
“I believe it takes all kinds of churches to reach all 
kinds of people, but we saw a gap in people who 
had experienced, been hurt by church or been 
burned by church.” 

Hudson, who was executive pastor at Second 
Baptist Church, Conway, at the time, prayed and 
fasted throughout a 30-day period and then knew 
what he had to do.  After much prayer and prepa-
ration, oneChurch’s first service took place March 
7, 2010.

A year and a half later, the church is averaging 
about 200 people on Sunday mornings.  

About 65 percent of those attending have never 
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‘He is an unbelievable guy’

Arkansas has ‘ high survival rate’

Check out upcoming events and 
information from the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention.

ABSC 
page

page 6

Harris named ABN’s ‘Father of the Year’
ALMA – Garland “Gano” Harris, 
a member of First Baptist Church, 
Alma, has been named the 2011 
ABN Father of the Year. Jessica 
Vanderpool, ABN assistant editor/
office manager, presented Harris a 
study Bible during the June 12 wor-
ship service at First Baptist.

“We are so happy for him,” said 
Bob Shelton, pastor at First Baptist. 
“He is an unbelievable guy.”

ABN readers nominated fathers 
by submitting a “Tribute to a Godly 
Father.” Harris’ children, Charlene 
Fite, Ruth Welsh, Anita Cook, all 

members at the Alma church; and 
Gano Harris Jr., of Austin, Texas; 
submitted the winning nomina-
tion. His tribute appears on page 
14.

The 97-year-old, who still lives 
independently in Alma, is a retired 
postal worker and school bus driv-
er. He is a World War II veteran 
who was inducted into the Army 
on D-Day in 1944, said Fite, who 
is a former International Mission 
Board missionary to Taiwan. Harris 
received a Purple Heart during his 
military service.

Fite said her father has been a 
faithful member of First Baptist 
and was very involved in serving his 
neighbors. She said her mother and 
father had a “pie route” for many 
years, making and delivering pies to 
neighbors who were “going through 
a hard time.” 

“My dad has always been the 
first one to step forward when any-
one had any need. He’s always had 
a servant’s heart,” she said.

Harris has 14 grandchildren, 22 
great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild.
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Jenny Redfern
Arkansas Baptist News

CONWAY – Nestled between the shops and at-
tractions of downtown Conway, oneChurch does 
not look like a typical church. 

Walk through the doors to be immediately 
greeted by one, two or 20 people dressed in T-
shirts and jeans, and oneChurch does not feel 
like a typical church.  Sit through 5 minutes of the 
laidback service to see a baby goat dragged down 
the aisle, and oneChurch does not seem at all like 
a typical church.

But that is kind of the point.
When God first started working on the hearts 

‘OneChurch’ a unique experience

See ONECHURCH page 7

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas Baptist El-
ementary School will begin offering sup-
plemental instruction using the iPad in 
kindergarten 3, 4 and 5 for the 2011-2012 
school year, according to Arthur Bennett, 
superintendent of the Arkansas Baptist 
School System, which is housed at First 
Church, Little Rock. 

The Apple iPad is a touch-pad tablet 
computer released in April 2010. It has 

See STUDENTS page 9

Church planting a priority for ABSC

Glen Brooks, a member of Ruddell Hill Baptist 
Church, Batesville, volunteers during Make a 
Difference Day. See story on page 2.

Students to use iPads
Wellspring speaker, Andrea 

Lennon, discusses True Vine 

Ministry.
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Bald Knob embraced by Central Baptist

Volunteer effort rebuilds church

DR volunteers respond

More than 550 churches 

participate in the Across 

Arkansas initiative.

Across

Arkansas

page 2

SBC 2011 

preview

Southern Baptist 

Convention annual 

meeting preview 

on page 6.

If you are an Arkansas 

Baptist attending 

the 2011 SBC Annual 

Meeting, we’d love to 

hear from you! Please 

contact Tim Yarbrough 

at tim@arkansasbaptist.

org, or call 800-838-

2272, ext. 5153, to let 

us know if you plan to 

attend.

Tim Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

ATKINS – “Look what God has done. That’s 

what we are here for, to praise Him and lift up 

His name, and of course, thank you for helping 

this accomplishment be made.”

With that, Hopewell Baptist Church Pastor 

Charlie Bird opened a dedication service May 

22, at the rural church near Atkins.

It was one year ago to the day the 136-year-old 

church was destroyed by a fire started by arson.

The focus this day was a celebration for the re-

building effort, which was done mostly by volun-

teers with donations from the community and 

even from beyond the borders of Pope County 

and the state.

It was a homecoming of sorts, as former mem-

bers and pastors came to the new building to 

thank God for seeing the church through the 

fire.
“I remember May 2010. I know this church 

does too, when the building was burned,” said 

Howard Kisor, associational missionary for the 

Arkansas River Valley Baptist Association. “But 

what was meant for adversity, G
od used for His 

glory. God had a plan.”

Former Hopewell Pastors Al Sparkman, Jeff 

Cheatham and Robbie Jackson, along with Bird, 

were present to offer thanks and encouragement 

as Hopewell looked to the future.

“What a wonderful day this is!” said Spark-

Hopewell rises from the ashes

Storms slam stateSee HOPEWELL page 7

DR volunteers respond

Hopewell rises from the ashes
Hopewell Baptist Church, 

Atkins, recently dedicated a 

new building. 

Tim Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

BALD KNOB – Paul Reams 

knew God was up to some-

thing big at Central Bap-

tist Church – but follow-

ing 68 decisions during 

a Team Impact event last 

fall – he didn’t realize just 

how big.

What Reams did know 

was that the church was 

beginning to get a God-

sized vision for its community 

and was working to demonstrate 

how much it cared for people in 

the town of about 3,400, which 

is about halfway between Little 

Rock and Jonesboro.

Central Baptist is unique in 

that it is 
the only Southern Bap-

tist church in Bald Knob, 

said Reams. When the 

church wanted to make a 

splash in the community 

a few years ago, they did 

it the old-fashioned way: 

through a door-to-door 

witness.

The “Bread of Life” 

Bible distribution re-

sulted in members of the church 

distributing about 1,200 Bibles, a 

loaf of bread, information about 

church ministries and the plan of 

salvation. It also opened a lot of 

eyes to needs in the community.

“(Volunteers) went out and 

passed out the Bibles. What was 

supposed to take them four hours 

took them about two and a half,” 

said Reams. 

Following the Bible distribu-

tion, a “celebration lunch” was 

planned for volunteers to share 

testimonies.

“They didn’t have time to 

give testimonies because while 

they were passing out the Bibles, 

… (people) would say, ‘Hey, can 

I have two loaves of bread? We 

See BALD KNOB page 3

SEVERE WEATHER has once 

again prompted Arkansas Baptist 

disaster relief volunteers to reach 

out with the love of Christ to help 

those in need.

In the Arkansas counties of John-

son and Independence, four people 

were killed when severe storms, in-

cluding possible tornadoes, tracked 

through the state May 24-25. 

Recovery units fro
m the North-

west Baptist Association, Benton-

ville, and Arkansas River Valley 

Baptist Association, Russellville, 

provided assistance to storm victims 

in Denning and nearby towns. The 

volunteers removed downed trees 

and limbs from homes and cleaned 

up storm debris. In addition, the 

Washington Madison Baptist As-

sociation, Springdale, feeding unit 

was set up at First Baptist Church, 

Ozark, to provide hot meals to storm 

victims.

Volunteers from Unit No. 1 re-

covery unit and The Church at 

Rock Creek, Little Rock, recovery 

unit provided assistance in Clarks-

ville, working out of Trinity Baptist 

Church, Clarksville.

Several Arkansas Baptist church-

es have sent volunteers to Joplin, 

Mo., where an extremely strong tor-

nado, producing winds in excess of 

See DISASTER page 3
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Volunteers canvass Bald Knob.

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – While the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
aggressively supports church-planting 
efforts in the Natural State, the goal 
of the convention is not just to plant 
churches – but churches that have a 
lasting kingdom impact.

Emil Turner, ABSC executive di-
rector, feels it is important for a new 
church start to thrive – not just to 
survive. He said supporting church 
planters and their efforts with train-
ing, leadership tools and financial 
resources is a big reason why church 
planting in Arkansas is successful.

Southern Baptist church planting 
has been in the headlines a lot lately 
due, in part, to the North American 
Mission Board’s (NAMB) renewed 
emphasis on starting new churches. 

On May 27, NAMB announced, 
for example, that it is setting aside 
$15 million for church plant loans,  
in addition to continuing to make 
loans to existing churches. 

Arkansas does not make loans for 

new church starts, but supports new 
work with funds provided by Coop-
erative Program giving and the Dixie 
Jackson State Missions Offering.

See CHURCHES page 3

of Paul Hudson and his wife, Christy, two years 
ago, it was for a church that was not-so-typical.

“God painted a picture of starting a church 
that was not better, just different,” Hudson said. 
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Chaplains important in tornado aftermath

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

BATESVILLE – More than 200 vol-
unteers from at least eight Arkan-
sas Baptist churches spent May 21 
being “the hands and feet of Jesus” 
in Batesville during “Making a Dif-
ference Day,” a one-day mission out-
reach event sponsored by Indepen-
dence Baptist Association.

Ron Toon, who serves as Inde-
pendence Baptist Association mis-
sionary, said the outreach event gave 
members an opportunity to get “out-
side the walls” of their churches. 

He said he wanted church people 
to “engage their community with 
the gospel” through the event.

Association leaders planned the 
ministry event but asked the church-
es to come up with “creative and in-
novative” ways to reach out to their 
community.

Projects included a “free” yard 
sale, volunteering at a local Habitat 
for Humanity build, offering a free 
“no strings attached” car wash and 
giving away coffee to people waiting 
at a stoplight. 

“We want our people to engage 
their community with the gospel,” 
said Toon, noting, “We often think 
of missions as far-away places, but 
missions is also right outside the 
door.”

Volunteers, including youth and 
adults from First Baptist, Desha, 
helped with a flooring project at a 

local crisis pregnancy center, said 
Troy Sharp, pastor of the church, 
adding, “I think it was a great day 
for us.”

Eight teams of volunteers from 
Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Bates-
ville, spent the day helping out 
around the community in a num-
ber of ways, said Alan Brown, the 
church’s pastor. 

These activities included painting 
at a Habitat for Humanity house, 
building a family playground minis-
try area at Ruddell Hill Baptist and 
laying 2,500 square feet of laminate 
flooring at a local crisis pregnancy 
center, with assistance from First 
Baptist, Desha, members. The vol-

unteers also landscaped yards, re-
paired a home, gave out quarters 
and New Testaments at a local laun-
dry mat and prepared meals for all 
volunteers and even homeless peo-
ple living in the area, said Brown.

Brown said the event was a 
“key part” of helping to fulfill the 
church’s mission strategy to “love 
God, love our neighbors and make 
disciples.”

“It means more to me, as a pas-
tor, to see people putting their faith 
into practice instead of just talking 
about it,” said Brown. “Who cares 
unless we care enough to get up, get 
out and be the church before the 
people.”

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

JOPLIN – More than 100 people 
died as a result of the tornado that 
ripped through Joplin, Mo., May 
22. Many more were left to pick up 
the pieces. Police officers, sheriffs, 
chaplains and others – these became 
the first responders, 
the men and women 
left to sort through the 
rubble, locate missing 
people and comfort 
survivors. 

And it is these first 
responders with whom 
volunteer law enforce-
ment chaplain Chuck 
Miller was sent to 
work.

Miller, an Arkansas 
native who says he was 
“born and bred a Hog 
(Arkansas Razorback),” 
pastored Pilgrims Rest 
Baptist Church, Bates-
ville, prior to moving 
to Fort Worth, Texas, to attend 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. He is a member of a 
professional training organization 
called the International Conference 
of Police Chaplains. It was this or-

ganization’s disaster response team, 
which Miller is part of, that was de-
ployed to Joplin a few days after the 
tornado to help with death notifica-
tions and debriefing. 

Once there, his job became more 
about debriefing, and although he 
was sent to work specifically with 
law enforcement, Miller said he 

reached out to anyone 
in his path.

He explained that 
chaplaincy isn’t about 
having the words to say. 
It’s about having the 
ears to listen.

“The main thing with 
chaplaincy is ministry 
of presence,” he said. 
“A chaplain goes where 
the church doesn’t go. 
Of course we have our 
specialties in chaplain-
cy sometimes, but it’s 
listening to people’s 
stories. Sometimes you 
just need to let people 
tell their stories with-
out giving a lot of input 

yourself.”
As for working with first respond-

ers, he said the goal is for them to 
talk, so things don’t “build up in-
side of them like a pressure cooker 

because eventually it’s going to spew 
out, and usually it spews out on 
someone they love.”

Miller explained, “You might 
ask them, ‘What was the first thing 
that you thought? What was your 
first thought when you got on (the) 
scene?’”

Miller spoke of “the trauma of 
seeing bodies.” He said one officer 
found the body of a child “hunkered 
down,” covering his face.

“Those things aren’t normal,” 
Miller said, adding that some par-
ents literally had their children 
sucked from their arms during the 
storm. 

One of the chaplains worked in 
the makeshift morgue for 28 hours 
straight, witnessing bodies arriving.

Miller explained he considers 
chaplains to be first responders, as 
well.

“Whether we’re out in the debris 
or not, we’re still first responders. 
Or I consider ourselves first re-
sponders because we want to get on 
the scene (and) start helping folks, 
as far as spiritually and just listen-
ing,” he said.

He said the desire is for his con-
versations to lead to an opportunity 
for him “to share Christ … because 
He is their only hope. He’s my only 

hope. He’s your only hope. 
“So we’re here to hopefully bring 

hope and comfort and some peace 
in a chaos and not normalcy be-
cause it’s going to be a long time 
before there’s some of that around 
here, but it’s just great for the Lord 
to open this door and to have the 
opportunity to be a small part of 
what His kingdom’s doing.”

Miller and the disaster response 
team were also deployed to Tusca-
loosa, Ala., following the tornado 
that hit in late April.

He asked for Arkansas Baptists to 
pray for him and other chaplains in 
Joplin – that they will walk through 
open doors, that God would protect 
their families at home and that God 
would give them “discernment and 
stamina.” 

“I’ve been to a lot of disasters and 
tornados, and this is just so wide-
spread. ... You know, everywhere 
you look, if you get in certain spots, 
you can turn around completely and 
see nothing but destruction.”

Despite the devastation, all un-
accounted-for individuals have now 
been accounted for, according to 
the Missouri Department of Public 
Safety.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Batesville, members Renae Keck (left) and Joe Shell were  among more 
than 200 volunteers who participated in Making a Difference Day.

Chuck Miller recently graduat-
ed from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

‘Making a Difference Day’

Batesville churches share gospel message
The “inspiration” for the mission 

project came from the Mississippi 
River Ministry One Day Mission 
Project, sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
Sept. 11 in Pine Bluff, said Sharp, 
who attended the event, along with 
several others from the Indepen-
dence Baptist Association.

He said members of the associa-
tion who attended the event real-
ized they could do something simi-
lar in Independence County. Sharp 
worked alongside Toon and others 
to plan and promote the event as a 
way to give the churches positive ex-
posure in Batesville.

“Exposure of churches doing 
ministry opens the door for us to be 
more effective in our presentation 
of the gospel,” said Sharp, noting 
he wanted people in the community 
to see his association’s church mem-
bers “as people who do ministry 
and love folks,” which he hopes will 
open the door to more ministry in 
the future.

The ABSC is planning a one-day 
mission project similar to the Pine 
Bluff mission project Oct. 1 in the 
Ouachita Baptist Association.  

For more information about the 
project in Ouachita Baptist Associa-
tion or for details about planning a 
similar event in your association or 
church, contact Breck Freeman at 
800-838-2272, ext. 5150.

Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.
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“The ABSC starts nearly 30 
churches a year, and we give money 
to new church starts, rather than 
loaning it,” said Turner. “Our sur-
vival rate for new congregations is 
one of the highest in the SBC.”

‘Biblical’ church planting
With NAMB’s renewed emphasis 

on church planting, how will it af-
fect church planting in Arkansas?

“We will continue to help start 
churches in Arkansas and North 
America using the biblical, proven 
methods that God has blessed,” said 
Turner.

“A ‘mother church,’ associational 
involvement, a com-
mitment to missions 
giving and to the Bap-
tist Faith and Message 
are all implanted in 
the DNA of the new 
congregations we help 
start,” Turner added.

Phill Hall, mem-
ber of the ABSC mis-
sions ministries team 
and coordinator of 
church planting, said 
the convention has a 
close partnership with 
local churches and as-
sociations to discover, 
enlist and train Arkan-
sas church planters.

A new church planter training 
and coaching process is being devel-
oped for Arkansas.

“We are currently developing a 
church planter ‘farming system’ that 
will aid in finding and enlisting new 
planters through referrals from lay 
people, pastors and associational 
missionaries,” said Hall. “As a part 
of this initial phase, there will be 
personal interviews, pre-assessment, 
evaluation and formal assessment. 
The heart of the process is an equip-
ping component of skills develop-
ment.”

CP mentoring
A candidate for planting a new 

Mickey Noah
North America Mission Board

SPRINGDALE – Greater Things 
is an ambitious three-year church 
planting and missions mobiliza-
tion campaign launched by Cross 
Church, Springdale, late last year 
with the purpose of planting 50 new 
churches over the next three years.

In an interview with Baptist 
Press, Cross Church Pastor Ronnie 
Floyd said he initially challenged the 
people in Cross Church’s three cam-
puses to plant 50 new churches over 
three years and, in 2012 alone, to 
mobilize at least 1,000 church mem-
bers to experience a cross-cultural 

missions experience outside North-
west Arkansas.

“To God’s glory, 2,000 members 
of Cross Church have committed to 
undertake a cross-cultural missions 
experience ... somewhere in North 
America or the world. The ultimate 
goal is to reach 10,000 people in the 
world for Jesus Christ in 2012,” said 
Floyd.

Floyd first shared his God-sized 
Greater Things vision last Novem-
ber – challenging Cross Church to 
raise $20 million over the next three 
years to turn the vision into reality.

Despite today’s weak economy, 
Cross Church is well on its way, 
with members already having com-

mitted $16 million – over and above 
the church’s annual ministry bud-
get. In addition, the church received 
a property gift that appraised for $2 
million.

Floyd, in leading the charge for 
Southern Baptist mega-churches like 
Cross Church to plant new churches 
in unreached areas of North Amer-
ica, is carrying forth from his work 
as chairman of the Great Commis-
sion Resurgence Task Force in 2009-
2010.

“We prayed that God would give 
us a resurgence of the Great Com-
mission, and we are now seeing an 
awakening to Jesus’ command,” 
Floyd said.

Cross Church – in addition to 
the main Springdale campus – has 
campuses in nearby Pinnacle Hills 
and Fayetteville, the home of the 
University of Arkansas and its 
21,500 students.

In January, Cross Church en-
listed 350 members of its Spring-
dale congregation to launch the 
Fayetteville campus, located about 
nine miles south of the Springdale 
church. After only three months, in 
one of the region’s most unreached 
cities, the Fayetteville site – led by 
Campus Pastor Nick Floyd, Ron-
nie’s son – is averaging more than 
1,400 in weekly attendance and has 
baptized 126 people.

Part of Greater Things campaign

Cross Church plans 50 new church starts

CHURCHES
continued from page one

church will have the advantage of 
being mentored by an Arkansas pas-
tor in performing the practical side 
of ministry (baptism, Lord’s Supper, 
pastoral care, etc.), as well as a coach 
who is a successful Arkansas church 
planter, Hall explained.  

“The coaching process will in-
clude the challenges and opportuni-
ties of planting a new church. This 
part of the plan will be an appren-
ticeship for about six months to one 
year.  Finally, there will be a deploy-
ment of the new church planter in 
conjunction with a local church 
partner, the association and the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention,” 
said Hall.  

“We are excited about the pos-
sibilities of this process helping 
us increase the number of church 

plants from the cur-
rent yearly level of 
about 28 to 30 new 
churches a year to 35 
or 40 a year.”

Hall said an in-
crease in the num-
ber of churches in 
the state is key to 
reaching Arkansans 
with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Every 
church planting pas-
tor or church that 
receives assistance 
from the ABSC is 
required to support 
the Cooperative Pro-
gram and Dixie Jack-

son Arkansas Missions Offering, he 
said.

Nine languages
Presently, new churches in Ar-

kansas worship in nine different 
language groups.

“And we are planning to strength-
en our number of churches in vari-
ous ethnic groups within the state,” 
said Hall, who added an orientation 
and educational institute has been 
developed for working with pastors 
who may not understand Southern 
Baptist life but who have a desire to 
connect with the Arkansas Baptists 
and participate in the mission ef-

forts of the convention. The insti-
tute will include weekly classes on 
topics relevant to the education of 
potential new planters. 

ABSC church planting strate-
gists have rewritten the materials 
for training church planters called 
Essentials for Church Planters, said 
Hall. “(Training materials are) spe-
cifically designed to meet the needs 
of Arkansas church planters. Train-
ing is offered twice each year and is 
financed by the Dixie Jackson Ar-
kansas Missions Offering.”

An advantage of having Arkansas-
centric church planting training ma-
terials and instruction and carrying 
it out with churches and associations 
is to “address planting needs with an 
Arkansas perspective,” said Hall.

Task is huge
The Great Commission task in 

Arkansas is huge, said Hall, as there 
is an estimated 1.6 million lost peo-
ple living in the state.  

“Local churches, associations and 
the state convention have a passion 
for reaching those folks because they 
are our neighbors and friends. God 
has blessed Arkansas with the op-
portunity for Arkansans to reach 
Arkansans with the gospel through 
church planting, and we support 
that effort through our giving to the 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering.”

Currently, the ABSC supports 
five church planter strategists in 

Arkansas to resource individuals, 
churches and associations in church 
planting.  

“We have specialists in traditional 
church planting, innovative church 
planting, cowboy church planting, 
African-American church planting 
and various language church plant-
ing,” said Hall. 

“We have helped organize an in-
novative church network, a cowboy 
church fellowship and continue to 
network planters and their wives for 
fellowship and education. We part-
ner with other state conventions to 
resource their church planting ef-
forts in North America as we share 
the gospel with a kingdom perspec-
tive.”

While not all churches can plant a 
new church alone, nearly all church-
es can be a part of church planting 
efforts through partnerships, Hall 
said. “One of the greatest needs in 
Arkansas for planting new churches 
is for partner/sponsor churches to 
see the vision of expanding the king-
dom of God by helping start new 
churches to reach people that are 
not in any church,” he said. 

“We believe everyone in Arkansas 
needs the opportunity to hear the 
gospel and personally meet Jesus. 
That means sharing the gospel with 
them where they live and establish-
ing a church in their area and con-
text.”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org

Life Church, Searcy,members pray. The 
church began one year ago.

Trinity Baptist Church, Wynne, which 
started in May 2008, dedicated a 
new building in October 2010.



I t seems like yesterday that she 
was born,” I thought as my 

daughter approached the podium 
to receive her high school diploma. 
“My, my, where have the years 
gone!”

Proud of her accomplishment, 
Hannah reached out to receive her 
diploma and symbolically made a 
“rite of passage” into a new world. 
My wife and I beamed. 

Shouts were 
heard from fel-
low graduates on 
the arena floor 
and Hannah’s 
other friends 
in the stands. 
“Hannnnah! 
Hannnnah!” 
Hannah looked 
up, seemingly a bit embarrassed by 
the added attention, and walked 
slowly to her place in line to exit 
the stage.

I was firing off as many shots on 
my digital camera as I could in an 
attempt to capture the moment. 
But just like the 19 years prior, 
Hannah’s graduation day passed 
like a rocket ship in the sky.

The next day, Hannah cel-
ebrated another milestone … that 
of turning 19. I remember the 
birth of my daughter well, as she 
couldn’t wait to enter this world on 
June 2, 1992, at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital East in Memphis, Tenn.

The year of 1992 was the elec-
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tion of Bill Clinton as president. 
It was before the first bombing of 
the World Trade Center, before 
several “floods of the century,” 
before Sept. 11, 2001, and before 
Hurricane Katrina. The world is 
certainly a different place than it 
was 19 years ago.

While we all age with the pass-
ing of the years, God is the same 
yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

What an awesome 
and comforting 
reality.

I believe God 
created time so hu-
mans could reflect, 
evaluate and plan 
their lives. While 
she doesn’t realize 
it today, Hannah, 

one day, will look up like I did on 
her graduation day and think, “My, 
my, where have the years gone?”

I remember, as if it were yester-
day, a time when I was a small boy 
who loved to play with Matchbox 
cars. I would play with the little 
toys for hours and hours on end. 
One day, out of nowhere, I had this 
thought: “It will always be like this. 
I will always like to play with cars … 
even when I am my dad’s age.”

Well, I played with the little cars 
for a number of years after that, 
but one day I put them away and 
did not play with them anymore. 
The only time I have played with 
the little cars since was when my 

own son and daughter were small, 
and God willing, I will again some-
day when my grandchildren come 
along.

The point, of course, is that we 
all go through different stages of 
life. God made us that way. That 
doesn’t mean maturity is bad; it’s 
just different and the way God 
intended life to be. 

The best I can figure, we all 
experience about three or four 
distinct stages of life. Birth to 20 
(childhood into early adulthood); 
20 to 40 (adulthood to early 
middle age); 40 to 60 (middle age 
to retirement); and finally, 60 to 
80-plus (retirement to death).

Some people literally grieve 
themselves to death over the pass-
ing years of their lives. I am not 
one of them. I have loved every 
stage of my life and am now in the 
middle (age 50) of the 40 to 60 
(middle age to retirement) stage.

I love watching my children ma-
ture, and I cheer them on as they 
enter adulthood (my son, Caleb, 
is 21). I wouldn’t take anything for 
this stage of my life.

As for Hannah, she will be 
starting college this fall at the 
University of Arkansas. God has 
given her much talent and so many 
gifts. I can’t wait to see what He is 

going to do with her life.
God may choose to open doors 

for Hannah to be a professional 
singer, a missionary or a CEO of a 
major corporation. But whatever 
her future holds, He’ll be right 
there guiding her and cheering her 
on as long as she stays true to Him.

In the eternal scheme of things, 
our lives pass with the blink of an 
eye, but while our earthly lives are 
fleeting, we can make our time on 
earth count for all eternity through 
those with whom we share Christ 
and whom we take with us to 
heaven.

At age 19, Hannah is already a 
veteran of dozens of mission trips 
– both domestic and foreign – 
because we made that a priority for 
our family. She is fortunate to have 
had a great deal of ministry train-
ing at her age.

My prayer for her now is for 
God to use those ministry experi-
ences as she enters a new stage of 
her life and strives to be a light 
for Jesus Christ during her college 
years and beyond.

Then, when that moment comes 
when she thinks, “My, my, where 
have the years gone?” there will be 
no regrets, but only praise for what 
God has allowed her to do with her 
life for His glory.

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough

My daughter, Hannah, receives her diploma at a ceremony held in Georgia.

“A year ago I couldn’t even spell 
GRAD-JIT and now I are one.”
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Have You Forgotten?

Have you had your foot washing?

Question adventures

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips is team leader of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention family min-
istry team.

D ad, let me tell you what we 
did! We played kickball 

and bocce ball. Then we ate pizza 
and swam. Oh, 
and let me tell 
you about the bus 
ride back to the 
church.” These 
enthusiastic com-
ments rattled off 
my middle child’s 
tongue after a recent Sunday 
school party. I didn’t have to ask 
any questions. Some kids share 
information freely, especially in 
the middle school years, but that 
tends to change in the teen years. 

Most kids look forward to 
their summer experiences, such 
as camp, vacation Bible school 
or even a mission trip. These 
concentrated times expose 
their minds to consistently hear 
spiritual truths that God uses to 
transform their hearts.

Jesus was a master at asking 
questions that caused people to 
reflect below the surface. You 
can help children reflect and 
learn from these adventures, 
whether you’re a parent, grand-
parent or someone who loves 
kids, by asking some penetrat-
ing questions. Walk with them 
again on their weeklong journeys 
by utilizing some of the follow-
ing questions to advance some 
intriguing discussions as you 
navigate the sharing of your chil-
dren’s stories.

• What caused you to laugh 
most this week?

• What was your favorite part 
of recreation/games?

• Who were some of the new 
people you met?

• What was the best/worst 
food or snack you ate this week?

• What was your favorite/
least favorite part of the week?

• What was your favorite/
least favorite part of each day?

• What was the best/worst 
thing that happened to you this 
week?

• Did you experience any 
disappointments this week?

• What did you learn during 
your Bible study times?

• What did you learn during 
the large group worship times?

• What did you learn about 
God this week?

• In what ways did you see 
God at work in your life? What 
about in others’ lives?

• What did you learn about 
yourself/others this week?

• Did you make any decisions 
you would like to share?

By helping children reflect on 
their experiences, they can learn 
about themselves and how God 
is at work in and through them.

Unjustly accused of disloyalty, he finds himself in 
prison with a co-worker. The man’s case is being 

deliberated by an autocrat who has more important 
things to do than to contemplate justice for a minor 
employee. Surprisingly, the jailer is kind to him, and 
soon he looks forward to the brief 
visits with this “trustee.” The 
cold confines of the prison make 
sleep difficult and dreams worse. 
Preoccupied and worried by one 
particular dream, he confides it 
to the jailer, who interprets it and 
assures the prisoner of his eminent 
release. 

Genesis 40 and 41 give the story 
of the cupbearer to Pharaoh. As he leaves the prison, 
Joseph asks him to intercede with Pharaoh on his 
behalf. Genesis 40 ends with, “Yet the chief cupbearer 
did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.” For two 
full years. Two years is two full eternities to a middle 
schooler and time enough for a starlet to be married, 
divorced and do a stint in rehab. If we interviewed the 
Mr. Cupbearer, we’d ask, “Why did you forget Joseph?” 

He was too busy. Too busy to remember a friend’s 
need? He was too busy to help the only person who 
helped him? Too busy to mention a friend’s name? For 
two years? C’mon, man! No one is that busy.

He was embarrassed. Embarrassed to be identi-
fied with a Hebrew who had been rejected by his own 
people? Embarrassed to help a man against whom no 

one could offer a legitimate complaint? Embarrassed to 
admit he knew someone who could speak for God? 

He was afraid. Afraid he’d say the wrong thing? 
Afraid he would turn Pharaoh against Joseph? Afraid 
he’d make things worse? Just afraid.  

By neglecting Joseph, the cupbearer 
deprives himself of the improvements 
that could have come from associat-
ing with this good man. He deprives 
Pharaoh of the wisdom God had 
given Joseph, and he deprives Egypt 
of the benefits that could have come 
from Joseph’s counsel. 

There is an app for that. Well, three 
applications actually.

1. We have an obligation to those who have minis-
tered to us. To forget a kindness should be beneath us.

2. Need should be enough motivation. The cup-
bearer should have helped Joseph because he needed 
it. After all, that is what Joseph would do for Egyptians.

3. Joseph is a type of Jesus. We must not neglect to 
tell others of the One who can solve their problems. 

On the day the cupbearer testified to his relation-
ship with Joseph, he said to Pharaoh, “I would make 
mention of my own offenses.” It is an offense to ne-
glect the story of the One who fulfills our dreams. Let 
not the great King find us guilty of such an offense. 

Now, you can straighten this out and preach it. 
Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 

State Convention.

I n a recent survey (March 2011 – American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants), 56 percent of 

more than 1,000 American adults claimed their cur-
rent cash flow situation did not allow them to save 
money for their future retirement. Add the findings 
of an earlier survey to the foregoing 
revelation, and the future emerges as 
a certain problem for many. A study 
of 1,000 adults in January 2011 (by 
Scottrade) revealed that only one 
out of every seven Americans had al-
ready saved even a minimal amount 
needed for an adequate retirement.

The above scenario begs the question: If Americans 
haven’t saved enough and are not able to system-
atically save, then how will they fund their retire-
ment? Given the current economic downturn, many 
Americans declare they will simply work longer. Such 
a rationale defies the possibility that their companies 
or their health may not allow them to do so.

Will the government provide the answer? If Social 
Security is earmarked as one’s only source of income, 
most Americans will be unable to live just on its 
payments, assuming that we will receive them in the 
future. Current projections are for fewer entitlements, 
not more. So how, then, will these people live?

A wise man once noted that even “ants are crea-
tures of little strength, yet they store up their food in 
the summer” (Proverbs 30:25). Should we not be as 
wise as ants?

When my wife and I were preparing for marriage, 
Charlie Shedd, a minister and syn-
dicated writer, admonished the two 
of us to practice the 10-10-80 plan. I 
thought he was selling a long-distance 
service; but, in essence, he was direct-
ing us to give the first 10th of our 
income to our church, save the sec-
ond 10th and live on the remainder. 

Giving the first 10th is a clear mandate in Scripture. 
The tithe, however, should not be treated as the total-
ity of one’s giving, but only as the beginning point. 
Saving the second 10th of one’s income, or even more 
if possible, constitutes wise advice for all Americans.

As a financial planner, I encounter situations where 
people have not planned adequately for retirement. 
The escalating costs of health and medical care have 
eroded their meager resources. 

Surely all of us would profit from the model dem-
onstrated by the lowly ant.

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

Just getting by

Financial Times
David Moore 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

The Christian life must be a life of service. The 
Book of Mark presents Christ as the Amazing 

Servant. Christians are expected to serve. The last parts 
of John 12 and John 13 emphasize service. Jesus was in-
structing His disciples on the night of 
His arrest, the eve of His crucifixion. 
Surely it was valuable time reserved 
for the most important instructions. 

Christ began the lesson by girding 
Himself with a towel, the dress of a 
slave/servant, intending to do the 
work of a servant – washing the feet 
of His disciples. In his own unique 
way, Peter blurts out that he will never, never, ever 
allow Jesus to wash his feet. Jesus responds with an 
absolutely shocking statement. He tells Peter that if he 
does not allow Him to wash his feet, Peter will have no 
part with Christ. 

This passage makes clear that salvation is not the 

issue, but rather what Peter will forfeit is union, fel-
lowship, relationship and intimacy with Christ. Christ 
said that all the disciples were already “saved,” with the 
exception of Judas. They had already been given the 

“head-to-toe bath.” What they lacked 
was the “foot washing,” the spiritual 
refreshment. 

A Christian is not “saved to serve,” 
but rather “saved to be served, so that 
he/she can serve.” We are not quali-
fied to serve anyone else until we have 
been served by the Master. We cannot 
wash anyone else’s feet until Christ has 

washed ours. We cannot provide spiritual refreshment 
to anyone until Christ has spiritually refreshed us. 
Almost every believer can point to the day when they 
had the bath – the head-to-toe cleansing – but few can 

Guest Viewpoint
Steve Ellison

pastor
Harvey’s Chapel, Hot Springs

A
Pastor’s 
Heart

Emil Turner

See WASHING page 11
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ABSC
calendar

•July 4-8: Collision 2011 Youth 
Missions Project – Independence 
Baptist Association 
•July 5-8: Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly Youth and Children’s 
Week – Siloam Springs  
•July 11-15: Arkansas Baptist 
Assembly Youth and Children’s 
Week – Siloam Springs
•July 13-16: Blume Girls Missions 
Gathering – Orlando, Fla.
•July 18-22: PraiseWorks – Ouach-
ita Baptist University, Arkadelphia
•July 18-22: Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly Youth Only Week – Siloam 
Springs
•July 22-23: Mission Service Corp 
Campus Ministers Workshop – 
Camp Paron
•July 25: WEE Workshop I – First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville
•July 25-30: Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly Children’s Only Week – 
Siloam Springs
•July 25-28: Hispanic Children’s 
Camp – Ouachita Baptist Assembly, 
Mena
•July 27-31: Hispanic Youth 
Camp – Ouachita Baptist Assembly, 
Mena
•July 28: WEE Workshop II – Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little Rock
•July 29-30: Wellspring – First 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs
•Aug. 1-30: Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Home Back to School 
Offering
•Aug. 4-6: Ouachita Baptist 
University New Students Retreat 
– Ouachita Baptist University, Arka-
delphia
•Aug. 4: Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation Board Meeting – Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation Building, Little 
Rock
•Aug. 12-13: Hispanic Pastors’ 
Retreat – Camp Paron
•Oct. 1: Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip – Ouachita Baptist Asso-
ciation (Mena and DeQueen area) 

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

HOT SPRINGS – Wellspring, a two-
day inspirational missions event for 
Arkansas women, is set for July 29-30 
at First Baptist Church, Hot Springs. 
The event will include small-group 
conferences, a WMU annual meet-
ing session, ministry projects and 
times of worship, encouragement 
and networking.

The Wellspring theme is Unhin-
dered! Realize … Reflect … Radiate. 
The event features Andrea Lennon, 
True Vine Ministries, Conway; 

Wellspring connects Arkansas Baptist women

Magic Springs to host Baptist youth day

One Day Mission Trip set

Wanda Lee, national Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union executive director, 
Birmingham, Ala.; Deb Douglas, 

HOT SPRINGS – Uprising, Baptist 
Youth Day at Magic Springs, has 
been scheduled for Aug. 27. The 
event will feature Christian bands 
performing throughout the day and 
will conclude with a performance by 
a headliner Christian band and a 
worship service.

Sean Mills, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and church 
growth team member, encouraged 
churches to support Uprising. 

“Make this your back-to-school 
event. Uprising will be a thrilling day 
of enjoying theme park rides and a 
water park all in one.”

The park opens at 10 a.m. Sea-
son passes are accepted. For more 
information, including cost, contact 
Lindsey Moon at 800-838-2272 or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5222.

The Acts 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip, sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention missions 
ministries team, will be held in 
Ouachita Baptist Association Oct. 
1.

Opportunities for ministry in-
clude prayerwalking, children’s 
activities, senior adult ministry, 

home repairs/painting, health clin-
ics, youth sports camps, evangelism, 
yard work, a fishing derby, block 
parties and cowboy ministries. 

For more information, go to 
www.absc.org/communityminis-
tries, or contact Breck Freeman or 
Oleta Raines at 800-838-2272, ext. 
5150, or bfreeman@absc.org.

LifeWay Christian Resources wom-
en’s ministry multiplier, Nashville, 
Tenn.; Kay Bennett, Baptist Friend-
ship House director, New Orleans, 
La.; and Jennie Taylor, worker in 
Southeast Asia.

Wellspring is a Cooperative 
Program ministry of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention missions 
support team. For more information 
about Wellspring, go to www.absc.
org/women on call 800-838-2272 
ext. 5137.  

Training Dates:
Aug. 29: First Baptist, Van Buren
Aug. 30: First Baptist, Mountain Home
Sept. 12: First Baptist, Marion
Sept. 13: Parkview Baptist, El Dorado            

Schedule:
6-6:15 p.m. Opening
6:15-7 p.m. Session 1
7-7:15 p.m. Break
7:15-8 p.m. Session 2

Regional missions education training
Session 1:
Women’s Missions/Ministry 
How to Teach Student Missions 
Men’s Missions/Ministry 
How to Teach Children Missions
How to Teach Preschool Missions

Session 2:
Associational Women’s Missions/Ministry 
Project HELP:  Human Exploitation
Royal Ambassadors 
Girls in Action/Children in Action
Mission Friends

No pre-registration required. For more information, contact the Arkansas Baptist State Convention missions 
support team at 800-838-2272, ext.5138.

Mark your calendar

YEC
Youth Evangelism 

Conference
March 30-31, 2012

Statehouse Convention 
Center, Little Rock

Carousel at Magic Springs



been to church or have not been in a long time, 
Hudson said.
“Since we formally began, there have been 27 
people trust Jesus as their Savior,” he added. “Up 
to this point, all but six of those have been over 
the age of 19, and I think that is because we were 
hyper-focused in reaching those unchurched or 
de-churched people.”

OneChurch distinguishes itself from the norm 
to reach these people in three main ways.

First, the church has adapted a different pro-
cess for discipleship, which is divided into four 
components.  The largest is the worship service, 
which includes the whole congregation on Sun-
day mornings.  The second is discussion groups, 
or “d-groups,” of 10-20 people, who meet together 
after worship to talk about the message further.  
The third is home groups, which consist of the 
same people meeting in each other’s homes to 
pray and eat at least twice each month. The final 
component is life groups, where two or three 
members of the same sex read Scripture and meet 
together every week to talk about it.

Secondly, Hudson wanted to make sure that 
no group had its own room.  The congregation 
meets together at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings for 
worship and a message.  After a 10-minute break 
and a quick rearranging of the chairs, they break 
down into “d-groups” within the same room.

Hudson admits that this arrangement can be 
loud and confusing, but the benefit is that every-
one is together and has a sense of unity.

Thirdly, oneChurch writes all of its own materi-
als. The church currently has a goal to go through 
a systematic study of theology in three years.  The 
church bought 130 chronological Bibles and 
began working through them in January.  

The message on Sunday morning coincides 
with the Scripture reading each week, which co-
incides with the material for “d-groups.”

“It takes a lot of work to get that, but it has 
been invaluable,” Hudson said.

OneChurch’s ministry reaches past the walls 
of its one big room, though.  The church has ad-
opted the surrounding area in downtown Conway 
and hosts an event about once a month in Gatlin 
Park.
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continued from page one

ONECHURCH

Pastor Paul Hudson 
(right) introduces the 
skit for the morning’s 

service. Hudson is 
using game shows to 

illustrate the series on 
Proverbs. The worship 

team (below) leads the 
congregation through 

a selection of praise 
songs.

PJ Hudson (below) drags a 
baby goat down the aisle.  
The kid was a prize in the 

morning’s game of Deal or 
No Deal. Other prizes in-

cluded a year’s subscription 
to a chicken magazine and a 
bottle of bubbles. Members 
of oneChurch (right) join for 
worship casually dressed in 

jeans and T-shirts. 

The church also has a Good Neighbor Minis-
try, where they deliver homemade goodies to the 
small businesses in its neighborhood.

The church is also preparing to go on mission 
trips to Brazil, Haiti and Eureka, Mo.

The people and relationships are what really 
set this church apart, though, according to the 
pastor.

Alexis Cauthen and her family started attend-
ing oneChurch about a year ago.  She said they 
previously attended a much larger church where 
it was harder to get involved.

“At oneChurch we immediately felt God mov-
ing,” she said. “The people welcomed our family 
and drew us in.”

Cauthen cradled her sleeping baby in her arms 
as she praised the church for the time they spent 
preparing meals for her family and praying over 
her during the delivery.

Paul Deden, another member, has attended 

oneChurch with his family since its second ser-
vice.

“It’s just the best church experience,” he said.
Deden became slightly teary-eyed as he de-

scribed how God had called him to quit his job 
of 20 years during the church’s first anniversary 
service.

“It’s been a big adjustment, but I know now 
there is something greater than work: God,” he 
said.

OneChurch provides a unique experience for 
each person who walks through its doors, accord-
ing to members.  

Hudson’s wife, Christy, explained it this way: 
“Everyone sits there, and no one knows what will 
happen next.”

It is “nontraditional” or “uncharacteristic” as 
Hudson describes it. It is not-so-typical.

Contact Jenny Redfern at jenny@arkansasbaptist.
org.
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now been sent to those villages to 

put their training into practice.

Shortly before the Central Baptist 

team arrived in Haiti, another medi-

cal team also served in Leogane. The 

volunteers, from Park Hill Baptist 

Church, North Little Rock, treated 

750 patients, sharing the gospel with 

everyone. Fielding said the medi-

cine they used was purchased with 

money from the Haiti relief fund, 

provided by Arkansas Baptists. 

Teams have not been limited 

Calvary Baptist Church, 

Little Rock, ministers to deaf, 

homeless in Honduras.Life Church, Searcy, reaches 

apartment complex 

residents with gospel.

Life Church
Searcy

LR church

on mission
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Ark. Baptists continue Haiti relief efforts
Hundreds profess Christ

WITH THIS ISSUE, the Arkansas 

Baptist News is unveiling a revised 

logo.
“We wanted to update our cur-

rent logo, but not lose our connec-

tion to the past,” said ABN editor 

Tim Yarbrough. 

“We think it turned out rather 

nicely and hope our readers like 

it.”
Yarbrough said the revised logo 

now includes a star/cross effect that 

reflects Arkansas Baptists’ Great 

Commission focus and reach.

“The general typestyle of the 

ABN logo has been retained, with 

the outline of the state of Arkansas 

and dove removed,” said Yarbrough. 

“A star/cross emerging over the cur-

vature of the earth has been inte-

grated into the design.”

In addition to using the logo as 

ABN unveils revised logo, slogan

See LOGO page 2

Jessica Vanderpool

Arkansas Baptist News

MORE THAN A YEAR after the 7.0 

earthquake ravaged Haiti on Jan. 12, 

2010, Arkansas Baptists are still hard 

at work sharing the gospel with the 

Haitian people.

In addition to responding to 

immediate physical needs in the 

months following the quake, volun-

teers are doing evangelism, providing 

medical attention, building houses 

and training Haitian believers in the 

areas of church planting and pasto-

ral leadership.

“There appears to be still a large 

open window. People are continu-

ing to respond,” said Bob Fielding, 

a member of the ABSC missions 

ministries team and Haiti project 

coordinator. 

“Even 15 months after the quake, 

they’re still responding, and we want 

to be as effective as we can in this 
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window of opportunity,” he said.  

“At this point, we believe God has 

us there for the long term, and we’re 

continuing to branch out into vil-

lages that we’ve never been to before 

and, as far as we know, nobody’s 

been to.”
One such team to venture into 

unreached villages was from Cen-

tral Baptist Church, Jonesboro. Al-

though originally slated to do evan-

gelism, the group morphed into an 

evangelism/medical team when it 

was discovered two of the members 

were medical professionals. The 

team got permission to take medi-

cine into the villages with them, and 

– in just two days – 148 people came 

to Christ.
“All we can say is God had them 

ready to receive the gospel,” Fielding 

said of the villagers. He explained 

that some of the Haitians the ABSC 

trained last fall to start Bible stud-

ies and to plant congregations have 

See HAITI page 2

THE ABN is launching a new 

Church Tech page today. Articles 

will include using social media 

and the Internet for ministry, as 

well as information about com-

puters and multimedia. Be sure 

to check it out on Page 6!

Church tech

Baptist collegiate ministry volunteers teach Haitian church planting conference.

Lisa Watson

Arkansas Baptist News

WHEN IT COMES to strategies 

to share Christ with others, riding 

horses on a trail ride might not 

be the first activity that comes to 

mind. But at Three Trees Cowboy 

Church in Wynne, trail riding is 

one of many non-traditional activi-

ties members employ to spread the 

gospel.
The church, which began meet-

ing Jan. 9, is one of a number of 

“cowboy churches” that have been 

planted across Arkansas the past 

few years.

At Three Trees, they do things 

a little differently than the typical 

Arkansas Baptist church, said Tracy 

Wilson, pastor.

Blue jeans, boots and cowboy 

hats are normal Sunday morning 

attire. Worship music leans heav-

ily toward country and western. 

There’s a feed bucket at the back of 

the room for tithes and offerings, 

and baptisms are conducted in a 

horse trough.

Wilson admits the church is not 

for everyone. “This type of ministry 

reaches folks that, for some reason, 

don’t go to a traditional church.”

Though worship styles and 

practices at the church may look 

a little different, don’t be fooled. 

The church is a bona fide Arkansas 

Baptist church.

Three Trees partners with 

Higher Trails Cowboy Church, 

Paragould; Central Baptist Church, 

Jonesboro; and the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention.

As a church, Three Trees is in-

volved in Arkansas Baptist life, said 

Ray Dean Davis, Tri-County Bap-

tist Association missionary. “They 

are actively participating in CP and 

associational giving. 

See COWBOY page 7

Cowboy Church impacts Wynne

Sharing Jesus from horseback

Special section outlines tips 
for better health, earthquake 

preparedness.

Health
section

pages 6-7
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A MASSIVE OUTBREAK of severe 

weather, including heavy rain, hail, 

flash flooding, straight-line winds 

and tornadoes, battered the south-

eastern half of the United States, 

including Arkansas, April 25-28. 

More than 260 people were killed 

in the storms, which spawned an 

estimated 250 tornadoes, accord-

ing to reports on the Weather.com 

Web site. At least five tornadoes 

have been confirmed in Arkansas. 

At press time, state media were re-

porting 12 Arkansans have died as a 

result of the storms. 
Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 

volunteers worked in five areas 

throughout the state, removing fall-

en trees from homes, cleaning up 

debris, securing tarps on damaged 

roofs, feeding storm victims and 

even providing spiritual counseling 

in storm-damaged communities.

In Hot Springs, the following 

churches and associations provided 

assistance: Balboa Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs Village; Arkansas River 

Valley Baptist Association, Russell-

ville; and Little River Baptist Asso-

ciation, Nashville. Volunteers are 

working out of Walnut Valley Bap-

tist Church, Hot Springs Village, 

which also sustained some damage 

in the storms. A crisis chaplain was 

also available to provide counseling 

to storm victims.
Recovery units working in the 

Vilonia area included Unit No. 1; 

Arkansas Valley Baptist Association, 

West Helena; Harmony Baptist As-

Crews respond after severe stormsArkansas Baptist disaster relief

First Baptist Church, Marion, 

served as base of operations for di-

saster relief crews from Tri-County 

Baptist Association, Wynne; Walnut 

Street Baptist Church, Jonesboro; 

and Mississippi County Baptist As-

sociation, Blytheville.
Following another severe storm 

system April 19, Arkansas Baptist 

disaster relief volunteers worked in  

Osceola and Wilson and surround-

ing areas.  
Clay Hallmark, pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Marion, applauded 

the quick response of disaster relief 

volunteers following the storm.

“As soon as the storm blew over 

Tuesday night in eastern Arkansas, 

ABSC disaster relief teams were al-

ready mobilizing to descend upon 

the towns of Wilson, Kiser and 

Osceola to work clearing away the 

debris and destruction left by the 

storm,” he said. 

LISA BYRD, a member of First 

Baptist Church, Harrisburg, has 

been named the 2011 ABN Moth-

er of the Year. Byrd was presented 

a gift card during the May 1 wor-

ship service at First Baptist.

ABN readers nominated moth-

ers by submitting a “Tribute to 

a Godly Mother.” Lindsey Byrd, 

Mrs. Byrd’s 12-year-old grand-

daughter, submitted the winning 

nomination. Her tribute appears 

on page 8.
Lisa Byrd, who adopted her 

grandchildren, Lindsey and her 

two siblings, Leah, 11, and Austin, 

8, works as a paid nursery worker 

at First Baptist and as a substitute 

teacher in the local elementary 

school.

Lisa Byrd ‘Mother of the Year’

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

IT’S BEEN 10 YEARS since Jaime 

Zamarrón and Oliver Martínez 

began praying about the possibility 

of starting a Hispanic church. 

The men, who were attending 

the Hispanic Baptist Seminary in 

San Antonio, Texas, at the time, 

prayed specifically for a number of 

things. 
First, they prayed for a church to 

hire them as a church planting team 

– though they knew it would be out 

of the ordinary. Most churches hire 

only one church planter, not two.

They also prayed about the best 

area in which to plant a church. It 

needed to be one with a large His-

panic population. 

But that’s not all they prayed for. 

They also wanted to be close to a 

major airport for ease of doing in-

ternational missions, as well as to 

be close to a university where inter-

nationals worked.
God answered their prayers 

when First Baptist Church, Rogers, 

hired both men to plant a Hispanic 

church in northwest Arkansas in 

2003.
Wes George, pastor of First Bap-

tist Church, Rogers, said the church 

“hit a home run” when Zamarrón 

and Martínez joined their staff.

“They are great guys,” he said. 

“They are smart, cutting edge, 

humble and educated – the total 

package.”
Within months, the duo had 

started a small Bible study in Rog-

ers. That core group began to grow, 

and it soon outgrew the home 

where it was meeting.
The church, Iglesia Cuerpo Vivo 

Internacional (ICVI), was formed 

from that group June 3, 2003, with 

35 people.
Today, ICVI averages about 

200 in worship. More than 300 at-

tended the church’s Easter Sunday 

service, said Zamarrón. ICVI plans 

to participate in the “Christ is the 

Answer” crusade. The Easter Sun-

day service was part of the church’s 

commitment to the initiative.

The church meets at the former 

location of First Baptist Church, 

Rogers. 
They say 80 percent of the peo-

Rogers Hispanic ministry ‘exciting’

See HISPANIC page 2

Hispanic churches across 
Arkansas to host ‘mini-

crusades’ in October.

Hispanic
crusades

page 2

Jaime Zamarrón, ICVI pastor

Hallmark said disaster relief vol-

unteers provided not only recovery 

efforts for area residents, but also 

helped Harvest Baptist Church min-

ister to the community. Harvest Bap-

tist, a new church start sponsored by 

First Baptist, Marion, held its first 

service Easter Sunday.
He said, “When those yellow 

shirts and caps show up at someone’s 

home, the gospel of Jesus Christ is 

also showing up with them.”

Disaster relief recovery units de-

ployed in eastern Arkansas included 

Mississippi County Baptist Associa-

tion, Blytheville, Walnut Street Bap-

tist Church, Jonesboro, and East 

Side Baptist Church, Osceola. 

For more information, go to www.

absc.org/vols-and-missions/disaster-

relief.html, or contact Bill Cantrell 

at 800-838-2272, ext. 5249.

For more disaster relief coverage, go to 

www.arkansasbaptist.org.

sociation, Pine Bluff; and Caroline 

Baptist Association, Lonoke. In 

addition, the Calvary Baptist As-

sociation, Searcy, feeding unit pro-

vided more than 300 meals, and the 

Mount Zion Baptist Association, 

Jonesboro, set up its shower unit at 

First Baptist Church, Vilonia. Two 

crisis chaplains provided counseling 

to storm victims.
Disaster relief volunteers from 

Union Valley Baptist Church, 

Searcy; Independence Baptist Asso-

ciation, Batesville; and Rocky Bayou 

Baptist Association, Franklin, pro-

vided assistance in the Beebe/Cabot 

area. First Baptist Church, Beebe, 

served as base of operations.

Recovery units in the North Little 

Rock area included North Pulaski 

Baptist Association, Sherwood, and 

The Church at Rock Creek, Little 

Rock.

Charlie Collins, a member of The Church at Rock 

Creek, Little Rock, cuts up a fallen tree.

Unity Baptist Church, 
Paragould, to hold 14 block 

parties across Arkansas.

First Baptist Church, 
Benton, celebrates 175th 

anniversary.

Church
anniversary

Block party
‘gurus’
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CONNECT 2011 impacts River Valley
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

ALTHOUGH THE already sum-
mer-like heat may have tempted 
some to put their feet up in front of 
the TV, a group of 231 participants 
from 23 churches grabbed saws and 
hammers, rakes and mowers, and 
headed into the community to serve 
as part of the CONNECT 2011 mis-
sion trip April 8-10.

This is the third year for CON-
NECT, which is sponsored by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

(ABSC) missions support team.
This year, groups ministered 

through Arkansas River Valley Bap-
tist Association churches. The week-
end included times of worship and 
service.

Charity Gardner, ABSC missions 
support team member and event co-
ordinator along with team member 
Travis McCormick, said the goal 
of the event is to connect students 
with God, other Christians and the 
community.

“We hope that students will walk 
away from CONNECT with a vision 

for reaching their communities,” 
said Gardner. 

And she said this is happening. 
“Three years ago this began as 

a vision, and now we have seen it 
grow to be vital. It is more than just 
a weekend mission trip – it has be-
come a lifestyle as the students re-
turn back to their own communities 
and churches.”

Mike Conyers, pastor at Sulphur 
Rock Baptist Church, Sulphur 
Rock, noted the impact it had on 

See CONNECT page 7

Breanne Goodrum
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Bap-
tist University’s semi-annual Tiger 
Serve Day set a spring semester re-
cord with more than 800 students, 

faculty and staff members partici-
pating in the April 2 commu-

nity service blitz. 
Tiger Serve Day, spon-

sored by Ouachita’s Ben 
M. Elrod Center for Fam-

ily and Community, at-
tracted a total of 805 
volunteers serving on 
85 teams and complet-
ing 103 projects for 
individuals, families, 
churches and organi-

zations throughout the 
Arkadelphia and Caddo 

Valley area. Participants 

also reached out to communities in 
Little Rock and Texarkana as part 
of the student-led service effort. 

“The service culture of Ouachita 
was on full display this past 
Saturday,” said Elrod 
Center Director Ian 
Cosh, vice president 
of community and 
international engage-
ment. “The large 
numbers of people 
served demonstrates 
that students not only 
enjoy service, but under-
stand that those who are 
served are affirmed by the service 
they receive.” 

This marked the second consecu-
tive Tiger Serve Day to exceed 800 
participants, representing more 
than half of Ouachita’s student en-
rollment. The fall 2010 Tiger Serve 

Day involved a record 920 volun-
teers. 

“One of the values of Ouachita 
is to promote a vibrant commu-
nity and to develop the leadership 

character of our students,” 
Cosh said. “We also believe 

that, in order to be a good 
neighbor to our commu-
nity, we have to serve in 
a quality and consistent 
manner, which is why we 

have Tiger Serve Day on 
the university calendar each 

semester.”
“Tiger Serve Day teams volun-

teer to do jobs including yard work, 
painting, washing cars and home 
cleaning for families and individu-
als throughout the area,” said Judy 
Duvall, assistant director of the 

Ouachita Tiger Serve Day attracts 800 volunteers

See OUACHITA page 2

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Fifty 
baptisms in 13 days. A Billy Graham 
Crusade you say? No, it’s a “mercy 
drop” of Holy Spirit proportions, ac-
cording to Summit Church pastor 
Bill Elliff. 

“It has been real authentic,” 
said Elliff of the happenings at the 
church the past several weeks. “Peo-
ple are crying out to the Lord.”

As of press time, Summit Church 
is 13 days into what is being called 
“a spontaneous movement of God” 
that started Sunday, April 3, when 
Elliff preached on “Quenching the 

Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 5:19-22).
During the second service that 

morning, Elliff suspended his mes-
sage when a man in the audience 
stood up and said, “We must do 
this right now,” and made an impas-
sioned plea to those gathered for the 
service.

“We went to prayer, and I stood 
by a mic on the floor and just en-
couraged the people to do exactly 
what the Spirit of God was telling 
them,” recounted Elliff. “For the 
next three hours there were waves 
of confession, brokenness (and) the 
altar would fill up and groups (were 

50 baptisms in 13 days
Revival erupts at NLR church

See REVIVAL page 3
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Shelbie Dodson, of Rea Valley Baptist Church, 
Flippin, helps build a back porch.

Summit pastor Bill Elliff, center, listens as men share during the April 13 service. From left, Gary 
Goldman, Mike Wood, Elliff and Keith Runkle. Photo by Guy Lyons

J. L. West, 
Ouachita 
admissions 
counselor

Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, teen boys begin student-led Bible study.

Student-led
Bible study
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‘Ministry Day’ impacts lives

A life invested in campus ministry

400 Greene County volunteers participate

ASU’s Arliss Dickerson retires after 41 years

RECENT FLOODING along the Black River and its tributaries dam-aged three Arkansas Baptist church-es. More than 2.5 feet of water in-undated Shannon Baptist Church, Pocahontas, following heavy rains May 1-2. The church sustained ex-tensive damage, including destroyed pews, flooring and drywall. Flood-waters have receded and church members and other volunteers have 

already begun clean up.
Also in Current-Gaines Baptist Association, First Baptist Church, Success, and Calvary Baptist Church, Corning, sustained dam-age. The damage to First Baptist, Success, was limited to flooring after floodwaters deposited about 1.5 inches of water, said Don Set-

Three Ark. churches flooded

“Spontaneous movement of God” continues to spread to churches in Central Arkansas.

Prayer
revival

page 3

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

WHEN ARLISS DICKERSON began serving in 1979 as Baptist Student Minister on the campus of Arkansas State University (ASU) in Jonesboro, a long-term tenure wasn’t his plan. “I thought I’d stay five to 10 years,” he recalled.He did stay. For 32 years.Dickerson retires as Arkansas State Baptist collegiate minister May 31. In all, he has served in Ar-kansas Baptist campus ministry for a sum total of 41 years. 

Dickerson’s love for collegiate ministry began while he was a stu-dent at Southern Baptist College (now Williams Baptist College). He also served as Baptist Student Union (BSU) president when he at-tended college there and when he transferred to Arkansas State. He was finishing his college ca-reer about the time the Vietnam War “was in high gear,” he said. When he finished college, he was offered a position as a part-time campus minister, which he de-clined because he was not ordained and could not be deferred from the 

draft. He instead took a job as a teacher in Piggott.
On June 1, 1968, he and his wife, Sue, married. And just a few weeks later, he was drafted. It was during his service in Viet-nam that he was offered a position as campus minister at ASU. But, because he still had quite a bit of time left to serve in Vietnam, he was unable to accept. 

Instead, the campus minister from Henderson State University took the position. Later that year, 

Sue and Arliss DickersonSee DICKERSON page 12

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

PARAGOULD – For Paula Easton, a widow from Paragould, the incessant noise of a backhoe in her back yard signaled just one thing – an add-on room that was literally crumbling off her house was finally going to be torn down completely. Volunteers from several Greene County Bap-tist Association churches spent May 7 removing the room from Easton’s home and tearing down an out building in her back yard.Easton, who said she was unable to do the job herself because of health problems, was grateful for the assistance. 

“I just appreciate them coming to do this for me,” she said. “If this had cost me money, I never would have been able to have it done. But they aren’t charging anything. They are just doing it out of the goodness of their own hearts.”The elderly woman was among hundreds of people across Greene County who received help as part of Paragould Ministry Day, a one-day mis-sion outreach, May 7.
More than 400 volunteers from 18 churches in Greene County Baptist Association spent the day mowing yards, building wheelchair ramps, treating people with medical and dental concerns, 

Joe Westbury
The Christian Index

ALPHARETTA, Ga. – NAMB’s “historic overhaul,” first rolled out at the agency’s February board meet-ing, gained momentum at its May 11 board meeting as the president, 

Kevin Ezell, continued to flesh out the skeleton of the revamped mis-sions entity.
Trustees approved a rewriting of the agency’s ministry statement as first handed down by the Covenant for a New Century in 1995. Some observers criticized the original doc-

NAMB trustees approve new mission statement
ument for being too broad and not allowing NAMB to concentrate on core assignments.

The revised document addresses that issue – realigning its priorities and reducing its ministry assign-ments from nine to six. Reflecting the direction as outlined in the 

Great Commission Resurgence Task Force Report, the statement is more focused and places church planting at the top of the agency’s hierarchy of priorities.
Notable is a shift in verbiage, 

Paragould resident Ava Gates (left) has her blood pressure taken by Debbie Miles, a nurse practitioner and member of East Side Baptist Church, Paragould.

Church rebuilt
Earle Baptist Church, Earle, was re-cently dedicated after a devastating tornado. See story on page 7.

See PROJECT page 2

See NAMB page 3

See FLOODING page 2
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churches in Central Arkansas.

A full year (25 issues) of the 
ABNNow digital edition

Matt Ramsey 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Have you ever wanted unbe-
lievers outside your church to hear 
your Sunday morning sermon? With 
the help of the Internet, this is pos-
sible through podcasting. Podcasting 
can become a very effective tool for 
your ministry by giving unbelievers 
a chance to experience 
your church in a less 
threatening environ-
ment.

Podcasting is much 
more than just putting 
your sermon audio on 
your Web site. This 
method limits the 
ability to receive new 
content by causing 
the user to manually 
download the files, 
which can be frustrat-
ing. Podcasting gives 
the user a way of sub-
scribing to audio con-
tent that automatically 
makes sure new con-
tent is downloaded 
whenever it becomes 
available.

Now that you understand what 
podcasting is all about, take a look 
at these steps to help start your pod-
casting experience.

Step 1 – Make a quality MP3 
digital audio file.

In order to make the best pos-
sible podcast, get with your sound 
technicians and go over some basic 
sound recording practices, such as 
having a strong signal and checking 
the audio levels. As your sound per-
son is recording the message, have 
them make sure the input level on 
the meter is consistently hitting the 
0db (decibel) mark and occasion-
ally spiking into the red zone. If the 
input meter is only barely register-
ing or never getting close to the 0db 
mark, you need to turn up the input 
level knob until it does. It’s impor-
tant to make sure everyone is on the 
same page to achieve good, quality 
audio for the podcast.

Most churches today record 

their sermons in one of three ways: 
straight to a CD, straight to a com-
puter or straight to a dedicated digi-
tal recording device of some sort. 
Any of these options will allow you 
to make the MP3 digital audio file 
that is required for podcasting.

If you are recording straight to 
a computer or digital recording 
device, you’re well on your way to 

starting a podcast. 
Just make sure you 
are recording in the 
MP3 audio format; 
otherwise, you could 
have problems later 
on in the process. 
If you are recording 
straight to CD, you 
will need to transfer 
the audio to your 
computer by using 
iTunes and select 
the MP3 option.

Step 2 – Upload 
your audio to a host 
site.

In order to pro-
duce a podcast, you 
are required to up-
load your audio to 

a Web site. There are some great 
online services that can get your 
podcast up and running in min-
utes with no technical experience 
needed. These podcasting services 
allow you to upload your audio files 
and then will host them for you on-
line.  They also allow you to set up 
the RSS feeds that allow people to 
subscribe to your podcast and auto-
matically download the newest one. 
An RSS feed is a format for deliver-
ing regularly-changing Web content. 
This allows you to receive informa-
tion without visiting an actual Web 
site, and it is used with several news 
and social media sites.

There are several hosting sites 
that you could use, but most of 
them require a monthly fee. Many 
churches can’t always fit this extra 
cost into their budgets. With this in 
mind, here is a list of free hosting 
sites to help you get your podcast 
started:

• Sermon Companion – www.

sermoncompanion.com/home.
aspx,

• Sermon Cloud – www.sermon-
cloud.com,

• Podcast Machine – www.pod-
castmachine.com,

• Podbean – www.podbean.
com.

Step 3 – Get your podcast on 
iTunes.

So, your sermons are recorded 
digitally and are hosted online. 
What now? Most of the podcasting 
services will provide a few options 
for letting people access the audio 
files. Some may provide you with a 
podcast Web site that you can link 
to from your own Web site, and 
some may provide you with code 
that will allow you to embed the 
podcast within your own site. These 
options are good, but in order to 
get the most out of your podcasting 
experience, you will want to submit 
your podcast to the iTunes podcast 
directory.

ITunes provides the most popu-
lar podcast directory by far, and 
every podcast hosting service should 
provide clear instructions on how to 
get listed. For instructions on sub-
mitting your podcast to iTunes, visit 
www.apple.com/itunes/podcasts/
creatorfaq.html.

This is a great option because 
people are familiar with iTunes 
and use it on a regular basis. It also 
shows people that you have a le-
gitimate podcast and gives it more 
weight because it is on iTunes.

Step 4 – Spread the word.
Even though you have gone 

through the proper steps of produc-
ing a podcast, it still doesn’t mean 
people will know you have one. Just 
like any other ministry your church 
does, advertisement will play a big 
part in how popular your podcast 
will be. 

Try promoting the podcast on 
the front page of your Web site or 
Sunday bulletin and during the an-
nouncement time at the end of the 
service. The more places you pro-
mote the podcast, the more poten-
tial you have to reach more unbe-
lievers.

Podcasting is a very simple and 
easy way to showcase your church to 
people who may never set foot in it.  
If your goal is to have your message 
heard by the most people possible, 
then give podcasting a try today.

For more information about podcast-
ing, please email Matt Ramsey with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
executive support team at mramsey@
absc.org.

An easy guide to podcasting sermons
Church Tech8   June 16, 2011



Internet capabilities, running on ei-
ther WiFi or 3G.

“We are excited to be the first 
school in the area to introduce the 
iPad to the classroom,” said Bennett. 
“Our kindergarten students will be 
able to work with an iPad on a daily 
basis. This will certainly not replace 
any curriculum, but enhance and re-
inforce our core curriculum for these 
grades. There are hundreds of apps 
for the iPad that are geared specifi-
cally for these age groups.”

“These children can relate to tech-
nology-driven instruction because 

STUDENTS
continued from page one

they have grown up with it,” said 
Bennett.  “We see the iPad playing 
a role in offering supplemental in-
struction in math, reading, art and 
foreign languages,” he said.

Bennett said he believes the cur-
rent generation of students learn 
best with hands-on activities and 
are visual learners. “IPads offer both 
hands-on and visual learning oppor-
tunities,” he said, noting he knows 
of kindergarten-age children who 
are already using iPads.

Bennett said the school district 
plans to create iPad Learning Cen-
ters with the devices. The school dis-
trict will provide the iPads to the stu-
dents at no additional cost beyond 
their current tuition schedule.

The idea for offering this tech-
nology in the classroom came from 
a visit to a Christian school using 
iPads in Memphis. “We wanted 
to be on the cutting edge in Little 
Rock, … and we felt like kindergar-
ten was a good place to start,” said 
Bennett.

In addition to using iPads in ele-
mentary school classrooms, Bennett 
said Arkansas Baptist High School 
plans to begin offering concurrent 
college credit courses through John 
Brown University in Siloam Springs. 
He said Arkansas Baptist is the first 
private school in the area to offer 
courses for college credit, and the 
credits will be transferable to other 
colleges throughout the state.

This year, the school is offering 
English Comp 1 and 2, Speech, 
Survey of College Calculus and Sta-
tistics. He said the school plans to 
add more courses each year. “When 
a student graduates from Arkansas 
Baptist, our goal would be for that 
student to have a majority of college 
freshman classes completed if they 
choose,” said Bennett.

Most importantly, Bennett said 
as education changes throughout 
the years, school administrators 
hope Arkansas Baptist schools will  
“stay ahead of the curve.”  

“I think this proves our commit-
ment to be on the cutting edge for 
education,” said Jim Lagrone, pas-
tor of First Church, Little Rock. 

Protecting children from Web predators
WASHINGTON (BP) – Parents, 
teachers and youth leaders can take 
steps to protect children and youth 
from becoming victims of online 
predators and sex traffickers, spe-
cialists say. 

Experts warn that the threat of 
children being exploited and traf-
ficked is widespread. 

Even a decade ago, an estimated 
293,000 American youth were at 
risk of becoming victims of commer-
cial sexual exploitation, according 
to a 2001 report by the University of 

Pennsylvania. An estimated 100,000 
U.S. children are trafficked annu-
ally.

Cris Clapp Logan of Enough Is 
Enough, an organization that works 
to protect children on the Inter-
net, said the sex industry’s growing 
demand has created more online 
predators and more sexual traffick-
ing perpetrators. Logan suggested 
the following ways to keep children 
safe while they are on the Internet: 
Parents need to be educated about 
the potential dangers, need to lay 

down clear Internet safety rules and 
should avoid giving their children 
full rein in the computer world. 
Children should only communicate 
online with people they know and 
trust and with whom they have face-
to-face relationships.

Logan also mentioned signs that 
parents, teachers and youth lead-
ers can spot if a child is contacting 
a predator or is being exploited. 
Among the signs are the following: 
being secretive about online usage, 
being obsessive about time on the 

Internet, expressing anger when 
restricted from the Internet, down-
loading pornographic materials or 
receiving emails, phone calls or mail 
from unfamiliar contacts.

Trafficking victims may be de-
tected by the following signs: being 
monitored by someone who is not 
a parent, a shift in mental health, 
poor physical health, long work 
hours, extended absences from 
school, a decline in grades, changes 
in overall appearance and struggles 
interacting with peers.
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CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com

ABN Blind Tape 
Ministry

provides a free taped 
recording of the Arkansas 

Baptist News for people who 
are legally blind.

For more information or 
to sign up, please contact 
Becky at 800-838-2272 (in 
state) or in Little Rock at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5156.

Carpenter

Call Toll Free: 800.370.6180

Visit www.carpenterbus.com to
see over 100 New & Used Buses In Stock.
We buy buses and welcome Trade-Ins.

Clearance Sale!
Call for a complete

list of our
Best Priced Buses!

BUSSALES
going the extra mile since 1953

Jenny Redfern
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – From the out-
side looking in, West Side Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, might seem 
like a small church. 

A second glance, however, proves 
that God does not need numbers to 
move in a big way.

Pastor Gene Davis leads the con-
gregation, which averages between 
eight and 20 people Sunday morn-
ings. Davis said “many of the few we 
have” are either on disability or are 
senior citizens.

Yet, the “few” know how to make 
an impact.

The church supports three associ-
ate pastors. One divides his time be-
tween teaching at West Side and an-
other church. Another leads a home 
church in Van Buren. Still another 
brings the gospel to camping sites all 
across Florida.  The church also sup-

Our Churches: West Side Baptist Church

ports a couple from the Highways 
and Hedges Ministry, a motorcycle 
ministry that spreads the gospel 
through biker rallies.  

More recently, the church spon-

sored “A Walk Across Arkansas” 
the weekend before Easter. With 
the help of volunteers from Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, West Side went door-to-door 
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Four students with Arkansas 
Baptist ties were among 209 gradu-
ates at Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, during spring commence-
ment May 6.

Sterling D. Claypoole, of El Do-
rado, was awarded a Doctorate of 
Educational Ministry. Claypoole’s 
home church is Immanuel Baptist 
Church, El Dorado. Richard Gam-
bill, of Warren, received a Master of 
Divinity in biblical theology. Gam-

bill’s home church is Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Warren. Chuck S. Mill-
er, of Tilton, received a Master of 
Arts in Christian education with an 
emphasis in biblical steward leader-
ship. Miller’s home church is Tilton 
Baptist Church, Tilton. O’Henry 
Powell Young IV, of Fort Smith, was 
awarded a Master of Arts in Chris-
tian education with an emphasis in 
childhood education. Young’s home 
church is East Side Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith.

Seminary graduates

Archives
1901-2011

60 years ago - June 1951

delivering gospel materials to the 
citizens in its community. 

Davis said nearly 1,000 homes 
were able to hear about Jesus 
through this ministry.

“We haven’t seen a lot of results,” 
Davis said, “but we sure sowed a lot 
of seeds.”

Davis said the church’s efforts 
were more focused on regularly help-
ing people in need than on grow-
ing in numbers. He said West Side 
Baptist Church was committed to 
establishing new churches that will 
grow and divide, instead of building 
a larger facility. 

“That’s kind of how it was in the 
New Testament, right?” he asked.

The outreach of West Side Baptist 
Church cannot be measured with a 
head count on Sunday morning.

“Only the hand of the Lord could 
allow a church with our attendance 
to reach so many people,” Davis 
said.

To advertise with the ABN, 
contact Nelle O’Bryan at 
800-838-2272, ext. 5155.

Current and former Ar-
kansas Baptists who served as sum-
mer staff at Glorieta Conference 
Center are invited to attend a re-
union at the center Oct. 20-23. 

For more information, call 800-
797-4222, contact keith.lowry@
texasbaptists.org, or visit www.glo-
rietaconferencecenter.org/event/
summerstaffreunion.

Glorieta holds reunion

On the move
Richard Rose is serving at Coro-

Ordinations
First Baptist Church, Caraway, 

ordained Lloyd Wycoff and Terry 
Couch as deacons May 22.

nado Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village, as minister of music.

Milestones
Millie Gill retired from the staff 

of Cross Church, Springdale (see 
story on page 13).

West Side Pastor Gene Davis (left) and James Langford, one of three associate pastors.



point to a day when Christ washed 
their feet. We only need the head-
to-toe cleansing once, but we need 
the foot washing regularly. The 
busyness of our lives often prevents 
it. 

We must discipline ourselves to 
get alone, putting aside the distrac-

tions of life (both good and bad 
things). Sin will also hamper our 
fellowship with Christ. 

The bad news is that each of 
us has much sin in our lives. The 
good news is that Christ stands 
ready, waiting to forgive and 
cleanse. That is, indeed, part of the 
foot washing, spiritual refreshment 
process. Confession and repen-
tance will bring the Foot Washer 
to you. You will be able to bask in 
His love. 

You and I were created to enjoy 
Him; you and I were created for 
Him to enjoy us. Those two truths 
are hard to incorporate into our 
daily lives. 

Get alone with Him; do not 
rush into His presence; do not 
rush out of His presence. Confess 
your sin; ask Him to enjoy you. 
When was the last time you asked 
Him to enjoy you? He longs for 
that. I speak from my own failure; 
it is imperative that you not rush 

out of His presence. Clear your 
mind of all distractions; ask Christ 
to enjoy you in whatever way that 
He desires. 

Ask Him to teach you how 
to enjoy Him. It will require an 
investment of time, but you will 
not regret it.  Your Creator, God 
Himself, wants to be your Foot 
Washer, refreshing you daily. What 
are you waiting for? 

Steve Ellison is pastor of Harvey’s 
Chapel Baptist Church, Hot Springs.
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PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

C l a s s i f i e d s

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Rural Southern Baptist church is seeking a full-
time pastor who agrees with the Baptist Faith 
and Message 2000, loves to preach the Word and 
working with others as we try to minister to the 
community by showing the love of Christ to them 
and their children.  Send resumes and particulars to 
Lonnie Waldrop at Twin Lakes Baptist Church, 3899 
Hwy. 290, Hot Springs, AR 71913.

Hickory Street Baptist Church seeks a Spirit-led 
bi-vocational pastor to nurture a congregation 
of approximately 50 people with a vision of growth. 
Send resumes to 2923 Hickory St., Texarkana, AR 
71854, or submit by email to rhondasullivan.88@
gmail.com. Deadline for submission is June 30.  

Clarendon First Baptist Church seeks full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029.

Cherry Street Baptist Church is currently seek-
ing a pastor. CSBC is located in Clarksville, Ark., 
a city of 9,600 residents in Johnson County, where 
over 19,000 people reside. We have a loving, Christ-
centered congregation and a beautiful sanctuary 
with a Sunday morning attendance of over 40. Our 
sanctuary accommodates approximately 250. We 
also have many classrooms to accommodate growth. 
The pastor’s salary is $40,000, plus a two-bedroom 
parsonage located next to CSBC. The University of 
Ozarks and downtown Clarksville are three blocks 
from CSBC. Staff includes a part-time secretary, 
nursery worker and custodian. We are praying for a 
God-called pastor who is willing to follow the lead 
of the Holy Spirit in a variety of possible ministries. 
Send resumes to P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 
or dstandri@suddenlink.net, or call Dennis at 479-
754-8299.

Southern Baptist church seeking bi-vocation-
al pastor; parsonage available if needed. Please 
send resume to the attention of Bonnie Wilbanks at 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 117, Gillett, AR 72055.

Call 501-982-4564, ext. 22, or email at sammons2@
comcast.net.

Danville First Baptist Church, Danville, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time minister of students. 
Please send resume to Danville FBC, P.O. Box 877, 
Danville, AR 72833 or fbcdan@arkwest.com.

Seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
First Baptist Church, Lead Hill, located in north 
Arkansas is seeking God’s will for our youth. For in-
terested applicants, send your resume to P.O. Box 94, 
Lead Hill, AR 72644, Attn. Pastor Rodney A. Fry. For 
more details, call 870-436-5268, or send email to 
brorodneyfry@gmail.com.

Gassville Baptist Church is looking for a full-
time youth pastor. Interested applicants can send 
their resumes to P.O. Box 158, Gassville, AR 72635 
or email it to gvbapt@gassville.net. We are located 
in North Central Arkansas, close to Mountain Home, 
Ark.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, is receiving 
resumes for part-time minister of students. 
If interested, forward resume to Search Committee 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church, 3408 N. Wyatt Dr., El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

First Baptist Church of Fulton, Mo., is seeking the 
right person to direct, coordinate, oversee 
and continue to develop our worship and 
education ministries. Please send your resume 
to 1baptistfulton@sbcglobal.net, and visit our Web 
site at fbcfultonmo.org.  

Oak Grove Baptist Church, located in Van Buren, 
Ark., is seeking a bi-vocational youth minis-
ter. For details, call 479-474-6674, or send resume 
to OGBC, 4929 Industrial Park Road, Van Buren, AR 
72956.

Immanuel Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational minister of music and youth. Send 
resume to 2201 S. Dallas, Fort Smith, AR 72901, 479-
782-1009 or visit www.immanuelbaptistfs.org.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 

YOUTH RETREAT, etc. - Four log homes, 
2.5 acres; walking distance to Magic Springs, Hot 
Springs; approximately 6,000 square feet (total).  
Call Patsy: 501-262-1142. ERA Rushing McAdams 
Polychron REALTORS.

For Rent: Beautiful gulf-front condomini-
um on Okaloosa Island, Fort Walton Beach, Fla. Near 
Destin. Lots of amenities. Low rates from owner – 
call Lucy, 770-831-3651, or email Lucyclark9@aol.
com.

Fifteen-passenger van needed for ministry 
serving homeless families with children. Would ap-
preciate donation. Also willing to pay fair, market 
value. Contact Family Promise of Pulaski County, 
501-372-0733, or execdir@familypromisepc.org. 

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 
Contact River Road Baptist, P. O. Box 161, Redfield, AR 
72132. 501-397-2576 or 870-536-4109.

Bee Branch Baptist Church in Bee Branch, Ark., is 
seeking a bi-vocational music minister. 501-
654-3024 or John Speer: mrjspeer@yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church of Siloam Springs, Ark., is 
looking for a full-time children’s minister 
to lead an exciting and growing children’s minis-
try. Please send resumes and inquiries to Search 
Committee, 2000 Dawn Hill Road, Siloam Springs, 
AR 72761, or email to office@fbcsiloam.com.

Marshall Road Baptist Church is interviewing for 
the position of bi-vocational youth director. 

Salem Baptist Church, Stephens, Ark., is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Please send resume to John 
Moore, 1454 N. 1st St., Stephens, AR 71764.

Tate Springs Baptist Church, located in Arlington, 
Texas, is a multi-generational, conservative Southern 
Baptist church looking for a senior pastor who can 
operate in a team approach with pastoral staff. Our 
total Sunday morning attendance is 600-650. Please 
forward resume to Terry Jeffries, pastor of administra-
tion, at terry@tatesprings.com or directly to the pulpit 
committee at pastorsearch@tatesprings.com.

Calvary Baptist Church of Dardanelle, Ark., is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Sunday School attendance 
averages 55-60. Will also consider bi-vocational pas-
tor. Will be receiving resumes until July 15, 2011. 
Send resume to Calvary Baptist Church, P.O. Box 532, 
Dardanelle, AR 72834, Attn. Bob Loyd, or email to 
docbob72834@hotmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Unionville, Mo., a dispensa-
tional, fundamentally conservative church, is prayer-
fully seeking an experienced full-time senior pas-
tor.  Send resume and detailed doctrinal statement 
to 104 N. 15th, Unionville, MO 63565, or email fbc-
unionville@hotmail.com. Web site: fbcunionville.org.

resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.
First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-

time or full-time music minister. Send re-
sume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, 
AR 72024.

Cullendale First Baptist Church, Camden, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time youth/student life min-
ister. Salary based on experience and education. 
Current youth program averages 45-55 students 
weekly. Please send resume and, if possible, audio or 
video to bwilliams@cullendalefbc.org or 1850 Cash 
Road, Camden, AR 71701. Applications accepted 
until June 30, 2011.

First Baptist Church of Fordyce, Ark., is seeking a 
full-time position for worship leader/edu-
cation/senior adults. If interested, please send 
resume to 501 North Main Street, Fordyce, AR 71742, 
Attn:  Search Committee.

Send classified ads to 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.org or call 

800-838-2272, ext. 5155.

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) has announced the appoint-
ment of three summer interns to 
work alongside the staff this sum-
mer.

The interns will be Jenny Red-
fern, 20, of Danville; Caleb Yar-
brough, 21, of Athens, Ga.; and 
Cassie Harrell Franklin, 22, of 
North Little Rock.

Redfern, a 2009 graduate of Dan-
ville High School, is a junior at John 
Brown University, Siloam Springs, 
where she is majoring in journalism 
and minoring in graphic design and 
marketing. Redfern is the daughter 
of Robert and Lauren Redfern of 
Danville.

Yarbrough, a 2008 graduate of 

South Forsyth High School, Cum-
ming, Ga., is a senior at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, Athens, where he 
is pursuing a double major in jour-
nalism/advertising and history. Yar-
brough is the son of Tim and Pamm 
Yarbrough of North Little Rock.

Franklin is a 2007 graduate of 
Springhill High School, Springhill, 
La., and a 2011 graduate of Ouach-
ita Baptist University, Arkadelphia, 
with a degree in mass communica-
tions and a minor in English writ-
ing. Franklin, who was married 

June 11 to Aaron Franklin, is the 
daughter of David and Becky Har-
rell of Ruston, La.

“We are so excited to have three 
very capable interns joining us here 
at the newspaper this summer,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor. “We 
look forward to using their various 
talents and skills to not only provide 
them important ‘hands on’ religious 
newspaper experience, but to help 
us better report on the activities of 
Arkansas Baptists.”

Interns may be contacted at their 
ABN email addresses: Redfern at 
jenny@arkansasbaptist.org, Yar-
brough at caleb@arkansasbaptist.org 
and Franklin at cassie@arkansasbap-
tist.org.

Interns to serve at ABN this summer

Redfern FranklinYarbrough

WASHING
continued from page five
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

PARAGOULD – Members of the Women on 
Mission (WOM) group at First Baptist Church, 
Paragould, recently sewed dolls to send to Native 
American children in New Mexico.

Susan Steeger, WOM member and wife of 
First Baptist pastor Bill Steeger, said the idea to 
make the dolls came from seamstress and fellow 
WOM member Ann Bowers, who suggested the 
group “do a hands-on project.” Bowers had read 
about the doll project in the Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) Missions Mosaic magazine. 

So, the women set to work. Some donated fab-
ric. Some cut fabric. Others stitched or stuffed 
dolls. After about two months of work, the 
women had completed more than 50 dolls.

“I’m not going to quit,” said Smalling. “I can’t 
quit yet. You know, God’s left me here this long. 
I’m still supposed to be valuable for some reason. 
I haven’t figured it out yet, but I just keep going. 
And I just love to work. I always have.”

Steeger shared words from Smalling that have 
stayed with her.

“She just said, ‘I feel like I need to do what is 
my reasonable service.’ That’s how she says it,” 
Steeger said, adding that Smalling is “dynamic 
and on-fire about everything.”

“Well that’s what keeps you happy is to stay 
busy,” Smalling said. “Isn’t the devil’s workshop 
the other side of it?” 

Yes, you say?
That’s what she thought, too.
Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jessica@arkansasbap-

tist.org.

Dolls for children make kingdom impact

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

PANGBURN – First Baptist Church, Pang-
burn, in conjunction with Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church, near Heber Springs, and two 
other churches, recently hosted a showing of 
the movie “Heaven’s Rain,” the true story of 
pain and forgiveness as experienced by Brooks 
Douglass, the son of Southern Baptist mission-
aries Richard and Marilyn Douglass.

Called “a tribute” to his parents, the movie 
depicts the Douglass family’s life as missionar-
ies to Brazil, followed by their return to the 
United States where two men attacked the fam-
ily, killing both parents and wounding Doug-
lass and his sister. 

In the aftermath of the attack, Douglass and 
his sister struggle to pick up their lives, and 
Douglass eventually finds himself face-to-face 
with one of his attackers and the decision to 
forgive him.

The May 21 screening, which was held at the 
Pangburn Performing Arts Center, marked the 
movie’s first screening in Arkansas. A second 
screening was held at First Baptist June 12. 
Douglass attended the May 21 screening and 
held a question and answer session following 

the movie. He shared his testimony at First 
Baptist May 22.

“Well, the whole purpose of showing it was 
the message on forgiveness,” said Alan Cook, 
First Baptist pastor. 

“And you know we have a tendency in to-
day’s time to hold a lot of grudges against peo-
ple and a lot of things, and just the message of 
forgiving – that’s what really caught our atten-
tion, and (we) just thought this is something 
our community needs.”

Cook continued, “People just needed to un-
derstand that we’re trying to live this life with 
one another, and we need to help one another 
and mainly we need to forgive each other.”

Cook said the screening was a success.
“We reached some people that otherwise 

we couldn’t have reached in our churches, and 
I think it was a big success in a lot of ways for 
our community.”

He encouraged those who haven’t seen 
“Heaven’s Rain” to watch it, especially if they 
are able to go to a viewing where Douglass will 
be present. 

“For a soft-spoken man, he has a big testimo-
ny that can reach a lot of people,” Cook said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jessica@arkansas-
baptist.org.

‘Heaven’s Rain’ pours on Pangburn

“A heart for missions runs deep within our 
WOM at First Baptist, Paragould,” Steeger said. 

She explained the desire to reach out to Na-
tive American children is reminiscent of Annie 
Armstrong’s passion for the same thing. She said 
the church has tried to focus more on Annie this 
year.

“And the dolls were just sort of an outcome of 
all of this, you know, all this activity about Annie,” 
Steeger said, adding that they hope to make more 
dolls this summer to send somewhere.

Although six or seven women did the major 
work, the rest of the group, which totals about 15 
women, also contributed with smaller tasks. She 
explained the group members are older and many 
have health problems.

“So this is, I think, commendable that they 
would do this – you know, take it on at their age 
and be excited about it,” she said. 

Although some are limited by their physical 
ailments, she said the women “have a really sweet 
spirit about sharing whatever they can do, even 
(if) it’s the financial thing to buy stuffing for the 
dolls because it takes a lot of stuffing material.”

Jerry Smalling, one of the WOM leaders, ex-
plained about the women, “They love the Lord 
and they love missions.”

She added, “They can’t do anything as physi-
cal as they used to, but they’re there to support 
everything 100 percent.”

She said making the dolls is one way women 
can serve and make a kingdom impact.

Smalling does not see age as a limitation to 
keep one from serving. 

“Well the thing about it is senior adults need 
other senior adults in the sense that they don’t 
need to feel like they can’t do anything. You 
know, as long as you’ve got a telephone in your 
house, there’s no reason why you cannot contact 
other people and lift their day.”

Despite her own physical ailments, Smalling 
lives out this keep-serving principle in her own 
life.Dolls made by WOM.

From left: Vera Mitchell, Mary Morgan, Bonnie Maxwell and 
Caroline Bogan show off dolls made for Native American chil-
dren.

Douglass
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Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

SPRINGDALE – Millie Gill is giv-
ing retirement another shot. 

When Gill retired from the staff 
of the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
in December 2002 after more than 
27 years of service, she continued 
working in Christian ministry, first 
on the staff of First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and then at Cross 
Church, Springdale (then First Bap-
tist Church, Springdale).

The 76-year-old officially retired 
from the staff of Cross Church May 
31 for health reasons. The church 
honored her during a recent senior 
adult dinner and church-wide recep-
tion.

At Cross Church, Gill worked 
primarily with Charlie Foster, who 
serves as minister of 
senior adults and pas-
toral care. 

Her responsibilities 
included ministering 
to senior adults who 
are homebound, in 
nursing homes and 
in the hospital. In 
addition, she made 
personal phone calls 
to more than 260 wid-
ows in Cross Church 
several times a year. 

Gill also made 
decorations for se-
nior adult luncheons, 
breakfasts and funer-
als at Cross Church.

“I ministered to 
some wonderful people,” she said, 
noting she was “blessed” by her min-
istry at the church, working along-

Former Arkansas Baptist employee retires again
side Foster.

“All of it has been a reward. God 
has blessed me tremendously.”

Of Gill, Foster said, “I really 
think that only heaven can tell the 
people she ministered to while serv-
ing alongside me at Cross Church in 
pastoral care.”

When Gill first began working at 
the ABN (then called Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine) in December 1975, 
she served not only as staff writer, 
but also worked part-time for the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
annuity office. She came to the ABN 
with 10 years of experience working 
for a newspaper in Blytheville, her 
hometown.

A few years later, former ABN 
Editor Everett Sneed asked Gill to 
take over the ABN photo lab. 

“I said I would do it if he let me 
go to school,” said 
Gill. In addition, she 
became a proficient 
photographer, attend-
ing the Baptist photo-
journalism conferenc-
es, teaching Ouachita 
Baptist University and 
Williams Baptist Col-
lege students photog-
raphy dark room skills 
and working with 
noted International 
Mission Board and 
North American Mis-
sion Board photogra-
phers.

In time, Gill was 
promoted to executive 
assistant to the editor, 

a role she continued to serve in until 
her retirement. This role added the 
responsibilities of office manage-

using computers to lay out pages.
Gill credits the Lord with provid-

ing each of the jobs she has had in 
ministry. She said, when her hus-
band died in 1974, she committed 
her life to the Lord, praying for an 
opportunity to serve Him in min-
istry. Nine months later, she began 
working at the ABN. 

Gill now lives with her sister 
and brother-in-law, Loretta and Jim 
Tidwell, in Rogers. Gill, who has 
suffered from chronic pain for a 
number of years, is thankful for the 
opportunities she has had to serve 
in ministry.

However, she is enjoying retire-
ment. “I think it’s wonderful,” she 
said. “It’s the first time since I was 
14 years old that I haven’t had a job 
to go to.”

“It’s a real pleasure for me,” she 
said. “I will get to do a lot of reading 
and sewing and some baking.” 

She plans to travel with the 
Tidwells. 

She believes her health problems 
will be easier to manage, noting her 
doctor had pressed her to “cut back” 
on work for a number of years. “I 
can really tell a difference,” she said, 
adding she had witnessed a decrease 
in her stress and, consequently, in 
her pain level.

She also gives credit to Arkansas 
Baptists who helped “assist me in 
rearing my daughter from a 10-year-
old to becoming a very talented and 
thoughtful adult.”

Her daughter, Lou Ann Gartrell, 
lives with her husband, Steve, in 
Joshua, Texas. Gill has one grand-
son, Stephen.

Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Millie Gill today.

Calvary Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, dedicated a new $4.9 

million facility June 5. The 
worship center, which seats 

more than 600 people, features 
a hybrid pipe organ, which 

contains both pipes and digital 
sounds. The brass pipes, which 
adorn the front of the worship 

center, were purchased from 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, when it relocated in 2003. 

Other features include a choir 
rehearsal room, separate bride 

and groom dressing rooms, 
a handicap lift and multiple 

restrooms.  

Church dedication

Ed Simpson, Calvary Baptist pastor, speaks at the church’s dedication service.

ment to her previous job of traveling 
the state to write and take photos in 
Arkansas Baptist churches.

She said working with Arkansas 
Baptists throughout her ministry at 
the ABN was “an honor.”

She said highlights of her minis-
try there included “getting to travel 
and meet people all over the state of 
Arkansas and helping inform other 
Arkansas Baptists about what was 
happening in churches across the 
state.”

Gill said she witnessed several 
technological advances in printing 
while working in the newspaper busi-
ness. When she first began working 
at a newspaper, Gill said they used 
“hot lead,” a type of heated metal 
typesetting, to print the newspaper. 
Then, when she came to work for 
the ABN, staff members cut and 
“pasted up” the paper for offset 
printing. Later, the newspaper began 
using in-house typesetting for print-
ing, prior to its current method of 

Cover of ABN when Gill began 
working there in 1975.



OUR EARTHLY FATHER, Garland 
“Gano” Harris, made it very easy for 
his four children to believe in a lov-
ing heavenly Father.  Throughout 
his life, our now 97-year-old dad has 
been faithful to God, to his family 
and to his church.  He has shown us 

how to find 
joy in our 
daily life.  He 
writes hilari-
ous birthday 
poems for 
each child, 
grandchi ld 
and great-
grandchild.  
He sings con-
stantly, com-

bining old songs with new ones he 
makes up.  When you arrive at his 
home, instead of complaining about 
aches and pains, he says, “Hey, get 
in this house! Have a sit-down, and 
let’s talk things over!”  He’s so up-
beat and fun that everyone in the 
community loves to visit with him.  
He lives alone, is a good cook and 
never misses an Alma home football 
or basketball game.  He drives him-
self to church every Sunday.  Even 

though he can no longer hear most 
of what is spoken in church, he says, 
“The Bible says not to forsake as-
sembling together, so I’ll be there.”

Dad was born in Dyer and, other 
than during his World War II ser-
vice and for a brief time following 
the war, has lived in Alma all his 

life and has always been a member 
of First Baptist, where he is now 
the oldest member.  Recently, some 
youth from the church came to 
help him with some yard work.  He 
thanked them kindly for their offer 
but encouraged them to find some 
“old people” to help as he enjoys 

doing his own yard work!
Thank you, Dad, for all you’ve 

done for us and for being such an  
inspiration in our lives.  

 
Charlene Fite, Ruth Welsh and Anita 
Cook, all of First Baptist, Alma; and  
Gano Harris Jr., Austin, Texas.

Bill Berry
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock

EDITOR’S NOTE: Bill Berry is husband to 
Jennilee, dad to Noah, Austin, Eli and Silas, the 
Chaplain for the 77th Theater Aviation Brigade, 
NAMB missionary to the military and member of 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
He is currently serving in Afghanistan.

The deployment process has been a blur. 
However, in this blur of early mornings and 
late nights, extreme busyness and extreme 
boredom, there have been divine appoint-
ments and lessons learned. 

There has been great support from the 
local churches that picked up our troops and 
took them back to Arkansas on pass, notably 
East Union Missionary Baptist Church, Little 
Rock; Mount Carmel Baptist Church, Cabot; 
and Geyer Springs First Baptist Church,  
Little Rock. 

Support from the Arkansas 
Baptist State Conven-

tion has purchased 
a leather soldier’s 
Bible for every 
troop. Support 
from the North 
Pulaski Baptist 
Association and 
my wife, who is 
bearing the load 

of being both 
mom and 

dad to 
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Chaplain has ‘divine appointments’

Garland ‘Gano’ Harris ‘Father of the Year’ tribute essay

ABN youth video contest extended to Aug. 15
LITTLE ROCK – The deadline 
of the first-ever Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) “Youth Group Video 
Contest” has been extended until 
midnight Aug. 15.

“Feedback we received indi-
cated the original deadline of 
June 1 was not the best timing for 
youth groups,” said ABN Editor 
Tim Yarbrough. “By moving the 
deadline to Aug. 15, it will allow 
youth groups to submit videos of  
their summer camp and mission 
trip activities.”

Videos submitted should be 
no more than 3 minutes in length 
and should be about a ministry of 

the church in which youth were  
involved (mission trip, summer 
camp, evangelism outreach, etc.). 

Students should do the ma-
jority of the work on the video, 
such as the acquisition of 
video footage and editing. Vid-
eos submitted for the contest  
should be posted online via 
YouTube, Vimeo, GodTube or 
a similar video sharing service, 
with a link sent to the ABN  
for consideration.

Winners will be notified 
by email, and their videos 
will be highlighted in an 
ABN digital edition and on-

line at www.arkansasbaptist.org.
Contest entries will be judged 

by ABN and Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention staff.

Prizes include a digital video 
camera for first place and iTunes 
gift cards for second and third 
places. For more information and 
contest rules, go to www.arkansas-
baptist.org.

Harris

From the front lines

Berry

our four young sons, keeps com-
ing. However, can I depend on 
churches and individuals to be  
my rock during this time? The an-
swer is no. My wife, my church and 
my convention cannot be my rock. 
That weight is too much to put on 
anything or anyone, and that in-
cludes me. 

In ministry we are surrounded, 
oftentimes, by the familiar and the 
comfortable. With this comfort, I 
have the tendency to rely on my own 
strength and the strength of others 
without even realizing it. Now, God 
has put me in a place where the only 
Rock I can turn to is Him. 

I realize at times in ministry I 
have tried to be a fixer of people on 
my own.  A verse here, a sermon se-
ries there or the recommendation of 
a book can sometimes “do the trick” 
to remedy life’s needs. However, sol-
diers demand more than a sugar-
coated answer to the issues of life, 
and they are brutally honest about it. 
While this is sometimes a shock that 
leaves me trying to attach my lower 
jaw to the top, it is a reminder that 
I am powerless without Christ, and  
so are they.

From the most mundane to the most hor-
rific situations, God is God, and I am not 
God. It is completely freeing to come to real-
ize that, in my own wisdom and strength, I 
am unable to do anything. However, God is 
able to heal and redeem in every situation. 
His gospel is the only answer for life. Case in 
point: A soldier is born again. His hurting 
marriage now starts the redemption process 
from hundreds of miles away. No books on 
marriage, no couple’s counseling, no videos 

or conferences. The healing begins because 
the problem was not his separation from his 
spouse. It was not his lack of quality time with 
the children, etc. And his problem was not 
mine to fix, but God’s. The problem was he 
was separated from Christ. With that relation-
ship redeemed, the tools of ministry can now 
be used. Now the Rock is firmly in Its place. 

“Let the words of my mouth and medita-
tions of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, 
O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer” (Psalms 
19:14).

Berry with his wife Jennilee and children Noah, Austin, Eli and Silas.
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July Fourth is a celebration of free-
dom, a corporate remembrance 

of the liberties we enjoy as a nation. 
The fireworks will be exciting, the 
cookouts will be scrumptious and 
many churches will have special ser-
vices commemorating our nation’s 
birthday. 

But for followers of Christ, we 
celebrate a freedom far more pre-
cious than what we enjoy as Ameri-
cans. It is a freedom not secured by 
earthly governments, but guaran-
teed and paid for by the Son of God. 
And while we may come together to 
celebrate our spiritual freedom, it is 
a freedom that must be received by 
each individual. Nobody can claim 
it for you. It is personal.

It can be logically assumed that 
with personal freedom comes per-
sonal rights. In 2 Peter 2, the apostle 
described false teachers who advo-
cated a warped form of freedom. In 
his description, he noted that they 
despised authority, had an opin-
ion about everything, even when 
they were ignorant of the subject, 
and did whatever felt good at the 
time. When Peter said, in verse 18, 
that they spoke “bombastic, empty 
words” (HCSB), he basically said 
they were full of hot air. As the old 
saying goes, their mouths wrote 
checks their character couldn’t cash. 
Their twisted caricature of freedom 
had actually enslaved them.

Does that sound like our world 

today? People in our modern cul-
ture seem intent on getting what 
they think they are 
entitled to by soci-
ety, by others and 
even by God. But 
before being too 
harsh on the secular 
world, understand 
that Peter was writ-
ing to church folks. 
Even believers can 
be entrapped by a 
false understanding 
of freedom.

In Philippians 3, Paul also 
warned of those who advocated a 
false gospel. In contrast, he remind-
ed readers that they were seeking a 

different goal with a different desti-
nation and that true freedom comes 

only by submitting 
to the Lordship of 
Christ.

E.V. Hill once 
observed that most 
church fights begin 
with three words: 
“Well, I think.” 
His response to 
that was, “I really 
don’t care what 
you think. What 

does God’s Word say?” While we 
may not be as bold as Hill, each be-
liever should understand that any 
privileges he has depends on the 
freedom found only in Christ.

L ife comes at you fast,” is a quote 
made famous in the commer-

cials of a large insurance company. 
It reminds us that the challenges 
of this life often 
come in waves and 
catch us off guard. 
Problems tend to 
multiply and pile 
up, quickly leaving 
us battered and 
wounded. It is easy 
to lose perspective 
and become dis-
couraged. 

I remember a time in my early 
20s when I became discouraged. 
Over a period of six years, my wife 

lost her mother, she miscarried our 
first baby and we lost four grand-
parents. We were both in school, 
working full-time in ministry and 

away from home. 
Money was tight, 
and work was dif-
ficult. We ques-
tioned God’s call 
to ministry and 
wondered if God 
had removed His 
blessing from us.

In Jeremiah 
15, we see a dis-

couraged prophet crying out to 
God. God had given him the dif-
ficult job of calling out the nation 

of Judah for its unfaithfulness. Jere-
miah loved his people and was faith-
ful in proclaiming God’s call for the 
nation to repent. God’s judgment 
would come if the people did not 
turn from their sin and renew their 
relationship with Him. 

The people continued in sin, and 
their anger burned against Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah became an outcast among 
his own people. He was hated, slan-
dered and even isolated from his 
own family. As we read his words 
to God, it is easy to understand his 
disappointment and pain.

It is never easy to faithfully serve 
God. We live in a fallen world where 
hardship and difficulty abound. 

People are in desperate need of the 
salvation found only through a rela-
tionship with Jesus. 

As we seek to live for Him, we 
will face opposition and obstacles 
along the way. 

The good news is that God cares 
for us. He knows our hearts and 
hears our cries when we are discour-
aged. He promises His presence, 
power and provision in our times 
of need. 

“The Lord said: I will certain-
ly set you free and care for you. I 
will certainly intercede for you in 
a time of trouble, in your time of 
distress, with the enemy” (Jer. 15:11, 
HCSB).

I s a revival needed in our nation? 
The obvious answer is a definite, 

“Yes!” However, 
when we talk 
about revival, we 
tend to point fin-
gers at the decline 
of Christianity, 
problems with 
our government 
or the absence of 
morality. While 
those things are 
true, revival in 
our nation will begin only when 
there is a revival among the people 
of God.

The people of Judah also stood in 
need of revival. Idolatry, immorality, 

empty sacrifice and 
ritual became the 
pattern of Judah’s 
society. Jeremiah’s 
message called for 
repentance and 
warned that if they 
did not return, exile 
would be inescap-
able. How did the 
people respond to 
Jeremiah? Appar-

ently not well. Jeremiah 18:18 says, 
“Come let us devise plans against 
Jeremiah.” 

Jeremiah’s message of exile was 
not God’s final word to His people. 
God also promised restoration. Is 
there hope for revival today? Most 
certainly – because God still desires 
to restore His people. Jeremiah pro-
vides two necessary components of 
restoration.

Restoration is based on the prom-
ise of God (Jer. 16:14-15). God’s 
promise of restoration falls on the 
heels of a list of reasons why Judah 
was facing judgment (Jer. 16:11-12). 
God said in verse 13, “I will hurl 
you out of this land.” Then, hope 
penetrated judgment. God prom-
ised that just as He delivered Israel 

from Egypt, He would deliver them 
from exile. God’s promise was, “For 
I will restore them to their own 
land.” God is absolutely faithful to 
His promises. He will restore you 
when you return to Him.

Restoration requires being re-
made by God (Jer. 18:1-6). Jeremi-
ah’s illustration of the potter and 
the clay is widely known. Something 
in the clay the potter was using to 
make a vessel was not right. Jeremi-
ah watched the potter push the clay 
back down into a lump and said, 
“he remade it” (18:4). We need res-
toration. We need revival. Are we 
willing to be remade by God?

People give for different reasons 
– out of guilt, for tax write-offs 

or because it seems like the right 
thing to do. In our culture, giving 
has even become a fashionable pur-
suit. 

For Christians, giving should 
have a deeper significance than 
“doing the right thing.” Charitable 
contributions are somewhat trendy; 
however, they do not imply the ab-
sence of selfishness. Oftentimes, 
these handouts do not come at the 
expense of our own comforts. The 
spirit of our giving can be a telling 
factor in the demonstration of our 
faith in a secular society. 

Giving can show a change of 

heart. Luke 19 shows a radical dem-
onstration of giving in the story of 
Zacchaeus. A tax collector, who once 
cheated people out of their earn-
ings, not only gives up half of what 
he has, but pays back four times the 
amount he had cheated following a 
life-changing encounter with Jesus 
(Luke 19:8). 

We see a similar spirit of generos-
ity displayed in 2 Corinthians 8:2-
3. The Christians here were com-
mended for giving sacrificially, even 
out of their poverty. This way of 
giving seems counterintuitive. Our 
world would tell us that we should 
give but not at our own expense.  
This type of giving is a demonstra-

tion of a deeper faith in God’s abil-
ity to provide in the most unlikely 
situations.	

Our generosity 
sets us apart. It is a 
physical manifesta-
tion of the love we 
have been shown 
by God and in turn 
are able to show to 
others (1 John 3:16-
17). The definition 
for holiness is often 
rooted in the idea 
of being set apart. 
The things that distinguish us from 
the world demonstrate the charac-
teristics of God that we possess as 

Christians. Our sacrifice in sincere 
“action and deed” (1 John 3:18) is 
not necessarily the typical response.  

The motives be-
hind our generosity 
may be questioned. 
People may wonder 
if we are trying to 
appease some sensa-
tion of guilt in our 
own lives. Despite 
questions raised 
regarding our mo-
tives, our sacrificial 
gifts provide us 

with the opportunity to bless others 
and open doors for the gospel to be 
shared.

Doug Fulton  
minister to single adults  

Geyer Springs FBC, Little Rock

Scripture passage:
Jeremiah 15:10-11, 15-21
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youth minister 
Baring Cross Baptist, Sherwood

Scripture passage:
Luke 19:1-10; 2 Corinthians 8:2-4; 

1 John 3:16-18 

Never say it’s hopeless 

Charity versus sacrifice

Rise above the tide

Personal rights

David McCord
pastor

First Baptist Church, Mena
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Jeremiah 16:11-12, 14-15, 18:1-4, 18
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Lottie Moon offering: $145.6 million
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) – Doubts about the 

strength of America's economic recovery and rumors 
of a double-dip recession did not stop Southern Bap-
tists from giving $145,662,925 million in 2010 to tell 
the world about Jesus Christ. 

That is what was given to the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for International Missions last year. The 
annual offering is a key vehicle for supporting nearly 
5,000 Southern Baptist missionaries serving around 
the world through the International Mission Board 
(IMB), providing housing, salaries, medical care and 
children's education. The cost averages $46,700 annu-
ally per individual missionary.

IMB President Tom Elliff and Woman's Missionary 
Union (WMU) Executive Director/Treasurer Wanda 
Lee both expressed deep gratitude for Southern Bap-
tists’ investment in international missions and faith-
fulness to fulfill the Great Commission.   

China arrests 20 church members
BEIJING (BP) – As members of Shouwang Church 

continue to stand against Beijing police and the Chi-
nese government, members of other churches are 
showing solidarity with the illegal congregation – to 
the point of getting arrested.

At least 20 Christians were arrested June 5 during 
Shouwang's ninth straight week of defying the govern-
ment by attempting to worship outdoors in a Beijing 
public square. 

Eighteen of the Christians were Shouwang mem-
bers, and two were members of other churches al-
though one of the members of the other churches 
apparently was arrested by mistake as he walked past 
the site. 

Jim Hamilton resigns as Dakota exec.
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (BP) – Jim Ham-

ilton, executive director of the Dakota 
Baptist Convention, has resigned effec-
tive June 17.

Hamilton said he will give full at-
tention to a national network he has 
launched to strengthen and start church-
es and to pastoring Journey Church, 
which he planted 18 months ago in Sioux Falls, S.D.

MTV pulls pro-life ad
WASHINGTON (BP) – MTV – the music tele-

vision channel – has pulled a pro-life commercial 
because of MTV’s partnership with abortion giant 
Planned Parenthood, according to the non-profit be-
hind the advertisement.

Heroic Media – a faith-based organization that 
seeks to reduce abortion by means of ads on televi-
sion, billboards and the Internet – said the sometimes 
controversial cable network barred the pro-life com-
mercial after running it for a year. The non-profit 
based in Austin, Texas, uses advertising to link women 
to pro-life pregnancy help centers.

Cooperative Program below 2010 pace
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – Year-to-date contribu-

tions to Southern Baptist national and international 
missions and ministries received by the SBC Execu-
tive Committee are 1.92 percent below the same time 
frame last year, according to a news release from the 
SBC Executive Committee. The total includes receipts 
from state conventions and fellowships, churches and 
individuals for distribution according to the 2010-
2011 SBC Cooperative Program Allocation Budget.
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