly dis-
obeyed the Lord (Jer. 35:16). The 
Rechabites would be rewarded for 
staying true, whereas Judah would 

be punished (Jer. 35:17-19).
This past March my wife and 

I were part of a medical missions 
team in Armenia. 
The host Baptist 
church in Armenia 
was phenomenal. 
It was not because 
there were so many 
workers in the 
church that they 
had to create min-
istry positions for 
those who wanted 
to serve, but be-
cause of their faithfulness. Some 
of the church members were driv-
ing two and three hours to moun-

tain villages to start Bible studies 
and to do evangelism without any 
compensation. The church was al-

ways full of people 
doing ministry. 
To these believers, 
being faithful was 
a natural outflow 
of who they were 
in Christ. 

God is faithful, 
and He expects 
His people to be 
faithful. As Chris-
tians, it should be 

our life goal to hear the Lord’s com-
mendation, “Well done, my good 
and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21).

exPlOre tHe BiBle

august 7, 2011
Gerald Nash  

member
Second Baptist Church, Conway

Scripture passage:
Jeremiah 35

Stay true

Follow orders

exPlOre tHe BiBle

august 14, 2011
Gerald Nash

member 
Second Baptist Church, Conway

Scripture passages:
Jeremiah 42-43

Greg Bowers
pastor  

First Baptist Church, Blytheville

Scripture passage:
John 13:34-35; 

1 John 3:10b-12, 16-18, 4:7-13, 19

BiBle studies FOr liFe

august 7, 2011

More than bumper stickers

Irina Porchek has lived in the 
same house in the Ukraine for 

70 years. During World War II, she 
came home one 
night to find a big 
hole in the floor 
of her bedroom. 
Assuming it was a 
sinkhole, she had 
it repaired and 
thought nothing 
else about it. Fifty 
years later, work-
ers who were lay-
ing new phone 
lines under her house brought some 
distressing news. They’d found a 
huge bomb! The hole Irina had cov-

ered up was from an errant German 
bomb. She had slept over it for 50 
years, blissfully unaware of its poten-

tial damage.
Some people 

sleep with some-
thing even more 
destructive – a 
heart full of bitter-
ness and an unwill-
ingness to forgive 
someone who has 
hurt them. It af-
fects a person phys-
ically, emotionally 

and socially, but most importantly, 
it affects them spiritually. An indi-
vidual will never enjoy the abun-

dant life promised by Jesus until he 
or she learns to forgive.

In Colossians 3, Paul commands 
that we dress for success, spiritual 
success. We must clothe ourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humil-
ity, gentleness, patience and forgive-
ness. He commands that we for-
give in the same way that God has 
forgiven us. Forgiving us cost God 
more than we will ever be able to 
comprehend. We pile on more hurt 
when we refuse to forgive our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.

Forgiving someone is not the 
same as excusing someone. For 
example, if you are the victim of a 
crime, you probably need to press 

charges and let the justice system do 
its work. You can forgive and still 
allow for justice. You forgive primar-
ily for your sake, not someone else’s 
sake.

In Philemon, Paul speaks of for-
giveness as acceptance. Onesimus, a 
former slave, had escaped but had 
become a Christian while living on 
the lam. He becomes a great help to 
Paul. Paul insists that he return to 
his owner, but Paul writes Philemon 
in order to plead for mercy and ac-
ceptance, rather than vengeance as 
permitted by the law. Forgiving a 
brother or sister in Christ includes 
willingness to fellowship with them 
and to serve God alongside them.

The corrosive cancer of unforgiveness

Greg Bowers
pastor

First Baptist Church, Blytheville

Scripture passage:
Colossians 3:12-13; Philemon 1:8-22

BiBle studies FOr liFe

august 14, 2011



Acts 1:8 
One Day 

Mission Trip
Saturday, Oct. 1

Ouachita Baptist Association
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

         Cost: $10 (includes lunch)
Deadline to register: Sept. 9

Late registration: Sept. 16
(Any registrations received after Sept. 9 will receive 

confirmation and information by email only.)   

Ministry Opportunities include prayerwalking, children’s activi-
ties, senior adult ministry, home repairs/painting, health clinics, 

youth sports camps, evangelistic team, yard work team, children’s 
fishing derby, block parties/concerts and cowboy ministries.

For information, go to www.absc.org, or call Breck  or Oleta, toll-free in state, 800-
838-2272, or in Little Rock, 501-376-4791, ext. 5150. A ministry of the Cooperative 

Program and Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions offering.

Mail to: Acts 1:8 Mission Trip, Missions Ministries Team, ABSC, 10 
Remington Dr., Little Rock AR 72204 by Sept. 9. (Copy & complete 
this form for each person attending.) Make check payable to 
ABSC or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5150 with credit card information. 

Your name________________________________ Phone #__________________ 
E-mail _________________________________ Cell #______________________
Mailing address _________________________________City ________________
Zip_______ Church________________________ Age if under 18 _____________
Team choices (must list 3 in case first choices are full): 
1st choice_____________  2nd choice _____________ 3rd choice ____________
Special skills:_______________________________________________________ 
Amount enclosed $_______________ Questions?__________________________

STATEWIDE

Donate on line at www.abchomes.org,
 or call Stella Prather, 800-838-2272, ext. 5168
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FBC, Dardanelle, members 
serve in Joplin and share 
their love of missions.

Arkansas pastor and 
police officer discusses 
church security.

Joplin missionsChurch security
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Fellowship Baptist 
ministers through 
sports camps

The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Sturgis rally goal: plant church for bikers
STURGIS, S.D. (BP) – After this year’s Sturgis Mo-

torcycle Rally, Baptists in the Dakotas want to birth a 
church.

“We would like to have a church planter and core 
group in place in the Black Hills by the end of this 
year,” said Garvon Golden, interim executive director 
of the Dakota Baptist Convention.

“What we envision is that this would be the first of 
many churches across the Dakotas and beyond started 
as a result of what we do here at Sturgis the first week 
of August each year.”

Dakota Baptists’ evangelism ministry at Sturgis in-
volves about 250 volunteers from across the country 
who share their faith at the annual gathering of about 
500,000 bikers and biker-wannabes – arguably the 
largest motorcycle event in the world.

Volunteers are trained in giving 3-minute testimo-
nies of the change God has made in their lives to “the 
affinity group we call ‘bikers,’” as Golden put it. Any-
one at Sturgis willing to listen then can enter a draw-
ing for a brand-new Harley-Davidson motorcycle.

‘Cru’ is new name for Campus Crusade 
FT. COLLINS, Colo. (BP) – Campus Crusade for 

Christ has announced it is ditching its name in the 
United States for a new, simplified one – Cru.

The old name is being shirked for a new one be-
cause, as Campus Crusade for Christ said in its press 
release, the ministry hopes to “overcome existing bar-
riers and perceptions inherent in the original name.”

One contention with the old name is the word 
“crusade.” It no longer carries the same reputation it 
did when the organization was founded by Bill and 
Vonette Bright in 1951. 

For some, in a post-9/11 world “crusade” conjures 

up thoughts of jihad or of the Holy Wars of the 12th 
and 13th centuries. 

“Cru” is a nickname frequently used throughout its 
campus ministries since the mid-90s.

Although “Cru” may not seem far from “crusade,” 
Campus Crusade for Christ has field tested the new 
name since the 1990s and has found no negative con-
notation with the ministry’s future name. In contrast, 
the name “Campus Crusade for Christ” has caused 
some people to lose interest in the ministry’s message, 
the organization says.

Pastor must recant or face execution
WASHINGTON (BP) – Iranian pastor Yousef 

Nadarkhani faces execution unless he renounces his 
faith in Christ, a written verdict from the country’s 
supreme court has confirmed.

Baptist Press reported July 8 that Christians in 
Iran were challenging news reports that Nadarkhani’s 
death penalty had been annulled. The Christian Soli-
darity Worldwide (CSW) human rights organization 
reported July 14 that the court’s written verdict had 
been released, confirming that Nadarkhani faces ex-
ecution unless he renounces his faith.

The original verdict on charges of apostasy was 
based on “fatwas” by Iran’s most powerful religious 
leaders – Ayatollahs Khomeini, Khamenei and Ma-
karem Shirazi – meaning the Supreme Court may 
have been reluctant to overturn the verdict for fear of 
inviting controversy, CSW advocacy director Andrew 
Johnston said in a press statement.

Following reports of the verdict, the U.S. State De-
partment issued a statement expressing “dismay” over 
the situation, according to Fox News. Human rights 
advocates, however, say apostasy isn’t even identified 
as a crime under Iranian law.
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